WORLD LIBRARY 


Ep 140° 


“Poli es ina  g ee | 
JAPAN Mies ae: 


ate Siakin - 
Political Map = ‘\Lesozavods| va 
Names of cities over 1,000,000 are capitalized Pee WV oT 
Lem Lake vb 
National capitals are underlined Ishuchen Khanka fee 
: si Y Plastun. 
4tii+t+ Canals Railroads : SPearonichiyy Spassk-Dalni i 
‘ Tetyukhe; 
- oe Miles Ss U Vv I ET U N 1ON (eo) N oi Pricare 
300 Kilometers ( if 2 Chernigovka‘ ° Afsenyev ae 
1 alata 


~ NA o Olga 
ane { 2 Usaoriyek ) “ink Olgi Gulf c.)KAMUL 
o\ltung / “Razdolnoye : 
Sungari Vi Tunhwa p ‘ f 
Res. 5 a 
- SAUL. Z Sucha 
/ Se Pe ad 
- 3 P| ge rores Peg ial 
Cc ov ; ese 
H I nt San 
fe N A‘ oS é 6 
/ pa ! hires Cl il 5 a 
Tunghwa re = is Roe E 
Gi ‘ : “hongji 
as , - 
Hwanjen rs Huchong) ° c.The 
L Kanggye 
° 
Chosan ( / Zs c. MUsu 
Puiu 5 I 
oo [Si if 
IN UI] < | A N 
NORTH KOREA Soe Oper JOA S 
2 Sonchon ag nrg, | 
oo APs SAnju J Hamhung 
K 
oreal Bay Py vor gvang te Konehine Bop 
f Wonsan 
@Chinnampo / 
shee J ( Chon OR E A as 
° \ goin (CHOSEN) 
P Ryotsu (On 
P 
Cn alte. 
(e) : Kashiw azaki 1° Nagaoké 
© uLLuNG ee suzu ‘ 
SOUTH KOREA ~ 
( h 
° anao Y ee 
©\Ulchin a i Nagano J 2 
Takaoka © © i Kae 
oie Kanazawa/O Toyama Maebashi Kt 
"\Yongdok - ae Oo Komatsu ‘ QUeda RA 
a Matsumoto Takasaki Omiya 
Z . Ss = es Su 
oe Po: OKI ISLANDS Fuku) © Mt. Hokusart MEE bss ) ; : 
OK j on ~ Takefuo o65 Cl) A Off 6X Kawague 
Taegu OKyongju val Wakes? cya / {koe Ship 
a + Bay ga sy Mt) Fuli 
te ae Matsue © Lake Gite, gomlya 12 foe8aK amakut 
1 17 1 \o\ IN Ta 
7 a zB ese 3 Bing. Sos! PLAI \ dawa 
va 9) Yonago Ayabe /osakit Numazuy, yokos 
35° O Go 
PUSAN| & Izumo Tsuyama KY OTO Owst Kt Nass — ae 
7 d : Nishing Sasaki oki Okaza , Shizuoka 
@ Q) ih ", eas. ey Okayame eee emiva ofanal Tsulse\ @ gHamamats . 
as onal, > ASE amines « oM : Hamada drashiki : Abas > OSAKA Ise ft, (ovohashi Ver a 
ek AR. Lakoe o DB 2p as @) - Hiroshima Fukuyama, oS) AWALI ‘ Fuse one yl Yamada) g 
‘ ~ 0 OF HONG: arizona lone ISLA . Bee ARR i ; tsuza : 
y : Pos than i vi ue oe lWakin Gp PO iain ‘Kishin cs taka 10 : 
5 imo : ee 8 
sree 2 2 ea era USHU eda anes Boban Wakayama such 
. o lot ig 8) on eno 
Nise are / RY hee Wokarict oat Moji Bofu’ CF 6 6 Niihama 4 Tokushing S Kumano Sea 
Cheju s q ae ES Yahata Tog elie, © ka AW Matsuyama’ mi Tsurugi oe Tanabe o 
Mt Hdl A ee Ne a aa SHIKOKU @Kochi®4!4 bee 
Gn og inane aa Nakatsu Ves 
, a Beppu 
ps & Sasebor Kurume Oita C. MUROTO 5 
i =) oe : © Omuta %, 
/ ) nore Kumamoto  Saek 
’ ISLANDS 
¢ 2 © Uto 
if ruxue sy Nagasaki Mt Sbo, Noneora C. ASHIZURI Pe 
68 
Glee poy Satsushiro) /Aoecemime PHT Pet NE 
59° 4% KYUSHU 
DANJOg* 150 
. KOSHIKI Miyazaki 
EA IStANDS. i Miyakonojo 
S T CUal PIMA, SEA v Rc, © 
¢. TO! 
> 
Kagoshima Bay 6s 


130° 135° 


ail \c_ soya 5 ace 
+ PIs 
 Wakkanai Teas 
= 
ots 
a oe 
S 
= Mombets¥ 
Ne & 
a ~<70 
Sis Abashiti 
Mt. Tesnio °Kitam\ 
; \. 5217 
sahigawa |. 2) 
Asahig) 6 Ashibetsu ‘ 
Bibai S$) ( 
fabari &\ ere 
me &\ Opie SCushiro 
— A Riwer aoe 
akomal 
Va 
Muroran 
Zp 
¢. ERINO 
akodate 
ee 
4 
c. SHIRIVA 
4 
omor\ Hachinohe 
QO 
Kujig 
MpPylwate 
yan 6696 
© : 
| Morioka 


seleng? 


& f 
row sibhalanto 
A \ 


offitacht 
yom1y 4 8 


0 ANDAMAN 
ISLANDS 
(Indio) 
10° 
“NICOBAR 
“Ms ISLANDS 
X (Indio) 
as 


Kutarédia = 


COPYRIGHT BY 
RAND MCNALLY & COMPANY 


MADE IN U.S.A 


140° Longitude East of Greenwich 


80° 


HF E ae 
Wa 
int OF CAMAU 


Pp 


70° 


50° 


MADE IN U.S.A 


120° Longitude East of Greenwich 130° 


= i 
West Longitude S 


East Longitude 


40° 


150°} 30° 


20° 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2023 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


https://archive.org/details/owb_KR-467-907 


LIFE WORLD LIBRARY 


JAPAN 


LIFE WORLD LIBRARY 


JAPAN 


by Edward Seidensticker 
and The Fditors of LIFE 


TIME-LIFE INTERNATIONAL (Nederland) N.V. 


COVER: Visitors walk in the 
rain-washed courtyards of Toshogu 
Shrine in Nikko, originally constructed 
as the mausoleum of Ieyasu, a 
Tokugawa shogun. 


ABOUT THE WRITER 


In the text of this volume, Edward Seidensticker gives an interpretation of 
Japan based on more than 13 years of residence in the country, where he won 
a reputation as a sensitive interpreter of the Japanese people and as an in- 
cisive commentator on the contemporary scene. His knowledge of the coun- 
try dates from 1945, when he served for a time as a Marine officer with the 
U.S. Occupation Forces. Mr. Seidensticker, who was born in Colorado, 
returned to Tokyo in 1948 for two years’ service with the Department of 
State and then did graduate work at the University of Tokyo. A noted 
translator of Japanese literature, he contributes to general and scholarly 
publications in the United States and Europe. He is now a professor of 
Japanese literature at Stanford University, in the United States. 


© 1966 by Time Inc. 
Original English-language edition © 1961, 1965 by Time Inc. 
All rights reserved. 


Chapter I 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Chapter 4 
Chapter 5 
Chapter 6 
Chapter 7 
Chapter 8 


Chapter 9 


Contents 


Preface 

The Crowded Country 

The Heritage of a Long Isolation 
Storm and Calm in Politics 

A Resilient and Growing Economy 
Upheavals in Family and Society 
Traces of Spirit 

Diversions Borrowed and Preserved 
The Tolerant Believers 


Powerful Moulders of Young Minds 


Chapter 10 A Nation in the Balance 


Appendix 
Credits 


Index 


Page 


105 
119 
lhe: 
145 
152 
156 


hy) 


TIME/LIFE BOOKS 


EDITOR 
Maitland A. Edey 


TEXT DIRECTOR ART DIRECTOR 
William Jay Gold Edward A. Hamilton 


CHIEF OF RESEARCH 
Beatrice T. Dobie 


EDITORIAL STAFF FOR “JAPAN” 


EDITOR, LIFE WORLD LIBRARY Oliver E. Allen 
DESIGNER Ben Schultz 
CHIEF RESEARCHER — Grace Brynolson 


The text for the chapters of this book was written by Edward Seidensticker, for the picture essays by 
Jack Winocour. Valuable help was provided by the following individuals and departments of Time 
Inc.: Margaret Bourke-White, Larry Burrows, John Dominis, Eliot Elisofon, J. R. Eyerman, Leonard 
McCombe, Bill Ray, Michael Rougier and Paul Schutzer, Lire staff photographers; Doris O'Neil, 
Chief of the Lire Picture Library; Content Peckham, Chief of the Time Inc. Bureau of Editorial 
Reference; Richard M. Clurman, Chief of the Time-Lire News Service; Jerrold L. Schecter, Tokyo 
Bureau Chief; and Frank Iwama and Sungyung Chang of the Tokyo Bureau. Special advice was 
provided by Lire Associate Editor Charles Elliott. This international edition adapted by Laura Ford. 


Preface 


In 1852, when Commodore Perry sailed for 
Japan, his instructions pointed out that recent 
events had brought America and the nations of 
the East close together, that intercourse between 
them had increased and “‘no limits can be as- 
signed to its future extension’’. Today we know 
this is true. 

Japan’s role in the future development of 
Asia is of crucial importance. It is so rec- 
ognized by the Russians and the Chinese 
Communists, who, as noted in a Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund report, have set “a high prior- 
ity on undermining Japan’s present position 
and ultimately obtaining its adherence to the 
Communist camp”’. 

It is vitally important for us to have a 
knowledge and understanding of the 97 million 
vigorous, confused and complicated people 
of Japan. This remarkable book by Edward 
Seidensticker and the Editors of Lire, with its 
accompanying illustrations, goes further 
towards meeting this need than anything else 
I have seen. 

Here we learn how the moral code of the 
Tokugawa shoguns—who kept Japan in_iso- 
lation for some two hundred years—with its 


emphasis on loyalty of inferior to superior, 
has moulded modern Japan. 

We learn of the restless Japan of today, of 
a people who, as a result of the destruction by 
the war of many of their old traditions, feel they 
belong to nothing at all. We learn of a people 
who love baseball and yet cherish a ritualistic 
form of wrestling called swmd whose origins 
reach into antiquity. And we are introduced to 
the wonderful world of Japanese art and what 
it means to the people today. 

To those who are worried about what role 
Japan will play in the free world’s struggle with 
Communist imperialism, this book has much to 
offer. We learn how a well-meaning Occupation 
reform of Japan’s educational system has con- 
tributed to the ideological confusion of Japan’s 
youth, and how an American-inspired Constitu- 
tion has contributed to Japan’s reluctance to 
assume the obligations of its own defence. 

I particularly commend to readers the final 
chapter of Mr. Seidensticker’s text, with its 
wise advice concerning what we should do if we 
are to have any influence on Japan’s future 
course. As he says, we should be quiet, be strong 
and, above all, be patient. 


JouN M. ALLISON 
former U.S. Ambassador to Japan 


tainment area. Scenes like 


a 


RAG 


hopping and ente 


Ss 


om 
-. SNe anaes 


a popular 


GAN 


astrict, 


Shuyuku d 


AY 


xs 
> 
nx 
& 
gq 


pavement of a street im 


ids throng the 


cTOUW 


jostling 


MAGS 


this one are typwal of a city bursting at the seams with people. 


F a visitor to Tokyo comes in across the 

Pacific at night, he will be aware of a sud- 
den blaze of light, a cosmic explosion on the 
edge of a vast darkness. If he comes in by day, 
he will see below him, through the industrial 
smoke, a huge expanse of grey and brown, re- 
markable for its want of greenery and its dearth 
of striking features, save for a giant television 
tower that bespeaks the importance of electron- 
ics in modern Japan. 

Once through the customs he will be con- 
ducted with much dispatch, by superhighway or 
by monorail, to a hotel not very different from 
what he might have found at home. Why in- 
deed did he bother to leave home? he may at 
this point ask. Then, as he goes for a stroll, 
he will suddenly become aware of people, a 
mass of people such as he most certainly has 
not seen at home. A population of 10.6 mil- 
lion makes Tokyo what is probably the largest 
city in the world. Its charm lies in that enor- 


mous, shufHing, determined mass, which may 
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sometimes seem diffuse and on occasion merely 
nervous, but is never dull. 

When the visitor looks above the jammed 
crowds of people at the physical city, his im- 
pression may well be of what a well-know 
British writer not long ago called “‘a tortured 
use of space”. Tokyo is not a beautiful city. 
It has one good walk leading around the moat 
of the Imperial Palace, with its grey-green stone 
embankments and grassy slopes surmounted by 
fine, but, on close inspection, soot-covered, 
trees which are nevertheless washed down once 
a month. But beyond that, the Japanese capital 
is a jumble of signs and, despite a vast amount 
of new construction, undistinguished buildings 
and inadequate streets. It has neither the har- 
monious horizontal lines of a European city 
nor the striking vertical ones of an American 
metropolis. 

But suppose the visitor comes not across the 
Pacific from the east, but from the Asiatic main- 
land. For purposes of collecting strong impres- 
sions he would be well advised to fly over Japan 
in the daytime. The country below him in the 
afternoon sun will seem astonishingly green, 
because the Japanese are remarkable among 
the peoples of eastern Asia for having followed 
conservation practices over the years. They are 
in many ways a careful people, and they have 
kept their trees. 


When the visiting Asian arrives in Tokyo he 
will be impressed not by the masses of bodies 
(for the cities of Asia are of course notorious 
for their overcrowding) nor by the clutter and 
lack of distinction in the city’s facade. Instead 
the Asian visitor will become immediately aware 
that Japan is far from being the poorest country 
in the world. Perhaps he will notice first an 
absence of striking differences in dress between 
the poor and the well-to-do, such as he might 
observe in many other Asian cities. Perhaps he 
will feel something businesslike and purposeful 
in the air. There is a feeling of bustle; there are 
buildings and new highways in the process of 
construction—signs to the trained eye, of a 
nation making rapid progress with its internal 
economic development. The number of Asian 
peoples to whom such a description would apply 
is unhappily not large. 

After he has been there a while, our Asian 
visitor will at least agree with our visitor from 
the West that Tokyo is one of the most excit- 
ing cities in the world. A study published 
several years ago established that there were 
more neon lights in Tokyo than any other city 
in the world, and more cinemas. As for noise, 
it was estimated that Tokyo drivers produced 
in 10 seconds the same decibel output of 
honking that New York took a full hour to 
accumulate. Figuring on an ideally smooth flow 


“THE SOURCE OF THE SUN” 


The Japanese derive the name of their country from a Chinese 
phrase meaning ‘‘the source of the sun”, the characters for which 
are on the left. The phrase describes the country’s geographical po- 
sition east of China. The word ‘‘Japan’’ came from Marco Polo’s 
attempt to render the Chinese pronunciation of the phrase in Ital- 
ian after his return from China in the 13th century. The Japanese 
themselves, however usually give the characters a sound that is 
rendered in English as ‘“‘Nihon’’. The top character means “‘sun”’, 
the bottom one ‘“‘source’’. Originally the Japanese built up a writ- 
ten language by taking Chinese characters and adapting them to 
their own radically different spoken language. To these charac- 
ters—like the two shown here—they later added a kind of alpha- 
bet of their own, making the two written languages also different. 
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of traffic, the police should allow no more than 
35,000 vehicles to pass Iwaitabashi, the busiest 
intersection in Tokyo, during any 12-hour 
period; but 115,000 are counted between 7 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. every day. 

On an average day, there are nine or 10 major 
trafhc jams in Tokyo. A system of freeways 
built for the 1964 Olympic Games, which were 
held in Tokyo, eased matters considerably, but 
since the number of vehicles is increasing at a 
rate of 10,060 every month, and since Tokyo 
remains a lure for rural Japanese, who flock to 
the city in great numbers, it is possible that 
the improvement in the traffic situation will not 
be permanent. 


VEN now, there are not enough vehicles 
Ei fill the demand for transport. Day by 
day it becomes more difficult for Japanese and 
visitors alike to find taxis, and on a rainy day it 
is usually quicker to walk. The trains are 
full, too. The National Railways announced 
in 1963 that a certain section of the downtown 
Tokyo loop line was carrying two and _ half 
times its capacity during the rush hour, and 
that the line to the western suburbs was operat- 
ing at more than three times its capacity. Some- 
times it seems that even traffic on foot must 
come to a halt. On almost every evening of 
the year Tokyo’s main shopping section, the 
Ginza, is as crowded with people as Piccadilly 
Circus is on New Year’s Eve; on Christmas 
Eve—the most festive occasion of the year— 
the Ginza regularly holds close to a million 
celebrators. 

The pressure on the land is enormous, and 
estate prices are consequently fantastically 
high, perhaps the highest in the world. In rare 
cases, land in downtown Tokyo doubles in 
value every two or three years. Recently the 
selling price of property fronting the exclusive 
Ginza was estimated to be well over six million 
pounds an acre. Choice locations in New York 
or Paris bring in only half that amount. Even 
in some residential areas around Tokyo a price 
of nearly £14,000 an acre is not unusual. 
Although the rate of climb has been levelling off 


in recent years, the value of urban properties 
increased by 655 per cent between 1955 and 
1964. In other major cities the situation is not 
very different, although Kyoto still manages to 
occupy its river banks with quiet dignity. Kyoto, 
however, has another kind of problem: the 
swarms of people grimly pursuing a great 
national pastime, travel. 

If crowding is an essential fact about Japan, 
other important facts must also be noted— 
meteorological and geographical facts. The 
Japanese archipelago—four main islands and 
several hundred smaller ones—lies within the 
range of the monsoon winds of southern and 
eastern Asia. Geologically Japan is very new, a 
country of mountains and rivers. Even in the 
middle of the largest plain in Japan one is never 
out of sight of a mountain. The traveller on the 
four-and-a-half-hour rail journey from Tokyo to 
Kobe traverses the three great plains of central 
Japan; but he has left the Kanto Plain at the 
head of Tokyo Bay even before he is out of 
Yokohama, has come to the outskirts of the 
Nagoya metropolitan complex before he is far 
out on the Nobi Plain, and has found moun- 
tains closing off the Kinki Plain by the time 
he has left Osaka. 


T is only a slight exaggeration to say that 
| bess terrain open enough to allow the eye a 
wide, continued view is occupied by an enormous 
concentration of people, so that there may be 
no view which can be seen at all. Along the way, 
to be sure, our traveller has been treated to 
one of the grand vistas of Japan: the unbroken 
sweep from the shores of Suruga Bay to the top 
of Mount Fuji. Most of the time, however, he has 
seen little but narrow valleys shut off by moun- 
tains or perhaps by mountains and the sea. 

Although Japan is a very beautiful country, 
it has surprising little variety. A trip to one 
of its celebrated scenic spots is likely to prove 
a disappointment, for the dutiful pilgrim will 
have seen much on his journey there that 1s 
just as beautiful, and beautiful in much the 
same way. The typical view would include a 
valley floor that is an intricate patchwork of 
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velvet, under water much of the year, changing 
with the rice cycle from a delicate yellow-green 
in the spring and early summer to the emerald 
of mid summer, then to green-gold and tobrown, 
and, when the cycle is over, striped with the 
darker green of the winter crops. The patch- 
work would continue up the terraced hills. 
There would be a small river, and perhaps a 
lake or reservoir; a village in the shadow of a 
hill, the brown-black harmony of its tile and 
thatched roofs broken by an ungainly school- 
house and a maze of wires, showing that Japan 
is a land on universal education and rural 
electrification; a complexity of greens on the 
slopes of the uncultivated hills, froma feathery 
touch of bamboo that is the colour of the rice 
paddies at planting time, through the darker, 
waxy green of persimmon and camellia, to the 
near black of cedar groves. If the valley opens 
on the sea, the village may look out over a 
silver-blue inlet, a scattering of pine-topped 
islands, the floats of fishing nets in an arrange- 
ment of ellipses, and perhaps beds of cultivated 
sea-weed, a diaphanous veil of green at low tide 
surmounted by a golden haze of bamboo poles, 
a marvel of functional beauty. 


T is a landscape of soft tones and of a soft, 

misty air, the reverse of the hard, bright 
contrasts of Mediterranean Europe. There may 
be abrupt seasonal colours, a blossoming cherry 
or plum or wild camellia, and there may be a 
vermilion shrine gate; but on the whole, sudden 
colours come as an intrusion. They are furn- 
ished by hoardings advertising modern gadgets, 
or by foreign horticulture, which many rural 
housewives have come over the years to prefer 
to the native art. In the summer the farmyard 
is likely to be garnished with a patch of cerise 
and orange zinnias, and in the autumn the 
ubiquitous flower is the cosmos, which reminds 
the Japanese of the cherry blossom and blooms 
much longer. 

The monsoons bring heavy and predictable 
seasonal moisture, which encourages rice 
culture. In the late spring and early summer, 
moist, warm winds and steady rains come in 
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from the Pacific, keeping the stems of the newly 
transplanted rice seedlings under water. In the 
winter the cold and dry winds from Siberia pick 
up moisture over the Sea of Japan, giving the 
north-west coast of the largest island the 
heaviest snowfall in the world for its latitudes 
and altitudes. Tokyo and the heavily populated 
Pacific side of the islands have fluctuating 
precipitation rates which on a graph would 
show up as two valleys (hot, muggy but relatively 
clear summers and bright, cold winters) lying 
between peaks (the rains of the planting sea- 
son and downpours of the harvest season). The 
last are frequently disastrous, because they 
come in on the violent tropical storms known as 
typhoons. 

Japan’s geological situation has brought dis- 
asters at times. In a period so recent that, as 
one geographer has put it, “there has not been 
time to round off the edges’, the Japanese is- 
lands were pushed up from the ocean by crustal 
folding and volcanic eruption. They thus form 
a part of the line of new, rugged mountains 
that fringe the Pacific from Cape Horn, at the 
tip of South America, up through Alaska and 
south-west to New Zealand. The line is one of 
earthquakes, and nowhere on it, except pos- 
sibly in the East Indies, is the seismic threat 
more persistent than it is in Japan. The Japanese 
earth is constantly trembling, and although 
most of the tremors are too slight to be felt, 
sensitive Japanese seismographs record an aver- 
age of 20 of them a day. Most are in well- 
defined zones: Osaka lies in one, and the heart 
of the Fuji zone is near enough to Tokyo to 
devastate that city from time to time. Tokyo 
was wrecked in 1855 and, together with Yoko- 
hama, again in 1923, 


ESPITE such phenomena, the Japanese are 
D astonishingly unafraid of nature, and 
they often show a loving awareness of delicate 
seasonal changes. The forces that have made 
Japan a land of natural violence have also made 
ita land of natural loveliness. 
Passing through a typical landscape, one may 
find much to disturb the ear—a loudspeaker, 


perhaps, selling apples or urging the cause of a 
candidate for office or simply playing popular 
music. But to the eye the scene is a quiet one. 
In spite of the population statistics, the country- 
side can On occasion even seem lonely. Japan’s 
crowding is not uniform, and the pull of the 
cities is enormous. Sometimes, as the train stops 
at a provincial station in the autumn dusk, 
there seems to be a feeling of sadness in the 
air. Most of the people off in the little clusters 
of lights would far rather be in the train 
heading back to the city. The waitress at the 
loveliest resort can be expected to talk longingly 
of Tokyo. 

Japan is not as small as the Japanese like to 
think it is. Although it is only a twenty-fifth 
the size of the United States, it is half as large 
again as the United Kingdom, and about the 
size of East and West Germany together. The 
four main islands stretch for about 1,300 miles 
in an arc north-east to south-west, at latitudes 
corresponding to the distance between Milan in 
Northern Italy and the Libyan desert in North 
Africa. It takes about fourteen and a half hours 
to reach the far south-west from Tokyo by 
through express and 20 hours by train and boat 
to travel to the far north-east. 


ie Japan is not the tiny little garden patch 
of a country we are told it is, it is still 
extremely crowded. By the beginning of 1965 
the population had reached an estimated 97 
million, or almost double that of Great Britain. 
The average population density, about 678 
persons per square mile, is somewhat lower 
than that of the Netherlands and Belgium, but 
since only a sixth of the land is cultivated, as 
against almost a third for the Netherlands and 
Belgium (both of which also have far richer 
pasture and meadow land), the population per 
unit of productive land is the highest in the 
world, Even in overcrowded Asia, only the island 
of Taiwan and South Korea are serious rivals 
in this regard. 

Yet here emerges the puzzle: one cannot be 
completely sure whether Japan is really over- 
populated. From 1947 to the end of 1964 the 


population increased by 20 million, and by 
1970 the total will have passed the 100 million 
mark. The rate of increase, however, has been 
falling sharply. From 1947 to 1964 the rate 
decreased by 50 per cent, dropping almost to 
the level of that of West Germany. And, 
although the population will probably continue 
to grow by about half a million a year after 
1970, the prediction is that it will eventually 
level off at a little more than 100 million. But 
even more significant at present is the fact that 
a labour shortage is already beginning to be 
felt by Japanese industries. 


URTHERMORE, the population growth 
F is taking place mainly in the cities. The 
farm population has fallen by almost a third in 
the last decade and a half, and it is now down 
to about 27 per cent of the country’s total. 
While more than half the 46 prefectures in 
Japan were losing people between 1955 and 
1963, the major population centres—Tokyo- 
Yokohama, Nagoya, Osaka-Kobe-Kyoto, and 
North Kyushu—were gaining more than the 
total gain for the country. The single prefecture 
of Tokyo registered more than a third of the 
national gain, and the two prefectures of Tokyo 
and Osaka almost three fifths. 

Another essential fact about Japan is almost 
too obvious to need stating: its insularity. 
Although Japan is frequently compared to 
another island country off the opposite shore of 
the Eurasian land mass, it is far more remotely 
insular than England. The Strait of Korea— 110 
miles across—is a good five times as wide as the 
Straits of Dover. 

Crossing the Strait of Korea today is a 
simple matter. But in centuries past, when a 
literate Japanese culture was being put together 
under Chinese influence, the geographical 
barrier was a formidable one. Any Japanese 
trader or diplomat trying to reach the centre of 
the East Asian world was confronted by a very 
perilous journey. First came the difficult cross- 
ing of the strait. Once across, he was at the 
remote tip of the Korean peninsula, which was 
itself on the remote outer edges of the Chinese 
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cultural sphere, and to reach the Chinese 
capital he had either to sail around Korea or 
take his chances on the open sea. At the end of 
the journey he was confronted by a Chinese 
court that would have thought the notion of 
intercourse between Japan and China as equals 
unspeakably grotesque. 


VER the centuries, Japan borrowed much 
() from Chinese culture, and China, con- 
vinced of its own superiority, borrowed 
relatively little in return. Through most of their 
history the Japanese were left alone to develop 
their own culture; they were far more interested 
in foreigners than most foreigners were in 
them. In modern times their insularity has been 
preserved by a stubborn language barrier. 
Japanese is an orphan language complicated by 
what is probably the most irrational system of 
writing that was ever invented. 

The fact of insularity helps to explain the 
Japanese when they seem most puzzling. The 
Tokyo taxi driver will chat about the state of the 
city and the world, will suddenly remark 
amiably that he does not much like foreigners — 
and then will proceed to ask the visitor for his 
views about the city and the world. The young 
lady in one of the “singing tearooms” where 
leftist students gather to deplore the ills of 
society goes on singing the latest defiant “‘peace”’ 
song from Peking or Moscow, even while she 
pours for the visitor: 


You may not drop the atom bomb! 
No, not through my skies! 


Yet this young lady would be the most sur- 
prised person in the world if she were told that 
her strong declaration might seem unnecessarily 
challenging. Both taxi driver and young lady are 
untroubled by what their acts imply, and this 
casualness derives at least in part from the insular 
Japanese tradition of importing finished moral 
and religious systems from abroad. Together 
with this tradition has grown up a tolerance of 
contradiction; in the past a Japanese found 
nothing very strange about calling himself a 
Confucian-Buddhist, and today he may just as 
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easily refer to himself as a Christian-Communist. 

Physically the Japanese may be described as 
a homogeneous people closely related to the 
nearest peoples on the continent. That they 
came in successive waves of immigration from 
the continent seems to be an established fact, 
although their ultimate origins are obscure. ‘The 
Japanese commonly believe that they can spot 
a Korean (whom they look down upon), but 
most Japanese, fully clothed, are indistinguish- 
able from most Koreans. Bereft of their clothes, 
they are frequently to be distinguished by a 
tendency towards hairiness, revealing mixture 
with a people distant from the Koreans (one 
such people, the Ainu of northern Japan, 
survives precariously). 


HE great British student of Japan, Basil 
Abas Chamberlain, offered this description 
of the Japanese half a century ago: ‘““Compared 
with the people of European race, the average 
Japanese has a long body and short legs, a large 
skull with a tendency to prognathism (project- 
ing jaws), a flat nose, coarse hair, scanty eye- 
lashes, puffy eyelids, a sallow complexion, and 
a low stature.” Except for the sallowness and 
the shortness, which improved nutrition is now 
changing, this description is still generally 
accurate. It of course overlooks the fact that 
Japanese faces are often very good-looking, 
and frequently likeable and engaging. Though 
not as given to laughter as the Koreans and 
Chinese, the Japanese are likely to impress one 
as a sunny people. The Japanese smile is a 
complex one, possibly containing sadness and 
uncertainty, but its pleasantness is still enough 
to obscure the frequently bad teeth. It was this 
pleasant look, perhaps, that made the historian 
Sir George Sansom argue that the Japanese 
have ‘“‘a warm, southern element in their 
composition”’. 

They are a most industrious people. Only 
constant toil has made it possible for the 
Japanese farmer to produce yields per unit of 
land that are the highest in the world. The 
Japanese are also noted for being clean and tidy, 
although this characteristic has its limits. The 


institution of the bath not only as something 
useful but as something pleasant does a great 
deal to make life at close Tokyo quarters bear- 
able. When it comes to keeping their surround- 
ings tidy, however, the matter is more complex. 
It is sometimes said that the Japanese are 
scrupulously tidy at home and frenzied scatterers 
of litter when away from home. The visual 
evidence often supports the second half of the 
statement. The litter found about the grounds 
after a cherryeviewing party or a May Day rally 
is something like — the 
aftermath of an explosion. 

In an office, the messiness 
is perhaps the chief argu- 
ment against the modern, 
glassed-in building. The 
building itself may not be 
untidy when seen from the 
exterior, but one’s admira- 
tion quickly gives way to 
horrified fascination at the 
clutter of desks and tissue 
paper and teapots and dry- 
ing linen within. 

The interiors of Japanese 
houses are known as models 
of clean simplicity, but they 
are often clean only where 
the visitor is likely to look. 
One does well not to raise 
an eye or a finger to a door 
lintel, and the beams of a 
hundred-year-old farm cot- 
tage may be festooned with 
cobwebs also a hundred years old. The wooden 
verandas of that same farm cottage, on the other 
hand, will have been washed, perhaps repeat- 
edly, every day of those hundred years. 

It is often said that the Japanese are a very 
polite people, and it is undeniable that they are 
much given to ceremony. But it might also be 
said that they are extremely ceremonious to- 
wards those whom they know, and highly un- 
ceremonious towards others. Few urban Japanese 
bother to say “Excuse me” after stepping on a 
person’s toe or knocking a book out of his 


ISE: Ee’seh 


HAIKU: High‘ku 


HOW JAPANESE IS PRONOUNCED 


Japanese vowels are pronounced as 
in Italian, consonants as in English 
is always hard). For 
most purposes it is best to give each 
syllable the same weight. A long mark 
over a vowel means not that it should 
be accented, but that it should be pro- 
nounced twice as long as it usually is, 
as if it occurred two times in a row. 
The pronounciation of various words 
found in this book is shown below. 


(except that “‘g”’ 


FUJIWARA: Foo ‘jee'wah:rah 
MINAMOTO: Mee‘nah:mo‘to 
GENuI: Ghen ‘jee 


SUMO: Soo'mo‘o 
GEISHA: Gay‘sha 


hand — provided the person is a stranger. If he 
is known, it is very common to apologize for 
offences that have not been committed. “I 
behaved very badly the other day,” isa common 
greeting from one friend to another, even 
though only pleasantries were exchanged the 
other day. The essence of the matter was once 
caught in an uncaptioned cartoon by a 
Westerner: two Japanese were industriously 
bowing to each other in a revolving door, hold- 
ing up lines of people on either side. 

As a people the Japanese 
are good with their hands. 
They are perhaps the world’s 
supreme potters and work- 
ers of wood. Along with 
the dexterity and eagerness 
to learn from others goes 
the famous capacity for imi- 
tations, Lhere. cans be sn0 
question that it exists, and 
that because of it the Japa- 
nese are able to economize 
on research, A company in 
Germany will spend years 
developing a safety release 
to keep a skier from break- 
ing his leg, and that winter 
a native product, identical 
to all the decorations, will 
appear on Japanese slopes. 
Yet two points ought to 
be made to challenge the 
notion that the Japanese are 
only copiers and _ pirates. 
The first is that they frequently go ahead on 
their own to make original contributions. Halfa 
century ago, visitors from Europe often com- 
plained about the poor quality of Japanese 
fruit. Today there are few peoples in the world 
to rival the Japanese at producing a strawberry 
or a peach. Their cameras, television sets and 
transistor radios are also remarkable, as are such 
more intricate products of the electronic age 
as computers. 

The second point is that things change when 
they come to Japan. Though gadgets like a 
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The Crowded Country 


ski release may be exceptions, most things, from 
a water closet to a method of art reproduction, 
take on a distinctly Japanese air upon arrival. A 
neon sign can become a marvel of subtle colour 
modulation; Confucianism in Japan quietly 
drops its Chinese metaphysics. ‘There is a novel 
by ‘Tanizaki in which a young man has an ex- 
cessive fondness for western things but his own 
way of arranging them. To save steps, he has 
his bathtub in the living-room along with 
everything else. 


| teats the Japanese are best revealed 
through an examination of their social re- 
lationships, although here an element of specu- 
lation must enter. It may be instantly apparent 
that Japanese come in crowds; it is less apparent 
—but also true—that they cling together like 
some frightened, beleaguered tribe even when 
they have room to spread out. The stories one 
reads in newspaper and magazine reports of 
families of seven and eight members living in 
one room are less horrifying than they would 
be if one did not suspect, from the behaviour 
of families with many rooms, that they would 
not have the situation otherwise. Privacy is 
extremely rare, and apparently it is unwanted by 
the majority of Japanese. “But won’t you be 
lonely?” is the most common remark the 
foreigner hears from his Japanese acquaintances 
when he announces his intention of having a 
room to himself. 

But while they seek physical proximity, the 
Japanese are short on comradeship. The family, 
although traditionally revered as an institution, 
is likely to be a cool arrangement, and a hier- 
archic one. The notion that everyone will gather 
around the dinner table at a fixed time of the 
evening is not central to it as it is to the 
Western family. The members of the Japanese 
household tend to straggle in and out whenever 
they please, and sometimes the father is not 
seen at the dinner table for days on end. 

A man’s lifetime friends tend to be from his 
high school days, if he has had high school 
days. For this brief period of springtime revelry, 
comradeship as equals is possible. But if such 
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comradeship may be described as a horizontal 
relationship, vertical relationships become com- 
mon thereafter. These are the much stiffer and 
more restrained relations of junior to senior and 
inferior to superior, which exist within the closed 
hierarchy of a company, a university, or even 
a political party or philanthropic organization. 
A British delegate to a convention of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union which was held in Tokyo 
expressed astonishment when he discovered the 
fact that two Japanese delegates would not ride 
in the same car if they belonged to different 
parties. Had the British visitor pursued the 
matter further, he might have found members 
of different factions within the same party 
behaving in a similar fashion. The tight faction, 
as suspicious of outsiders as one tomcat is of 
another, is at once a curse and a blessing for 
Japanese society. It is a curse because it militates 
against broader humanity, a blessing because 
pride of faction can often be a disciplining force 
and an incentive to achievement. 


OR this diagnosis of Japanese social 

relationships, one need not trust only to 
observation. There is also the authority of 
eminent Japanese literary critics, who think that 
the lack of “horizontal’”’ relationships has limited 
Japanese writers to a narrow view, and turned 
many of them to the somewhat pale autobio- 
graphical writing that is so prominent in 
modern Japanese letters. Whether or not it is an 
adequate explanation, the want is certainly to be 
remarked upon. Easy social intercourse is rare. 
One can almost hear a sigh of relief when a 
child toddles into a roomful of adults and they 
can turn their attention from one another to the 
youngster. A foreign visitor sometimes hears 
remarks like this one from a Japanese who has 
travelled abroad: ‘“‘When I am walking down the 
street and see a light in a western house, I feel 
warm. When I see a light in a Japanese house, I 
feel cold.”’ 

The foreigner who complains, “But I just 
can’t get in with them,” should not worry too 
much about the failure. They have trouble 
getting in with themselves. 


A TRADITIONAL BRIDE 
wears the customary elaborate 
hair-dress known as bunkin- 
taka-shimada and a kimono for 
her marriage. The bridegroom 
is dressed in western clothes. 


The Spell 
of a Vanishing 
Loveliness 


‘“‘Remember that here all is enchantment, — that 
you have fallen under the spell of the dead, — 
that the lights and the colours and the voices 
must fade away at last into emptiness and 
silence.’ So wrote Lafcadio Hearn, the Greek- 
born mystic who, after many years in America, 
found his spiritual home in Japan more than 
half a century ago. Longing for times and things 
past lingers on in modern Japan, which is still 
in transition between East and West, between 
old and new, between placid countryside and 
pulsating 20th-century urban life. For the 
Japanese past commingles with the present day 
and flows on into the future. Age-old customs 
and habits of life are full of vitality, and there 
still persists what Hearn called ‘the viewless 
pressure of numberless vanished generations’”’. 
So in spite of radical changes caused by war and 
economic revolution, Japan continues to bewitch 
the world with the modesty of its women, the 
artistry of its gardens, the mystery of its shrines 
and the magic contours of its hills and valleys. 
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Carrying gay umbrellas, mothers in accompany their children, who wear western-style clothes, along a country road to school. 
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WORLDLY PLEASURES (opposite) lure night-time throngs A SACRED SHRINE honouring Tokugawa Jeyasu draws sight 
past the neon signs of Tokyo’s Asakusa quarter, where seers along a lantern-lined avenue in Ueno Park, Tokyo, 


triple-feature cinemas, tea-houses and jazz clubs seek trade. to pay their homage to the great 17th-century statesman. 


A HILL FARM has a crown 


of gracefully blossoming 


cherry. Here time seems 
at a standstill for the farm- 
er’s wife, who feeds her 
chickens with corn dried 
under the eaves of an old 
thatched barn, Today, 
however, country folk are 
drifting into the towns in 
search of a far easier and 
more exciting way of life. 
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A MEDIEVAL WARRIOR who 
seized power in the 12th cen- 
tury, Minamoto Yoritomo, 
in ceremonial robes, holds a 
shaku, a tablet of wood in- 
dicating his exalted status. 


The Heritage 
of a Long 


APAN before the 19th century was a country 
iq uniquely free from foreign wars. Only twice 
did the Japanese try to take part of the continent, 
and only once was there a threat that Japan 
itself would be invaded. Through the centuries 
the Japanese people were free to develop 
an independent nation, and to borrow ideas 
and institutions from neighbouring peoples. 
China did borrow a gadget from Japan now and 
then (the contribution of which the Japanese 


Isolation 


seem proudest is the folding fan). But Japan 
for its part borrowed a civilization—and from 
a country which, unlike Rome, made no attempt 
to impose it by force. 

Much of pre-modern Japanese history can be 
understood as an _ interplay between the 
indigenous and the foreign—not as a mechanical 
interplay, with one rhythmically rising as the 
other rhythmically falls, but rather as a process 
whereby a stubbornly native element continues 
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The Heritage of a Long Isolation 


to assert itself despite a flood of borrowing. In 
the seventh and eighth centuries the Japanese 
were willing borrowers from China; a second 
period of borrowing from China reached a 
climax in the 15th century; and in the past 
century the Japanese have been equally receptive 
towards influences from the West. In between, 
there have been periods of consolidation and 
withdrawal, generally involving only the inter- 
ruption of official intercourse with foreign 
countries, but once— from the mid 17th century 
to the mid 19th—going to the extreme of 
virtually complete isolation. 

When the West arrived in the 19th century 
and would not be put out, the Japanese were 
uniquely prepared to make the necessary 
adjustments. They had had much experience 
with digesting alien civilizations. Throughout 
their history they had taken techniques from 
abroad and shaped them to the native spirit, 
and it was not hard for them to adopt new 
techniques and customs from the West as they 
had once assimilated new ways from China. 


EFORE the Japanese wrote their own his- 
B tory the country was mentioned in Chinese 
and Korean chronicles. By the beginning of 
the Christian era, some concentration of power 
had been built up in the Kyoto-Osaka area. In 
the fourth century an invasion was mounted 
against Korea, and the Japanese retained a foot- 
hold there until the seventh century. By the 
sixth century, when Buddhism was imported 
from Korea, the principal clan in the Kyoto- 
Osaka area had achieved ascendancy over size- 
able portions of central Japan, and had sufficient 
prestige to call its chiefs the rulers of the land. 
Their family still occupies the Japanese throne. 

The country was far from united, however. 
Local aristocrats continued to be powerful, and 
at places remote from the “‘capital’’ they were 
completely independent. The capital and the 
court were themselves rather insubstantial 
affairs. It was the practice to move the court 
upon an emperor’s death, so that capitals were 
at various times in the Osaka-Nara area and as 
far north as Lake Biwa, east of Kyoto. 
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With the importation of Buddhism, the first 
great flood of culture started from China, com- 
ing by way of Korea. Most ably encouraged 
by Prince Shdtoku, the great statesman of 
seventh-century Japan, the nobility began 
wearing Chinese robes and building Chinese 
buildings, and in theory they adopted a central- 
ized Chinese administrative system anda Chinese 
system of land tenure. The court presently 
settled in Nara. The central clan announced 
somewhat cavalierly that the lands of the realm 
were now its to dispose of, and the landowning 
nobility were given court ranks by way of 
compensation. Actually, as will be apparent in a 
moment, the high-spirited clans were probably 
able to keep the facts of land tenure from 
squaring with the theory. 


O great was the prestige of the Chinese 
S language in this period that it was un- 
certain whether or not the Japanese language 
would ever become an important literary 
medium. So complex had the Japanese written 
language become, because of the adapting of 
characters from the Chinese (a language wholly 
alien to it), that the arguments were compelling 
for using Chinese instead. 

Yet Japanese culture did grow into some- 
thing more than just another form of provincial 
Chinese culture. Beginning in the late ninth 
century, when official relations with China were 
broken off, the native spirit began to reassert 
itself. One important statesman may be taken 
as a symbol of the change: Sugawara Michi- 
zane. He was responsible for discontinuing em- 
bassies to China, and he is credited with having 
invented the expression, “Chinese learning, 
Japanese spirit’’. Since his meteoric career made 
him for a time the most powerful person in the 
land but ended in his being exiled, he is a mel- 
ancholy sort of hero, and the Japanese love to 
invent stories about him. But even if he did not 
coin the phrase, the attribution of it to him is 
symbolically proper. At about the time official 
embassies were stopped, a native spirit was in- 
deed asserting itself, a force which was to shape 
the imported learning into something original. 


Actually the Japanese spirit had been present 
all along. From the start, the Chinese adminis- 
trative system had never really worked. The 
economic and institutional history of the country 
from the seventh century to the 12th can be 
seen as the emergence of Japanese fact over 
Chinese theory. Whatever the country’s rulers 
said about the matter, the regional nobility in 
fact held lands beyond the power of the capital 
to control. By the 12th century the court was 
merely one owner of land rights among many, 
and could do next to nothing about lands not 
its own. The spirit of the Japanese clans, 
truculent and divisive, had kept Chinese 
institutions from working. 

Meanwhile, about the time of the break with 
China, the cultural flowering of the great Heian 
Period was getting under way. The Japanese 
capital was moved from Nara to Kyoto in the 
late eighth century, and there, in the following 
centuries, a small coterie of court nobles set 
about deliberately cultivating good taste. In the 
process they created the finest literature and 
some of the finest works of art that have ever 
come out of Japan. 


HEREAS “Chinese learning” can be 

rather neatly defined, “Japanese spirit” 
is wholly elusive. The first phrase applies to a 
philosophical tradition, either Buddhist or 
Confucian, and to advanced scholarship in fields 
like medicine and philology. The second is much 
vaguer—a touch, a feeling, an intruitive asser- 
tion. In the Heian Period, for example, one 
looks in vain for an adventurous, restless and 
exploring mind. Heian inclinations were pre- 
dominantly aesthetic. The typical intellectual 
was an adapter and not a pioneer, and the finest 
energies of the period went into putting together 
harmonious colours, syllables, perfumes or lines 
of ink. Perhaps nowhere else at any other time 
has so much careful attention been devoted to 
choosing an undergarment or so much time put 
into dispatching a love note, always exquisite 
down to the last detail, with perhaps a tastefully 
faded chrysanthemum to emphasize the melan- 
choly nature of the contents. And never was 


MAJOR PERIODS OF JAPANESE HISTORY 
ARCHAIC PERIOD (Before A.D. 552) 
Peoples from the Asian mainland, ranging 
from Manchuria to South-East Asia, settle 
in Japan. Country becomes partially unified 
around the start of the fourth century. 


ASUKA PERIOD (552-710) 
Buddhism is introduced from China. For 
half a century the state is ruled from Asuka 
in Yamato province. A law code is introduced. 
Strong Buddhist influence on the arts. 


NARA PERIOD (710-794) 
The first permanent capital is built at Nara. 
Buddhism wins wide acceptance. A bud- 
ding Japanese culture comes under the 
powerful influence of Chinese culture. 


HEIAN PERIOD (794-1185) 
The capital is moved to a new city near 
Nara called Heian-kyo (now Kyoto). Native 
art and literature flourish. Power shifts from 
the emperor to the Fujiwara family. 


KAMAKURA PERIOD (1185-1333) 
The first of the shoguns, Minamoto Yori- 
tomo, governs from Kamakura (though the 
imperial court stays in Kyoto). Zen Bud- 
dhism develops. Mongols fail to take Japan. 


MUROMACHI or ASHIKAGA PERIOD (1333-1568) 
The Muromachi shogunate brings the effec- 
tive capital back to Kyoto. The No drama 
and the tea ceremony are developed. St. 
Francis Xavier introduces Christianity. 


AZUCHI-MOMOYAMA PERIOD (1568-1600) 
Civil wars divide Japan, but the country is 
finally unified by Hideyoshi. Unsuccessful 
Korean invasion. leyasu, founder of Toku- 
gawa shogunate, succeeds Hideyoshi. 


EDO or TOKUGAWA PERIOD (1600-1868) 
Tokugawa leyasu moves the government 
administration to Edo (now Tokyo). Christi- 
anity is suppressed. Japan’s isolation ends 
only with Perry’s arrival in 1853. 


MEIJI PERIOD (1868-1912) 
Under Emperor Meiji, Japan adopts western- 
style reforms and begins a programme of 
territorial expansion. Japan defeats China 
and Russia, and becomes a world power. 


TAISHO AND SHOWA PERIODS (1912 —) 
Expansionism in 1930s leads to defeat in 
1945. “Taisho” and “Showa” are names 
given to emperors and their reigns. (Hirohito 
is called the Showa Emperor.) 
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there a society in which the colour-blind, the 
tremulous of the hand or the uncomely of 
countenance were at more of a disadvantage. 
The Japanese spirit made itself known in an- 
other way. As early as the Nara Period, control 
of the country, in so far as it was centrally con- 
trolled, had slipped from the hands of the em- 
perors to the first of the great families who for 
most of the next thousand years were to rule in 
the emperor’s name. Real power was to be in the 
hands of civil regents, such as the Fujiwara 
family of the Heian Period, or of military dicta- 
tors called shoguns—the Minamoto family, the 
Ashikaga, the Tokugawa. 
When one or another of 
these families was not in 
control, various combina- 
tions of events prevented 
vigorous rule by the emper- 
or. Sometimes there were 
civil wars, so that no one 
was in complete control. 
Sometimesa retired emper- 
or took advantage of his 
freedom from ceremonial 
duties to control the titu- 


JAPANESE PROPER NAMES 


The Japanese have always listed prop- 
er names by putting the family name 
first, the given name second. The fa- 
mous Minamoto brothers of the 12th 
century are thus recorded in history 


as Minamoto Yoritomo and Minamoto 
Yoshitsune. Throughout this chapter 
only, Japanese names are given in 
this traditional manner. But in the rest 
of the book, to simplify matters for 


No other disturbance in Japanese history has 
so excited the national imagination. The story 
of the brief rise to glory and precipitous fall of 
the Taira clan has been the source of countless 
tales and plays. So has the temporary eclipse 
and subsequent rise to power of the Minamoto 
clan. From the defeat of the Taira comes the 
archetypal story of the mighty driven from 
power and dispersed, and there are villages 
scattered over Japan and down into the Ryukyu 
Islands whose inhabitants still claim to be 
descended from Taira refugees. 

The Minamoto clan simultaneously produced 
one of the most ruthlessly 
talented men in all Japa- 
nese history and one of the 
most tragically talented: 
the half-brothers Yoritomo 
and Yoshitsune. Yorito- 
mo’s was the master hand 
guiding the Minamoto rise 
to power, and Yoshitsune 
was his most capable gen- 
eral. After the Taira were 
defeated once and for all, 
Yoshitsune himself — be- 


the average reader, the western style 


lar emperor. In the most 
characteristically Japanese 
fashion of all, there were 
on occasion complexes of 
power three or four layers thick: on the throne 
would be an emperor, behind whom would be 
a retired emperor theoretically wielding power 
in his name, behind whom would be a titular 
shogun, behind whom would be a regent—the 
actual wielder of power. 

By the end of the Heian Period — towards the 
close of the 12th century—the court nobility no 
longer had any influence on lands except, pre- 
cariously, its own. The assumption that the 
central government could allot and tax land was 
at an end, and with it the attempt to impose a 
Chinese land system. Meanwhile regional clans 
had become aware of their power, and war broke 
out between the two strongest, the Taira and the 
Minamoto, to decide who should make a new 
beginning towards a central government. 
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is followed, with the family name last. 


came a threat to Yoritomo, 
and so, with his compan- 
ion Benkei, the warrior was 
hounded over the country, 
eventually to commit suicide. Aquiline and 
tight-lipped, Yoritomo is immortalized in a 
portrait that is one of the masterpieces of 
Japanese art. Benkei and Yoshitsune also 
survive: they are among the best-loved characters 
of the Japanese stage. 

Granted the title of shogun by the emperor, 
Yoritomo set up his headquarters at Kamakura, 
south of present-day Tokyo. The Kamakura 
shogunate, in power until the early 14th century, 
began cautiously to assert a unifying influence 
once more. The process continued through the 
early years of the Muromachi shogunate, 
which succeeded the Kamakura shogunate and 
brought the effective capital back to Kyoto. 

For Kyoto, this move was unfortunate. In the 
mid 15th century, fighting broke out between 


rival factions of the shogunate, and the result 
was to destroy the shogunate itself as anything 
more than one regional power among many 
—and, in the process, to destroy Kyoto. The 
civil wars went on for more than a hundred 
years. In Kyoto today, except for a few out- 
lying areas, there is no building left from the 
great Heian Period. 


|’ the centuries of civil war were cruel and 
violent, they were also a time of cultural 
activity. Much of it was under the influence of 
China, for this was a second period of energetic 
borrowing from the continent. This time, how- 
ever, the Chinese flood did not pour in on a 
primitive and unlettered country, but on a 
country that had already acquired some sense of 
its own past. There was no danger that the native 
culture would go under. When the country was 
at length unified at the end of the 16th century, 
peace brought an outburst of artistic gaiety in 
which the Japanese spirit was triumphant. The 
bold yet harmonious paintings in the Nijo Castle 
in Kyoto, for example, could only be Japanese. 
Japan emerged from the civil wars with some- 
thing else: a highly developed commercial 
economy and a buoyant, expansionist mercantile 
spirit. This was the day that saw Japan’s second 
invasion of Korea. The horrors of this 16th 
century invasion have become a part of Korean 
folklore. Almost no Korean public building pre- 
dates the 16th century. The Japanese apparently 
set the torch to everything they came upon. 
Although this political invasion shortly came 
to an end, a commercial invasion of Asia was 
also taking place. By the end of the 16th century, 
Japanese traders were roaming South-East 
Asia, the Indies and the Philippines. Moving 
down on the winds from Siberia, their ships 
would go south in the autumn, to return on the 
early summer monsoon. There were Japanese 
settlements in Annam, Cambodia and Siam as 
well as in the Philippines, and the Japanese were 
so active in the East Indies that the Dutch found 
them valuable as agents and labour contractors. 
Several thousand Japanese seem to have been 
resident in Manila, where the Spaniards kept 


them fairly well out of politics. In other places 
they had more freedom for their energies. One 
remarkable Japanese even became viceroy of 
Siam early in the 17th century, 

Had the process been allowed to continue, 
the commercial empires of the East and the West 
might have struck a precarious balance in south- 
ern Asia, with neither clearly in control. But on 
that, one can only speculate, for Japanese activi- 
ties abroad came to an abrupt halt. Beginning 
in the middle of the 17th century, Japan virtual- 
ly closed itself off from the world. Its far-flung 
traders either came home or were absorbed into 
the cultures of their various adopted countries, 
and Japanese history became a cramped, insular 
affair for two centuries. At the end of this time, 
Japan was far behind the rest of the world in 
technical matters, and the final confrontation 
with the West in the middle of the 19th century 
took place not in southern Asia but on Japanese 
shores, with Japan much the weaker of the 
two parties. 


OR the story of this crucial withdrawal from 

the world it is necessary to return to domes- 
tic matters. When the civil wars at last came to 
an end in the latter half of the 16th century, 
three great men could claim credit for the peace. 
The first, Oda Nobunaga, was originally a 
minor military leader from the Nagoya region, 
but by his 30th year he controlled much of central 
Japan, and by his 40th he had disposed of the 
last Muromachi shogun. By 1582, the year of 
his assassination at the age of 48, he was as near 
as anyone had been for more than a century to 
controlling the whole country. 

He was succeeded by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the 
prime example of a self-made man in Japanese 
history. Hideyoshi was the son of a minor vassal 
of Nobunaga, but had such talent that he early 
won the confidence of his chief and, upon 
Nobunaga’s death, emerged as his successor. 
He continued the conquest of Japan and finally 
brought it under complete control a decade 
later. Hideyoshi’s last important act was the 
unsuccessful invasion of Korea mentioned pre- 
viously. When he died in 1598, only one major 
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problem faced the country: Would his heirs 
preside over Japan or would those of his ablest 
lieutenant, Tokugawa Ieyasu? In the struggle 
for power which ensued, the victory went to 
leyasu, the third great figure of this period, and 
in 1615 the last resistance ended with the fall of 
what had been Hideyoshi’s main stronghold, 
Osaka Castle. 

All three men could be cruel and treacherous. 
Nobunaga ordered the destruction of the huge 
monastery on Mount Hiei, north-east of Kyoto, 
and the slaugher of every monk his men came 
upon; Hideyoshi forced the suicide of his own 
stepson; Ieyasu turned upon the weak heir of 
his former master and took Osaka Castle by 
resort to the most repellent deceit. Yet they 
were all great warriors, and able administrators 
as well. When Ieyasu finally established his 
shogunate in Edo (Tokyo) he governed a rela- 
tively unified country. If the emergence of a 
centralized state is one mark of modernization, 
then it may be said that Japan was launched 
on that course well over two centuries before 
the West finally appeared on the scene. 


HE West had already come once, and its 
A aes had helped to produce the Tokugawa 
administration’s decision to close the country. 
The pioneering Jesuit, St. Francis Xavier, had 
reached Japan in 1549. There followed almost 
a century of Christian missionizing activities 
which ended, after years of persecution, with 
a Christian rebellion in 1637 and the virtual 
exclusion of Europeans from the country. After 
1640 only a few Dutch traders remained, on a 
tiny island in Nagasaki harbour. 

Disagreements within the Catholic Church, 
which was in many ways its own worst enemy 
in Japan, had given the Japanese authorities 
cause to suspect that religious penetration by 
outsiders was a prelude to political penetration. 
The Christian missionaries had come at an un- 
fortunate time, when the civil wars inevitably 
brought them into Japanese politics. The ulti- 
mate victor, Tokugawa Ieyasu, had reason to 
believe that they had had truck with his enemies. 
Yet it is possible that the country might have 
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been closed even if there had been no mission- 
aries at all. The Tokugawa shoguns had a 
notion that society could be kept from changing, 
even while the roving merchant class was busy 
changing it. Quite possibly, therefore, the 
shoguns would have made the merchants come 
home and closed the country in any case. 


N Edo the Tokugawa shoguns set up a 
| régime with many of the attributes of modern 
dictatorship. There were controls on travelling, 
the military barons were required to maintain 
houses in Edo where their families became 
hostages, and the lower classes were organized 
into small groups which were held responsible as 
groups for the misbehaviour of their members. 
(The clannishness and factionalism of the 
Japanese today may perhaps in part be traced 
back to this system.) Even religion was put to 
the service of the government. Everyone had to 
register with a temple, and the registration 
became a means of control. 

Society was divided into four classes: the 
warrior (the samurai whom our soldiers learned 
about during World War II was a lesser member 
of this class), the farmer, the artisan and the 
merchant. Much of Tokugawa economic history 
can be read as a conflict between the theory of 
a statw society and the fact of a changing society. 
Theoretically, the merchants were the lowest 
of the four classes. In reality they were 
economically the most powerful. The shogunate 
assumed that merchants were beneath the 
proud warriors’ notice, an assumption which 
did not encourage a search for a solution to the 
problems posed by the merchants’ presence. 

Modern Japan inherited a code of behaviour 
imposed by the Tokugawa shogunate. Loyalty 
was considered the first of all virtues. To this 
end the shogunate revived a variety of the Con- 
fucianism which had been imported earlier 
from China. In the new version it neglected 
metaphysics and emphasized a secular code 
built around hierarchic relationships of inferior 
to superior (wife to husband, son to father, 
vassal to lord and the like), and around the 
obligations of the former to the latter. When 
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THE JAPANESE EMPIRE at its zenith during World War II 
is shown above, with the dates when the territories were 
acquired. The dotted line marks the farthest Japanese 


the notion of rights for all was imported into 
Japan in the 19th century, a new word had to 
be coined for putting it into Japanese. 

The Tokugawa Japanese was a secularized 
person who looked not to gods but to his 
superior. The one absolute was that the 
superior’s interests must be served. This way of 
thinking and behaving is one of the keys to the 
sudden shifts of which the Japanese are capable. 
The interests of the emperor as head of the 
family-state came first — for was it not he, rather 
than the shogun, who was the final object of 
the cult ofloyalty? His interests, and the nation’s, 
took precedence even if they meant reversing 
national policies overnight. 
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military advance. Beginning in 1942, counter-attacks by 
the U.S.A. and other forces turned the Japanese back, 
and after the war they controlled only their home island. 


The occasion for the reversal was the visit 
in 1853 of Commodore Matthew Perry of the 
U.S. Navy. He was accosting a nation that may 
have preferred, with half its heart, to stay out 
of the world, but a nation that need not have 
been wholly taken by surprise. The Russians 
had been trying for more than half a century 
to open relations. The Dutch, through their 
traders in Nagasaki, had tried to warn the 
shogunate of what was coming. When the U.S.A. 
decided to dispatch the Perry mission to Japan, 
it informed the Dutch of its intentions and the 
message was passed along to Nagasaki. 

In a broader sense, Perry came upon a nation 
that was prepared for drastic innovations, a 
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nation already in the process of changing its 
politcal and economic patterns. Even at the 
end of the 18th century, insularity had begun to 
give Japanese culture a warmed-over look. Art 
and literature were for the most part repeating 
old themes. But at the same time the Tokugawa 
shoguns had indoctrinated the Japanese nation 
in a code of ethics that would remain intact 
and provide an essential stability and discipline 
even if the shoguns were to disappear. 

Disappear they did. The trade treaty with 
Perry set off a train of circumstances beyond the 
shogunate’s control. In 1867 and 1868 the last 
shogun resigned, his followers were subdued 
and the young Emperor Meiji, whose ancestors 
had for centuries wielded almost no power over 
affairs of state, moved from Kyoto to Edo. 
Edo thus became Tokyo (Eastern Capital) and 
the “Meiji Restoration” was accomplished. 

The reign of Meiji, from 1868 to 1912, was 
pre-eminently the day of what the American 
economist Thorstein Veblen was to call ‘“‘the 
Opportunity of Japan’, a period when the 
disciplines instilled under the shoguns could be 
put to the uses of modern technology. The story 
of modern Japan is the story of what happened 
to the old discipline and what was done with 
the new techniques. 


EIJI himself was a shadowy figure, and the 
M vast majority of his subjects never looked 
upon him and never heard his voice. To them 
he was a god. They stared at the ground when 
he passed, and he did not condescend to make 
speeches. It is as a symbol, rather, that he is 
important. When Meiji came to the throne in 
1867 as a boy of 15, Japan was powerless to 
turn away foreign incursions, and had been 
forced into a series of “‘unequal treaties”’ which 
limited the power of Japanese courts of law 
and denied the country tariff autonomy. By 
the time he died in 1912, a group of remarkable 
leaders, chiefly from the south-western clans 
that had been the strongest forces behind the 
Meyi Restoration, had accomplished _ their 
purpose. The country was secure; the unequal 
treaties were gone and Japan was instead allied 
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as an equal with England. Two great neighbour- 
ing powers, China and Russia, had been 
defeated by Japan. Korea and Taiwan had been 
taken over. And —a sign that Meiji leaders were 
more flexible than Tokugawa leaders—the 
earliest representative parliament outside the 
western world had been operating for more 
than two decades. 


HE Mejyi Period was a time of hope, 
d ect youthful vitality and growth. It 
was a long success story, and a period for which 
the Japanese continued to feel great affection. 
One of the most famous modern Japanese 
poetic aphorisms goes like this: 


Snow is falling. 
Meyi recedes in the distance. 


One may imagine the poet looking out as snow 
falls on the roofs of a later, dirtier and less 
buoyant Tokyo, and thinking of that better 
day now disappearing into the past. 

Even by the end of the Meiji Period, how- 
ever, the old discipline was beginning to crack. 
Subordination within the family had been 
central to the Tokugawa code, but early 20th 
century Japanese novels were highly critical of 
the family. With the advent of World War I the 
urbanization of Japan began to leap ahead, and 
by 1923, the year of the great earthquake, Tokyo 
was a city of four million people, or twice what 
it had been in 1900. 

Meanwhile Marxism had entered the country, 
and with it class warfare. The loosening of 
the old restraints brought Japan a flapper era, 
when ‘‘cafés” appeared on the Ginza to satisfy 
every carnal appetite and the ‘‘modern girl” 
tried to look and act like a Hollywood star. It was 
also a period of democratic experiment, when 
universal manhood suffrage came to Japan. 

A decade after the war, the national economy 
began to be caught up in the international de- 
pression. It was obvious that the unity of Meiji 
no longer existed, and in the unhappy decade 
of the 1930s, terrorism, manifesting itself in a 
series of assassinations and attempted assassina- 
tions, gave evidence of deep national divisions. 


The foreign adventures of the decade, the in- 
vasion of Manchuria in 1931 and the invasion 
of China proper in 1937, did not have behind 
them a country united as it had been united 
against the Russians some three decades earlier. 

The most recent phase of Japan’s history is 
familiar to most Westerners. After Japan’s attack 
on Pearl Harbor late in 1941, the country’s 
military and naval forces swept through the 
South Pacific and South-East Asia. In the 
spring of 1942, when the last defenders of the 
Philippines surrendered, the Japanese were on 
the borders of India and were almost within 
jumping-off distance of Australia. By the spring 
of 1945 the Americans had landed on Okinawa, 
one of the Japanese home prefectures, and all 
of the main Japanese cities except Kyoto were 
in ruins. Then came the atomic bomb, and at 
noon on August 15 a stunned nation, which 
had never before heard his voice (he was as 
distant as Meyi had been), was told by Emperor 
Hirohito that it had been defeated. On August 
30, General Douglas MacArthur landed south- 
west of Tokyo, and the task of reorganizing 
and rebuilding began. 


HAT went wrong? Why did the youthful 

\ \ ebullience of the Meiji Period lead to the 
disaster of 1945? Was it because of something 
unchanged in Japan since the Meiji Restoration 
of 1867 and 1868? Or might it have been be- 
cause of something that happened later, because 
of certain perils that lie waiting for all peoples 
somewhere along the way to urbanization and 
industrialization, and which some are luckier at 
avoiding than others? 

Those who blame the World War II defeat 
on something left over from pre-modern Japan 
characteristically offer a Marxist explanation. 
They regard the history of a nation as an 
inevitable progression through various stages 
known as “feudalism” and “bourgeois democ- 
racy” or “capitalism” to “socialism”. From this 
theory they advance the notion that Japanese 
expansionism, which led to the débacle of 1945, 
was caused by “feudal remnants’, centred in 
the imperial household. 


It is impossible to deny the importance of 
the imperial institution. But to say that the 
Japanese fought for the emperor is to say that 
they were impelled by patriotism, which is not 
to say much of anything at all. The imperial 
system had changed a great deal by 1945. The 
young officers who had been responsible for 
the violence of the 1930s did not consider the 
wishes of the emperor, and in 1945 the most 
violent of them sought by force to prevent the 
emperor’s surrender broadcast, even though in 
recording that broadcast he had made his wishes 
quite clear. In brief, though the trappings of 
divinity remained until the beginning of 1946, 
the emperor was already well on the way to 
becoming what the new Constitution tells us he 
is, merely “‘the symbol of the State”’. 


HOSE who advance the theory of ‘feudal 
A eae also do the Japanese a disservice 
by neglecting the steps towards democracy 
which pre-war Japan had taken. Parliamentary 
processes had been formally respected in the 
1930s—even when the Diet voted itself out of 
business—and the notion of democracy as 
something good, if not wholly practical in Japan, 
had been widespread when the 1920s ended. 
Indeed there is no single theory that can 
supply any adequate explanation of Japanese 
expansionism. The upheavals brought on by 
rapid economic modernization, the changing 
role of the imperial throne and the different 
ways by which different groups utilized the 
throne to advance their own purposes are 
certainly factors to be considered. There were 
other forces: some of them lay in the Japanese 
past; others came upon Japan from the outside 
world, which was itself in the throes of revo- 
lutionary change. But it must be remembered 
that each factor is merely a piece of an inter- 
locking puzzle, and only in the interaction of 
the pieces can any significant explanation be 
sought. Similar forces have seized other nations 
caught in the world revolution which has 
been proceeding since the 18th century and sent 
them, too, down the road to dictatorship, 
imperialism and disaster. 
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A Seagirt B astion Snug for centuries behind its ocean moat, Japan has 


never in recorded history been successfully invaded 
by force of arms. What might have been invasion in 


PS 3 { | d 1945 was averted by surrender. Previously, however, 
LalNs nva Crs one major threat of conquest occurred. In 1274, Kublai 


In a I3th-century scroll sequence; the Japanese general Kagesuke prepares for battle. Japanese guards man the fortifications, while 
Mongol bowmen bring down a Japanese horseman riding out to halt the invasion. Takesaki Suyenaga and his soldiers board a 
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Khan, given immortality by the poet Coleridge 
as the Mongol emperor of China who built a 
“stately pleasure dome’, dispatched an expedi- 
tion which was routed. He tried again in 1281, 
but after some land and sea affrays (below) his 
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fleet was destroyed by a typhoon. Thereafter, 
until the arrival of America’s Commodore Mat- 
thew Perry in 1853, few foreign warships reached 
Japan. But the tide changed in the late 19th 
century, when Japan began its own expansion. 


the cavalry sallies forth to attack the invaders. Mounted archers charge the Mongols after a flanking movement through the forest. 


Mongol warship and engage in a fierce battle. Japanese soldiers board the Mongol flagship and fight the enemy at close quarters. 
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ON THE EVE of Japan’s awakening, Commodore Perry later, Townsend Harris, first U.S. Consul General to 
lands at the treaty port of Shimoda in 1854 with a display Japan, raised his flag in the same port. The lithograph is by 
of force to overawe the shogun’s emissaries. Two years Wilhelm Heine, official artist of the Perry expedition. 
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AT THE DAWN of his nation’s advent to world power, 
Emperor Meiji (right), who ruled for 45 years, heads his 
victorious cavalry after the defeat of China in 1895. 
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BOUND FOR MANCHURIA in 
1931, crack Japanese soldiers 
embark on a troopship. Ja- 
pan’s move was one of many 
aggressive acts by totalitarian 
powers before World War II. 


IN CHINA, a local collabora- 
tor (left) blots out the Union 
Jack on the door of a build- 
ing in Hankow in 1938. Jap- 
anese expansion continued 
uninterruptedly until 1942. 


AT HOME, Tokyo’s own ¢lite 
First Division (right) parades 
in triumph through the cap- 
ital in 1936, before sailing 
for Manchuria and the major 
Japanese invasion of China. 


AN EXPANDING EMPIRE drained the nation of manpower and wealth 
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AFTERMATH OF DEFEAT brought its toll of lives and cities 


WAR-WEARY SOLDIERS on the way home in 1945 alight 
from a troop train in the Hiroshima station and see 
the ruins of the first city devastated by the atom’s power. 


CAREFREE CHILDREN (opposite) today enjoy a playground 
in the centre of Hiroshima, where only the Industry Pro- 
motion Hall (centre background) withstood the _ blast. 
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LISTENING POLITELY, mem- 
bers of the Diet, the demo- 
cratic parliament of Japan, 
hear an address delivered by 
Emperor Hirohito, who was 
once worshipped as a deity. 


Storm 


and Calm 


in Politics 


VER two decades have passed since 
) i: Japanese surrender. They have been 
years of remarkable economic growth, and they 
have been years of intellectual unrest, punctu- 
ated by acts and campaigns of political violence. 
One wonders how the nation, so industriously 
producing and consuming in the mid-1960s, 
could have been capable of mass violence over 
revision of the Security Treaty with the U.S.A. 
at the start of the decade; and one looks forward 


with apprehension to the end of the decade 
when a scheduled reappraisal of the treaty ar- 
rangements could again force Japan into a ma- 
jor decision. If there is no crisis in 1970, then 
perhaps the evidence will be conclusive that the 
quiet and generally prosperous years since 1960 
have given the nation a new sense of purpose. 
Seven years of American occupation did not 
make of the Japanese a nation wholly commit- 
ted to the western cause. Yet the Occupation 
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Storm and Calm in Politics 


may claim much credit for the placid face of 
Japan. When General Douglas MacArthur ar- 
rived, a dazed and frightened nation awaited 
him. The task was to rebuild and to reorganize. 
At first the emphasis was less on rebuilding 
than on reorganizing. The initial statement of 
post-surrender policy, prepared by America’s 
State, War and Navy Departments and radioed 
in substance to General MacArthur the day 
before he flew to Japan, was, understandably, 
a somewhat vindictive document. The ultimate 
objectives were to make sure that Japan would 
“not again become a menace to the United 
States or to the peace and security of the world”’, 
and to establish ‘ta peaceful and responsible 
government’. The means towards that end were 
for the most part political: disarmament, re- 
striction of sovereignty to the main home is- 
lands, and the encouragement of ‘‘a desire for 
individual liberties”. Somewhat grudgingly, a 
fourth means was added: the development of 
an economy to satisfy “‘the peacetime require- 
ments of the population’. Lest this fourth 
means give the Japanese extravagant ideas, 
however, a stern warning was handed down: 
“The plight of Japan is the direct outcome of 
its own behaviour, and the Allies will not un- 
dertake the burden of repairing the damage.” 
By the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, 
the emphasis had shifted to economic recovery. 
As early as 1948 the intention to make the 
shift had been clear: the American Secretary of 
the Army, Kenneth Royall, declared that changes 
in the world situation had brought a need for 
changes in policy towards Japan. The country 
must be allowed to stand on its own feet as a 
barrier against the Communist threat in Asia. 


HIS shift in policy has often been called a 
‘| Fame of policy. The articulate intelli- 
gentsia of Japan, who are overwhelmingly in 
favour of the Occupation reforms but reluctant 
to see their country become a “bastion of de- 
mocracy”’ in the Far East if that means involve- 
ment in further international strife, continue to 
blame the “‘reversal’’ on the Americans, and so 
to blame them for the growth of anti-American 
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sentiment in the late Occupation and _post- 
Occupation years. To most Americans, how- 
ever, the change in policy was a shift and not a 
reversal, for the ultimate goals remained the 
same: peace and security. As America’s wartime 
anger faded, the threat from a revived Japan 
seemed to shrink into insignificance, while the 
threat from the two great anti-democratic pow- 
ers on the continent was growing enormously. 

In its reforming years,.down to 1948, the 
American Occupation undertook a great deal. 
Acting through the Japanese Diet, it transferred 
the ownership of cultivated land from landlord 
to tenant farmer. It passed legislation attempting 
to do much the same thing with fishing rights. 
It gave women the vote. It revised the legal 
codes to emphasize equal rights and imposed 
a new constitution with a similar emphasis. It 
revised the educational system to be more like 
that of the United States, both in its structure 
and in the accepted methods of teaching. It 
removed many restrictions on the right to strike 
and encouraged the labour movement. It 
purged wartime leaders in the hope that 
younger leaders would emerge to take their 
places. It dissolved ultra-nationalist organiza- 
tions, and set about breaking up excessive con- 
centrations of power in business and finance. 


UT the American Occupation had short- 
ie and the greatest of these was a 
want of modesty. In this it showed how much it 
was the creature of its leader. Simultaneously 
austere and flamboyant, with a fine knack for 
rhetoric and a genius for seeming almost divinely 
remote, General MacArthur was an imaginative 
and far-sighted statesman. Given his energies 
and his powerful personality, he could have 
sabotaged Washington’s programme for occu- 
pied Japan most effectively, had he been of a 
mind to do so. Instead he made the programme 
his own —so effectively that Japanese and Ameri- 
cans alike tended to forget both that the policy 
did in fact come from Washington and that the 
history of democratic Japan had not begun with 
MacArthur. For he was not a modest leader. 
The great claims his Occupation made for itself 


rather tempted the observer, out of sheer perver- 
sity, to point out that Japan took its first steps 
towards democracy when General MacArthur 
was still in primary school, and that certain 
Occupation reforms were complete failures. 

Among the failures may be counted the at- 
tempt to bring about economic decentraliza- 
tion, which will be discussed in a later chapter; 
the fisheries reform, which did not take into 
consideration the capital needs of marine en- 
terprises; and “the purge of wartime leaders. 
Three post-Occupation prime ministers were 
men who had been purged, and one of them, 
Nobusuke Kishi, had been so deeply involved 
in Japan’s military adventuring that he had 
spent some years in prison awaiting trial as a 
war criminal (he was eventually released with- 
out having been tried). 


THER reforms must be described as mixed 
fo) pea Undeniably a vigorous labour 
movement was established, but it would be diff- 
cult to say that a crop of cool and far-sighted 
union leaders was produced to guide it. Marx 
tends to be their mentor. Again, it is undeniable 
that content and teaching methods in Japanese 
schools are now considerably nearer the Ameri- 
can pattern than they used to be, even though 
many of the teachers are influenced by a Marxist 
union. 

After all these shortcomings are taken into 
account, however, much remains. Leftist critics 
carp at the land reform because it did not also 
divide up forest land, and recent surveys by 
the Ministry of Agriculture suggest some ten- 
dency on the part of the very small farmer to 
give up and sell out to a larger neighbour. But 
the reform none the less did remove the land- 
lord problem, and it gave Japan a huge class 
of farmer-owners, whose political strength has 
on occasion been manifested tellingly. Women 
have the vote, and though they may complain 
of continuing inequalities, no one is likely to 
deprive them of the right to press for change 
through the polls. And, whether or not the Oc- 
cupation can claim credit, the ultra-nationalism 
of the 1930s has been fully discredited, and it 


only becomes more discredited when its latter- 
day adherents encourage such acts of violence 
as the assassination in 1960 of a Socialist poli- 
tician. 

The most basic of the Occupation reforms 
concerned the nation’s laws: the rewriting of 
the legal codes and the promulgation of a new 
constitution. In both cases the emphasis was on 
rights instead of duties, and upon equality as op- 
posed to the old hierarchical arrangements. 
Once again, however, it must be pointed out 
that the Americans did not come up with much 
that the Japanese had not thought of before. 

To take an example: the Civil Code of 1948 
virtually did away with the old-style, authoritar- 
ian family as a legal unit and hence with the 
authority of its head. It improved the positions 
of the family’s weaker members by abolishing 
primogeniture and by allowing a wife the 
grounds for divorce which until then only her 
husband had possessed. But the new code was 
merely an extension of a way of thought that 
had been current in Japan since at least the end 
of World War I, when a special commission to 
study family problems had been established. 

These facts are introduced not to belittle the 
accomplishments of the Occupation, but rather 
to suggest that the reforms may have lasting 
effects because they have played on old native 
sympathies. Indeed it may be that, when the 
final history of the episode is written, the at- 
tempt of the Occupation to weaken the family 
system will prove its most significant act. 


HE new Japanese Constitution was drafted 
by Occupation officials early in 1946, and 
translated into Japanese. Apart from the fact 
that it states the principles of equality and 
individual rights elaborated in the legal codes, 
it is interesting chiefly for its embodiment of the 
very early Occupation spirit, when a revival of 
Japanese militarism was considered the chief 
threat to peace in the Far East. The strangest 
and most controversial provision of the Con- 
stitution, Article 9, should be quoted in full: 
Aspiring sincerely to an international peace 
based on justice and order, the Japanese people 
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forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the 
nation and the threat or use of force as means 
of settling international disputes. 

In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding 
paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other 
war potential, will never be maintained. The 
right of belligerency of the state will not be 
recognized. 

Because of Article 9, the paradoxical fact in 
Japan today is that Japanese who tend to be 
anti-American and to oppose American aims 
in the Far East also oppose constitutional re- 
vision lest this article too be revised. People 
who are pro-American and favour co-operation 
for mutual defence tend, although not unani- 
mously, to favour constitutional revision. 


T is ironic that the new Constitution went 
| [ee effect in May 1947, only a few months 
before the American government announced 
the pending shift in policy. Since the shift, 
Article 9 has been a great source of embarrass- 
ment to American policy makers. It is not.easy to 
justify even limited Japanese armament under 
the Constitution. The usual argument made is 
that the Constitution does not forbid arming for 
defence; but since people never admit to arming 
for anything but defence, one wonders why the 
controversial article was thought worth includ- 
ing in the first place. The government has been 
quietly providing itself with conventional arms 
all the same, and some experts say that they are 
adequate as long as the American nuclear um- 
brella can be relied upon. Perhaps as the years 
go by, Article 9 will shrink to the propor- 
tions of an intellectual irritant. Because of the 
existence of the Article the Japanese Left really 
means unilateral disarmament when it argues 
for “‘neutralism’’. 

Back in 1946, when the Constitution was 
being drafted, there was another article that 
seemed even more controversial: Article 1, 
which demoted the emperor to “‘the symbol of 
the State and of the unity of the people, de- 
riving his position from the will of the peo- 
ple with whom resides sovereign power’. In 
the old Constitution he had been said to 
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combine “‘in Himself the rights of sovereignty”’. 
To conservatives this seemed a radical change 
indeed. In theory it most certainly was, for it 
cut the ground from under the most venerable 
of Japanese institutions, the exercising of power 
in the name of the emperor. The “‘revolution” 
passed quietly, however. Few people argue to- 
day that his majesty should be anything more 
than the symbol of the state. 

Emperor Hirohito and his empress are pop- 
ular, though not revered as emperors once were. 
Hirohito is a shy man whose public duties 
apparently make him somewhat uncomfortable 
and who would probably rather be down on the 
beach pursuing his hobby, marine biology. His 
consort is a dignified, maternal lady, whose pres- 
ence does much to persuade the public that im- 
perial family life is happy. It is testimony to 
their popularity that on January 2, 1961, more 
than 170,000 people trooped into the palace 
grounds to receive a wave of the imperial hand. 
In 1964 the practice of admitting New Year’s 
crowds to the palace grounds was temporarily 
discontinued, but thousands left their names 
at the gate even so. 


HE emperor receives more attention from 
el Pas rural Japanese than from city dwellers. 
But if students notice the emperor at all, it 
is likely to be for purposes of criticizing him. 
Not many Americans would find much to ob- 
ject to, for example, in the emperor’s New 
Year’s poem for 1960: 


This ts my wish: 
That the rays of the rising sun 
May impartially light the corners of the world. 


But the poem provoked a small controversy. 
Was his imperial majesty likening himself to 
the sun? an important university newspaper 
asked. And was he under the illusion that it 
was still his prerogative to do something about 
the welfare of the nation? 

Yet it would be wrong to conclude that 
young people are wholly uninterested in the 
imperial family. Every week magazines catering 
to the young feature the emperor’s children, 


and the doings of his young grandson seem to 
have as much fascination as the rompings of 
Europe’s royal children. 

Whether or not the name of the emperor 
was sufficient in itself to send the Japanese off 
to war in 1941, it no longer seems sufficient 
to make them do much of anything. It has 
disappeared as the focus of or the ultimate sanc- 
tion for power, and any attempt to restore its 
influence would meet with as much hostility 
as Queen Elizabeth II would if she arose one 
morning in London and announced that she 
meant to rule like Queen Elizabeth I. 


OW, then, have the people exercised their 

sovereignty since 1952, when the Occupa- 
tion ended and they were for the first time in a 
position to exercise independent rule? One can- 
not say that they made a very promising start. 
Only three days after the San Francisco Treaty 
came into effect, restoring Japanese indepen- 
dence, there were bloody riots before the 
Imperial Palace, including attacks on American 
property. No violence of such proportions 
occurred again, however, until 1960, when a 
change in relations with the United States 
provoked a violent controversy. In the inter- 
vening years, Japanese politics were impressively 
stable. Time after time the electorate returned 
assemblies with comfortable pro-American 
majorities, or at least majorities committed to 
co-operating with the United States. 

For some years now Japanese “‘renovation- 
ists’’—by which term is meant everyone from 
the most moderate of non-revolutionary 
Socialists to Communists—have been worried 
over their inability to win more than about a 
third of the seats in the House of Represent- 
atives. With a third of the seats they are able 
to block constitutional amendment, but they 
are far from being able to legislate anything 
positive. Although the non-conservative vote 
has gone up in every lower-house election since 
1952, while the vote of the conservatives has 
remained generally the same, the increase has 
not since 1953 been reflected in a proportionally 
greater number of Diet seats. Moreover, the 


growth of the non-conservative popular vote 
is levelling off, and at an increasingly rapid rate, 
if the 1963 elections can be seen as marking 
a trend. 

The fact is that the Japanese electorate is 
stable, even stolid, in its voting habits. Never 
was this more clearly demonstrated than in the 
1960 elections. These were preceded by a year 
of violent political dissension, brought on by 
treaty negotiations with the United States. The 
Security Treaty which allied Japan and the 
United States and which went into effect in 
1952 with the San Francisco Peace Treaty was 
revised by the two governments in 1960 to make 
Japan more nearly an equal partner. The duty 
of the United States to defend Japan, in return 
for Japanese co-operation, was made clear in a 
way it had not been in the 1952 treaty. 

Some Japanese complain about specific 
provisions of the revised treaty, notably its 
failure to provide for a Japanese veto of 
proposed American troop movements. To 
emphasize such objections, however, is to miss 
the more important fact that the opposition 
was, and continues to be, not to the form of 
the treaty but to the treaty’s very existence. 


ATE in 1959 the opposition movement 
began resorting to violence. The Diet build- 

ing was attacked by a radical student organiza- 
tion. Through the winter and spring of 1960 
the resistance movement gathered momentum. 
Each “‘wave” (they were carefully numbered, 
lest the public forget what a determined move- 
ment it faced) was larger than the preceding 
one. In May the prime minister, Nobusuke 
Kishi, pushed ratification of the new treaty 
through the lower house of the Diet—at a time 
when Socialist legislators were boycotting that 
body. Thereafter the violence increased in 
intensity, helped along no doubt by charges that 
Kishi’s methods were undemocratic. Policemen 
were stoned, although in most democracies their 
handling of the mobs would have been thought 
restrained. Night after night, snake-dancing 
crowds took over the heart of the capital city. 
In June, a group of demonstrators tried to keep 
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President Eisenhower’s press secretary from 
entering the city. A few days later the most 
violent of the demonstrations led to the death of 
a girl student. Thereupon the proposed 


Eisenhower visit was cancelled. In the course of 


the disturbances there were armed attacks upon 
two important politicians, one of them the 
prime minister, and a few months later came the 
assassination of the Socialist party chairman. 

In brief, the year 1960 was a stormy time. 
Yet the events seem to have had almost no 
effect upon the elections of November 1960. In 
terms of seats in the House of Representatives, 
the ruling conservatives made fair gains over 
1958, largely at the expense of independents. 
The non-conservatives stayed about where they 
were, although they did manage to elect can- 
didates for the first time from certain highly 
conservative rural districts. The rise in the non- 
conservative vote was almost exactly equal to 
the rise in the total vote. Younger voters probably 
backed the non-conservative parties, but the 
chances are that almost no one else was induced 
to change his vote by the year’s dramatic 
happenings. The events did not produce so 
much as a jog on the long-range curve. 


INCE the disappearance of General Mac- 
Sie Japan has had no powerful political 
figure capable of moving the country, with the 
possible exception of Shigeru Yoshida, prime 
minister in 1946 and 1947, and again from 
1948 to 1954. A tiny, peppery man, Yoshida 
looks a little like Churchill did (a fondness for 
cigars perhaps contributes as much as anything 
to the impression), but he lacks the resonance 
of the Englashman. Confronted once by an 


offending photographer, he dashed a glass of 


water in the man’s face. Long known as “One 
Man” (in English) for his refusal to admit the 
opinions of others, Yoshida is now the nearest 
thing the Japanese have to a much-loved elder 
statesman. It must be remembered, however, 
that the Japanese have traditionally preferred a 
process of group rather than individual decision 
making. And although the type of charismatic 
political personalities so familiar in the West 
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have been missing, Japan has had a stable, if 
small, group of capable and effective leaders 
in the post-war years. 

Despite the outward stability and even the 
dullness of Japanese politics, violence is always 
lurking just out of sight beneath the calm, sunny 
surface. The Japanese are an emotional people, 
and a people who have traditionally put much 
faith in intuition. One cannot argue with people 
who are so intuitive and tell them to be reason- 
able. They will have their way—in acts of civic 
violence, which have beset the politics of Japan 
throughout its modern century; in a remarkable 
wishfulness, which we shall return to in a 
moment; and in a predilection for slogans 
that sometimes seem irrational to western 
observers. 


HE most disturbing thing about Japan to- 
ole is the polarization which became so 
apparent in 1960. The two great forces in 
Japanese politics are far apart on matters of 
policy, especially foreign policy. The left-wing 
Opposition has been thrown into considerable 
disarray in recent years by the Sino-Soviet split, 
but is more unified in its distrust of the Ame- 
rican alliance. On the other side are the conserv- 
ative government and a majority of the voters, 
who go along with the government’s defence 
plans either because of positive conviction or 
for want of an alternative. 

When the Socialist party starts talking about 
foreign policy it begins to seem a bit wishful. 
It envisages a disarmed and neutral Japan, free 
from the entanglements of the American 
alliance and protected by a multilateral guaran- 
tee of Japanese neutrality—the guarantors 
including China and the Soviet Union. 

Thus one may say that the Socialists of today 
have something ironically in common with the 
Occupation planners of 1945: in both cases, 
what is immediately distasteful and perhaps 
dangerous is allowed to overshadow more 
distant dangers and discomforts. The tables are 
turned, and to the Socialists the Security Treaty 
is what “Japanese militarism” was to Americans 
a decade and a half ago. 


The present government, though conserva- 
tive by comparison with the Socialists, is not 
reactionary. It is committed to vigorous eco- 
nomic expansion and, eventually, to something 
like a welfare state. In foreign policy it may be 
described as cautiously pessimistic, holding that 
China and the Soviet Union are not necessarily 
dangerous, but that the American alliance is 
advisable lest they prove to be so. 


~T must be added, to complete the story, that 
if there was a wider variety of ‘‘renovationist”’ 
or non-conservative parties in 1964 than in 1958. 
The Socialists split in late 1959, and in early 
1960 a new party was formed, which called itself 
“Democratic Socialist’? and which announced 
that it was in favour of ties with the West until 
such a time as world conditions permitted do- 
ing without them. This moderate position was 
rejected by the electorate. In the 1960 elections 
the new party was reduced to a minor faction. 
In 1963 it gained six seats in the lower house 
of the Diet, but its country-wide share of the 
vote declined by more than 10 per cent. 

If the presence of a centre party has done 
little to bring the poles together, it is possible 
that a development over which neither Japan 
nor the United States has much control may do 
a great deal. The Sino-Soviet split has made life 
difficult for the Japanese Left. The Socialist party 
has tended to support the vaguely conciliatory 
Soviet position on “peaceful coexistence” and 
allied matters, whereas the Japanese Com- 
munists go down the line with the belligerent 
Chinese. The Socialists, for example, condemned 
nuclear testing by Communist China in 1964; 
no such condemnation was forthcoming from 
the Communists. The intelligentsia, forced to 
make a choice where none was necessary in 
the past, seem more quiet and uncertain than 
in 1960. It is possible, therefore, that the Soviet 
Union, moving between the Chinese and 
American poles, may exercise something of a 
pull on the centre in Japan. 

Only the future can tell. For the moment, most 
of the intellectuals seem to remain on the side 
of one or the other of the two great countries 


that promise to bury capitalism. Several explana- 
tions are possible for the intellectuals’ stubborn 
rejection of the West. Few of them, except 
those who are openly Communist, admit to be- 
ing anti-western; and yet emotionalism, an in- 
sular ignorance of the world, a genuine desire 
for peace and an inability to see an idea through 
to its consequences have driven them into wish- 
fulness about the East. Some have probably 
been driven by fear or tempted into opportun- 
ism: they think they have seen the wave of the 
future and wish to become a part of it. 

Perhaps the best explanation for the intelli- 
gentsia’s attitude derives from the old Japanese 
tradition of importing finished systems. When 
the old Confucianism began to die around the 
time of World War I, Marxism came in as the 
best substitute, a new system to replace the 
old. Confucianism was a secular faith that pur- 
ported to put this world in order and had little 
to say about other worlds, and Marxism does 
the same. As an all-encompassing theory Marx- 
ism has had no serious rival in Japan for the 
past 40 years with the possible exception of the 
virulent ultra-nationalism of the 1930s. But the 
ultra-nationalism was basically a return to the 
discredited Confucianism in its strong emphasis 
on family-like relationships on all levels of 
society, and it had to be imposed by force. 


HE thought control of the 1930s and 1940s, 
in addition to its other faults, did a disserv- 
ice to the Japanese because it stopped the clock 
just when the great Soviet purges and the Hitler- 
Stalin pact were beginning to awaken and shock 
the peoples of many other countries. When the 
clock started again in 1945, the old assump- 
tions of utopian Marxism were still there, un- 
shaken by the cruelty and duplicity of Stalinism. 
But all allegiances do eventually die, and snip- 
ing between Moscow and Peking may contrib- 
ute more to the end of ideology than anything 
the United States or the Japanese government 
can do. Meanwhile, the electorate remains stable, 
and there is no sign that anything short of a 
severe depression can seriously disturb the placid 
course of Japanese elections. 
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From the imperial box in Tokyo’s Korakuen Stadium, Emperor Hirohito and his empress pleasantly acknowledge the greetings of 38,000 
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When Japan was put back on the road to liberal 
he Challenges democracy following World War II, sovereignty was 


transferred from the emperor to the people. Today 


f { % political power, once controlled by an oligarchy, is 
O ransSl 10nN accessible to the masses, and the people are rising 
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baseball fans at a might game. 
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to their opportunity. The country abounds in 
capable public servants. Their task of maintain- 
ing stable government, however, has been com- 
plicated by the threat of violence, which from 
time to time is stirred up by demagogues of 
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who lived in seclusion before the war, now make occasional appearances in public. 


the extreme Right or Left. These malcontents, 
who prey on the emotions of frustrated and im- 
pulsive students and other restive groups, are a 
reminder that a tradition of assassination has 
long plagued the course of Japanese politic 
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BUSY STATESMEN lead Japan in a period of great prosperity 


é 


THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER, Hayato Ikeda, talks with from 1960 until vember 1964, when _ ill-health 
newsmen aboard a train during his victorious election forced him to retire. He was succeeded by Eisaku Sato 


campaign during 1960. Ikeda remained prime minister also a member of the ruling Liberal Democractic party 


A PRAGMATIC POLITICIAN, the prime minister, Eisaku 


Sato, strolls in his formal garden. For long a career officer 


in Japanese governmental bureaux, Sato advanced 


A POWERFUL RIVAL to Sato within the Liberal Democratic 
party, Ichiro Kono (below), a freewheeling career pol- 


itician, is more impulsive and outspoken than Sato. 


quickly after entering politics. Anti-Communist and 


conservative, Sato favours 


increased contact with the 


West and an expansion of the nation’s overseas role. 


A WEALTHY ARISTOCRAT, 
former foreign 


prime minister in 1964, is 


Auchiro Fujiyama (below), 
potential candidate for 


heir to a sugar fortune. 


CAMPAIGNING ina 
farm area, a conscientious 
Diet member makes 


himself known to constituents 


in old-fashioned ways 
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BOWING LOW (efi), 29-year-old lawyer Kazuho Tani- 
kawa tries to hold the farm vote in his Hiroshima election 


district by responding to an old rice worker’s obeisance, 
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SOAKING IN A TUB, Tanikawa (above, centre) exchanges around the neighbourhood. Tanikawa’s father, who held 
some election jokes with two farmer friends in a local the same seat in the Diet, used to campaign in a frock- 
doctor’s private bath after a hard day of vote-seeking coat. The son prefers more informal campaign methods. 
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VIOLENCE ERUPTS at a 
1960 political meeting in 
Tokyo. The victim was 
Inejiro Asanuma, leader 
of the neutralist Socialist 
party, which bitterly o 

posed the Security Treaty 
with the U.S. The a 

sassin, 17-year-old Otoya 
Yamaguchi, a right-wing 


fanatic, stabbed Asanuma 


to death with a foot-long 


samurai sword and later 
hanged himself in his cell 


in a house of detention. 


ROYALTY continues to command the public’s respect, if not its reverence 


A POPULAR CROWN PRINCE, Akihito strolls with his A DEMOCRATIC EMPEROR, Hirohito steps into his Rolls- 
wife and son. Akihito was the first Japanese prince to Royce during a tour. Such tours were begun in 1946 to 
wed a commoner and to send his son to a day school. acquaint the people with their formerly divine emperor. 
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BUSY CRAFTSMEN rinse out 
dyed silk kimono cloth in a 
stream near Kyoto, Cot- 
tage industry still plays a 
large role in the economy, 
but is steadily declining. 


A Resilient 
and Growing 


VERY year, asa part of its annual review of 


living conditions in Japan, the prime min- 
ister’s office provides a portrait of a “‘typical” 
Japanese urban family—the Nakamuras, let us 
call them. The prime minister has told us some- 
thing about the Nakamuras: they have two 
growing children, Mr. Nakamura is the only 


wage earner in the family, and they are a sort of 


composite of all urban working or white-collar 
families in the country. 


Economy 


Given this much, we may imagine a number 
of other things. Since Mr. Nakamura stands 
somewhere near the line where the better-paid 
labouring class merges into the white-collar class, 
he cannot afford much waste. Yet he and Mrs. 
Nakamura and the two small ones manage to 
look neat and not too far out of the mode. Mr. 
Nakamura owns an acceptable business suit or 
two and several kimonos, appropriate to the 
season, to change into when he gets home 
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from work. Mrs. Nakamura very likely wears 
western clothes that lag some distance behind 
Paris (the Japanese kimono, she will tell you, 
is expensive, time-consuming and uncomfort- 
able). Young Master Nakamura is usually turned 
out in a brass-buttoned student uniform, young 
Miss Nakamura in the sailor blouse that is the 
feminine equivalent. 


O be presentable outside the house, the Na- 
T kamuras are likely to have to make some 
sacrifices at home. They will occupy two or 
three rooms, sparsely furnished in the Japanese 
manner. Television is the family’s great source 
of entertainment, although there will be a film 
from time to time and an occasional Sunday 
outing. The last requires a camera, for the 
children must be snapped in front of an ele- 
phant cage. By 1963 one urban family in 10 
owned a motor-car, and the Nakamuras may 
even now be dreaming of a tiny bubble of a 
vehicle. As with the Nakamuras themselves, 
the problem will be where to house it. 

In short, the Nakamuras manage to look not 
very different from middle-class people every- 
where, and even to indulge a modest craving 
tor luxuries; but the hard fact is that. their 
budget is kept precariously in balance only by 
rigid self-denial. Much the same thing can be 
said of the national budget of Japan. Just as Mr. 
Nakamura cannot very often surrender to the 
lure of a few after-work drinks downtown with- 
out throwing his accounts out of balance, so 
the country can allow itself certain luxuries, 
but has to be careful. 

Between January and June 1964, according 
to the prime minister’s figures, Mr. Nakamura 
had to get by each month with an average of 
¥67,278, or just over £66 at the official ex- 
change rate of 1,015 yen to the pound. During 
the month the Nakamuras virtually demolished 
the £66, but they still ended up with a little 
more than they had had at the beginning 
(see box). 

Mr. Nakamura’s monthly pay packet and 
the spending of it tell only part of the story, 
however. Because there is very little slack in the 
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A FAMILY’S MONTHLY BUDGET 


HOUSING AND UTILITIES ES nC ages Seeds 
Rent ihe) 
Utilities and Other Costs GmiZ 

CLOTHING, PERSONAL EFFECTS 

FOOD 
Rice and Other Cereals 
Meat and Fish 
Fruits and Vegetables 
Milk and Eggs 
Alcoholic Beverages 
Other Foods 


MISC. LIVING EXPENSES 
Reading and Recreation 
Social Expenses 


Personal Grooming 

Education 

Medical Care 

Transport and 
Communications 

Other 


at 
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TAXES AND SOCIAL SECURITY 
MISC. EXPENDITURE 


Savings 

Insurance Premiums 
Instalment Payments 
Debt Payments 
Other 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
MONTHLY INCOME 


THE NARROW MARGIN of income over expenditure for 
an average Japanese family is shown above. ‘Personal 
grooming” includes barbers’ and beauty-shop charges. 
The low cost of services in Japan is reflected in such items 
as medical care. A visit to a doctor costs only 2s. for a 
first call, and nothing else for the duration of the illness. 


budget, any kind of emergency or special ex- 
pense will throw it hopelessly out of balance. 
What keeps the Nakamuras going —and enables 
them to buy luxuries like transistor radios —is 
the biannual bonus. Every wage earner ex- 
pects these payments, which are usually made in 
June and December. The December bonus gen- 
erally comes to some two or three months’ 
wages. If Mr. Nakamura’s employer were sud- 
denly to cancel the company bonus scheme, 
the Nakamura family budget would be severely 
strained. Mr. Nakamura lives beyond his im- 
mediate monthly means in confidence that De- 
cember and June will bring boosts. 

Yet he cannot be said to indulge himself 
excessively. His typical meal is chiefly rice, plus 


a few vegetables and, occasionally, a little fish 
or meat. The average Japanese diet is heavily 
weighted with starch, and the balanced meal 
is not common to it. The average worker or 
salary earner is almost puritanical, it would 
seem, when it comes to alcohol. His monthly 
expenditures allow him but a swallow or so 
of the cheapest saké (rice wine) daily. 


UT most striking is the way he scrimps on 
B housing The cramped Nakamura rooms 
are separated by paper doors, inadequate to keep 
the softest remark from becoming family prop- 
erty. The crowding is mitigated somewhat, how- 
ever, by the fact that the typical Japanese room 
is all-purpose, and so uncluttered with objects 
that people can occupy most of it. At night the 
table is pushed to one side and bedding spread 
on the straw mats; during the day the bedding 
goes into a closet and the table comes back to 
the centre. In the winter the table even serves 
as part of a heating unit, acting as a cover fora 
small pit of hot coals that warms the hands and 
feet. The looseness of Japanese construction 
allows the wind to whistle through the cracks 
and makes heating an entire house almost out 
of the question; and so, for warmth, a person 
must apply himself to this one spot. A brazier 
or a gas or electric plate suffices for cooking. 

For certain other things, however, the Naka- 
mura family spends its money fairly liberally. 
More goes for personal grooming (the barber 
and the beauty shop) in a month than goes 
for rent. More is spent on clothing than on 
almost any other single item in the budget, 
and nearly four times as much goes for cloth- 
ing and related items as for rent. 

One may conclude, then, that most Japanese 
economize rigidly on food and housing and in- 
dulge a modest craving for luxuries elsewhere. 
Yet something of a mystery remains. Mr. Naka- 
mura, observed on a commuter’s train, seems 
better groomed than his budget would lead one 
to expect. The average Tokyo commuter is at 
least as well dressed as the average European 
going to work. Especially in the cities, class 
distinctions seem to disappear when people 


dress up for an evening on the town. The 
delivery boy on his day off looks very much 
like the rich boy from business school. It would 
seem that something must have been left out 
of the typical family’s accounts. 

Partly it is what might be called fringe bene- 
fits. Housing expenses for many families are low 
because the company often provides housing, 
and a company may even provide clothes for 
a workman, though not for his wife and chil- 
dren. Even so a person wonders: Are there sta- 
tistics which no one could possibly allow the 
prime minister’s investigators to come upon? 
Expense accounts provide one possible answer. 
An office worker with enough rank can allow 
himself a fondness for geisha parties without 
their showing on the family budget. 

There are other irregular practices as well, and 
the possibilities for indulging in them rise with 
a person’s income. An employee does not al- 
ways put his company’s interests first when he 
sees a chance of lining his own pockets. The 
idea of a gift in return for a favour is so much 
a part of Japanese life that a person whose 
approval is required for a contract 1s quite likely 
to ask the other party in the negotiations for a 
washing machine or an electric fan, and if the 
contract is important the latter will generally 
oblige. This institution reaches to the highest 
levels of Japanese business. 

But here one enters the realm of speculation, 
and can only marvel that the urban Japanese 
dresses and plays as liberally as he does. The 
fascinating problem of the family budget re- 
mains to be fully explored. 


S a city dweller Mr. Nakamura still does 
better than his country cousin. By Au- 

gust 1963 more than 90 per cent of urban 
households had radio and television sets, and 
70 per cent had washing machines and electric 
fans. On the other hand, only 32 per cent of 
rural families owned washing machines, and 
even fewer had electric fans. Yet rural condi- 
tions, too, are improving. More than 75 per cent 
of the rural families had radios and almost 70 
per cent owned television sets by the middle of 
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1963, and 25 per cent of them owned cameras 
and electric rice cookers. 

There are gloomy spots in the economy, and 
housing is the gloomiest. The Construction 
Ministry estimated that the shortage of houses 
in 1964 ran to three million units. Two house- 
holds out of every three were occupied by one 
and a half persons per room. Building of new 
houses had been barely enough to keep up with 
the rush of population into the great cities—a 
phenomenon which has been increasing in re- 
cent years—and inadequate housing has been 
suggested as a cause of the sharp rise in juvenile 
delinquency. In an attempt to alleviate these 
conditions, the government in 1963 launched 
a seven-year programme which is utilizing both 
public and private funds to construct 7°8 mil- 
lion new units. 


HE Japanese people’s fondness for crowds 
“| well known, but as far as housing is con- 
cerned most of them have little choice in the 
matter. The cold statistics come abruptly to 
life when a person picks up his morning paper 
and sees that another child has been smothered 
to death by the half-dozen brothers and sisters 
he was sleeping with, or that another fire has 
wiped out a platoon or so of employees asleep 
in the attic of some shop. A few years ago four 
young men died when a small Tokyo cleaning 
plant burned down, but the toll was small com- 
pared to what it might have been. Eleven men 
had been sleeping on a second floor about 
four yards square, and five women had been 
sleeping next door in a room half that size. 

If there are inadequacies and inequalities, the 
economic situation of all classes is improving, 
and the relief lists grow shorter each year. Al- 
though rapid expansion of the economy has 
produced inflation and an annual rise in the 
cost of living of about 7 per cent a year since 
1960, real wages were rising at the same time, 
and the source of the inflation is, as such things 
go, a healthy one. Real per capita income in 
1962 was double what it was before the war. 

In the single year 1959 the gross national 
product rose by 20 per cent, more than twice 
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the West German growth rate. Export sales 
also rose by 20 per cent. The Japanese growth 
rate has fallen off somewhat in subsequent 
years, partly because the base from which it ‘is 
measured has grown. The rise continues to be 
a substantial achievement, however, far beyond 
the growth rate of the United States in the 
same period. 

Still, there can be no denying that the rapid 
expansion, with the rise in-labour costs that fol- 
lowed in its wake, has brought strains. The in- 
flation is one sign of them, and the Japanese 
foreign-exchange account has been in the red 
more often than not since early 1961. The defi- 
cit is at least in part traceable to excessive cap- 
ital investment, which in turn is a direct result 
of the astonishing growth rate. 

Some economists predict disaster. The gov- 
ernment is optimistic, however, and its ability 
to bring accounts into balance when the situa- 
tion seems really desperate has been demon- 
strated more than once in the past. Unless there 
is a serious world recession and sharp drop 
in exports to the West, the deficit is probably 
not beyond the government’s power to erase. 
Changing tariff policies on the part of coun- 
tries to which Japan must sell may pose still 
another threat, but once again the situation 
seems less than desperate. Meanwhile, the Jap- 
anese ability to produce and to sell new and 
ingenious things abroad seems to remain. 


| Pes the war, Japan made its way by 
concentrating a large supply of labour on 
light industries, but the day when “made in 
Japan” meant that a product was shoddy and 
produced in a sweatshop has passed. And new 
markets are replacing old ones. Europe, which 
in, the mid-1930s took only 8 per cent of Jap- 
anese exports, took 17 per cent in 1962, and 
the percentage taken by North America almost 
doubled in the same period, rising from 18 to 
34 per cent. The ability of the Japanese to 
move on to producing something else as less 
advanced countries take over their traditional 
functions and markets was demonstrated by a 
55 per cent increase between 1959 and 1962 
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A Resilient and Growing Economy 


in Japanese exports of radio and television sets 
and optical instruments and parts. 

Everyone expects the economy to keep grow- 
ing. The question is how fast it will and should 
grow. The government seems watchful but not 
greatly alarmed. Economists generally associated 
with the Socialist party are not so optimistic. 
They make a double-barrelled argument. First 
of all, they say that the economy is growing 
too fast now and changes in the international 
market may cause it to falter. Secondly, they 
hold that completion of war rehabilitation will 
bring a slowing down at home. 

A third criticism of the optimistic official view 
is worth some attention, because it leads to a 
consideration of the ‘“‘dual structure’ of the 
Japanese economy. Socialist economists argue 
that economic growth will lead to further in- 
equalities of wealth. Whether or not they are 
right depends largely on whether or not the 
dual structure continues. It is necessary to look 
at this last in some detail. 


ee, industry is divided into two 
sorts of company. One kind is the large 
modernized company which, because of a big 
outlay for advanced techniques, has succeeded 
in greatly increasing the productivity of its 
labour force. The other is a more traditional 
sort of firm, the small one that has little capital 
outlay and, in sweatshop fashion, relies on 
cheap labour to make its products competitive. 
The question of whether or not inequalities will 
continue in the Japanese economy depends in 
large measure on whether or not companies of 
the second sort are able to survive as the econ- 
omy grows. Will the overworked worker in the 
small plant — the lower half of the dual economy 
—awaken to his opportunities and push his way 
into the other half, thereby leaving his former 
employer with an insuperable labour problem? 
The question is complicated by the fact that 
often the two kinds of company are inter- 
locked. The most modern industrial establish- 
ments frequently put out contracts to cottage 
industries. Visiting some remote spot where 
folk pottery survives, one is quite likely to come 
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upon rows of inartistic plug-like objects drying 
in the sun, and to learn that they are part of an 
order from one of the biggest electronics 
makers in the land. The rural potter can supply 
the huge Hitachi enterprises because labour 
costs are minimal and he needs almost no capital. 
The existence of the dual structure makes it 
impossible to talk about “‘the working class” in 
Japan. There are two working classes: the 
organized élite, employed by advanced, highly 
mechanized concerns; and workers for small 
enterprises, unorganized and underpaid in com- 
parison to the ézte. Strikes are almost always 
staged by organized groups, whose way of 
life must seem like one long, well-paid picnic to 
the unorganized worker in the small plant. 
Although most large companies do better by 
their workers than do the small companies, they 
have generally invited suspicion as representing 
too heavy a concentration of power. Further- 
more, certain of the great industrial combines 
played a sinister part in Japan’s pre-war military 
adventuring. It was therefore the top half of the 
dual structure that American Occupation in 
1945 set about dispersing. The initial post- 
surrender statement of policy announced this 
as one of the economic aims of the Occupa- 
tion: ““To favour a programme for the dissolu- 
tion of the large industrial and banking combin- 
ations which have exercised control of a great 
part of Japan’s trade and industry.’’ Major hold- 
ing companies of the sort that had allied them- 
selves with undemocratic elements before the 
war were dissolved, and the holdings by one com- 
pany ofa sister company’s stock were prohibited. 


k VEN before the Occupation ended, the 
retreat from the deconcentration measures 
had begun. This was partly because no impor- 
tant group in Japanese society had benefited 
directly from the programme, and partly because 
the emphasis of Occupation policies had shifted 
away from reform and in the direction of recov- 
ery. Today the attempt at deconcentration can 
be considered a total failure. The old combines 
are pretty well together again, though in some- 
what different form. Exchanges of stock among 


member companies are no longer illegal. But 
the real centre of economic power today, corre- 
sponding to the old holding company, is the 
bank of the industrial and financial combine. 
Combines are held together not only by the 
banks but by their huge trading companies, 
which act as marketing agencies for the com- 
bines as units, and by informal associations 
among their executives, who continue to think 
of themselvessas members of the same family. 
Thus the heads of the firms once owned by Mit- 
sui, largest of the old combines, have an infor- 
mal social organization called the Monday Club. 


© HE big companies treat their employees in 

| a paternalistic fashion that sometimes ap- 
proaches the Marxian ideal of payment not ac- 
cording to services rendered but according to 
need. Family benefits are common, so that the 
worker with a family receives more than an un- 
married fellow worker on the same job. Fringe 
benefits are elaborate, frequently including med- 
ical services and hospital treatment, and general- 
ly including pensions. Sometimes the benefits 
more than double the nominal wage. 

Hours of work in the big companies are long 
by Western standards, but not by the standards 
of the Japanese firm or small business. Wages 
are not impressive but they are considerably 
higher in the large firms. 

Working for a big company can seem very 
comforting. A modern electronics plant is likely 
to be antiseptically clean and well lighted. In- 
deed, it bears a strong resemblance to a hospital 
laboratory. The white-garbed transistor techni- 
cians might well be analysing cardiograms or 
preparing for surgery, so germ-free do the sur- 
roundings seem. Many of the workers are even 
equipped with masks, for lung ailments are com- 
mon and the Japanese, much in fear of them, 
derive great comfort from masks. 

Beyond the broad windows the company lawn 
looks pleasant and inviting. On the roof there 
are volley-ball courts and ping-pong tables for 
those who wish to spend the lunch hour com- 
petitively, and medicine balls for those who do 
not. There are likely to be company dormitories, 


and the personnel are able to choose from a 
wide variety of social and educational “‘circles”’, 
where they exchange magazines, discuss striking 
for more ping-pong tables, or join in singing 
“Old Black Joe” and other songs. 

In short, the big firms provide protection 
from the winds that blow, and this is responsible 
for the great contradiction in the Japanese 
labour movement. The strongest unions are led 
by doctrinaire Marxists, but surveys show that 
the members of these unions are quite un- 
Marxian in their tastes and ambitions. 

The boy who comes off the farm and goes 
to work for a small establishment, on the other 
hand, can expect to rise at dawn and work until 
after nightfall with no more than two days off 
a month. The shop will be dark and dingy, and 
there will be no fringe benefits save what the 
employer feels duty-bound to provide. The 
allure of the bright electronics and camera fac- 
tories is having its effect, however, and life is 
not as hard for the worker in the small com- 
pany as it once was. 


N 1959 the average worker in a company 
| rae five to 29 people received only 
62 per cent of the wages of the worker in a 
company with more than 30 employees, but by 
1962 the wages of the small-company worker 
were approaching 72 per cent of those of the 
larger-company employee. The trend will no 
doubt continue, and the small entrepreneur or 
proprietor of a household goods establishment 
will have problems as the economy grows and 
the supply of cheap labour dwindles. 

The farm boy who has been willing to work 
near his home will go to work for the big 
plant over the hill, labour costs will become an 
item that can no longer be ignored, and so 
the dual structure may be expected to disappear. 
The change will not be painless. The young 
people will be no problem, for they are mobile 
and will no doubt be pleased at the shorter 
hours and better pay they have at the electronics 
plant. For the middle-aged and older people, 
the transition will be difficult, for it will-mean 
the loss of a cherished independence. 
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A Widening Gap 
in Ways of 
Living and 
Working 


‘Japan is a world the reverse of Europe. Hardly 
in anything do their ways conform to ours. They 
eat and dress . . . differently. .. . Their meth- 
ods of doing business, their manner of sitting 
down, their buildings, their domestic arrange- 
ments . . . are so unlike ours as to be beyond 
description or understanding.” The astonished 
traveller was Father Alexandro Valignano, an 
Italian Jesuit who four centuries ago followed 
St. Francis Xavier to Japan as a fisher of souls. 
Valignano would be puzzled today by contrasts 
between the medieval cottage economy he saw 
then, which has persisted until the present time 
in the countryside, and the modern industrial- 
ism that lives side by side with it. The “dual 
structure” of the modern Japanese economy is 
also reflected in contrasting standards of liv- 
ing. Although there has been a sharp upward 
trend in general living conditions for all classes, 
the gap between town and country, between 
unskilled labour and organized factory workers, 
continues to widen at an accelerating speed. 


PULLING UP SEEDLINGS of rice in rich paddies near 
Lake Suwa, women transplant the sprouts to fields cleared 
of the stubble of winter wheat. Rice is Japan’s staple diet. 


THERING FOR SUPPER, 


farm family sits around It is cooked and served the farmer’s daug 
an open zrori fireplace with its traditional iron kettle. who by 
Their food consi 


ter-in-law, 
ts of soup with noodles, rice and tea. 


ancient custom is a maid of all work. The men 


are still in work clothes after a long day in the fields. 


A MERCHANT’S FAMILY spends 


ARRIVING HOME, Akio Hasegawa, who owns a kimono 
store in Kyoto, puts aside his business suit and is helped 


into a kimono by his wife on the veranda of his home. 


CHOOSING A SCROLL, or kakemono, from his collec- 
tion (left), Akio will h g it for a month in the tokonoma, 


or alcove of honour, the most revered corner of the home. 


a holiday evening enjoying some of the traditional pleasures of the home 


PLAYING CARDS provides a holiday diversion. Here three roar with laughter by chanting the first half of a classical 
generations of the Hasegawa family play “One Hundred poem in the style of a monk, while his children and grand- 
Poems’. Grandfather Daisaburo (centre) makes them children hunt for the matching half on cards on the floor. 
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THE BOUNTIFUL SEA is a 
major source of work and 
sustenance for a people seldom 


out of sight of ats shores 


TWIN TANKERS are built simultaneously at a Kure 
shipyard (opposite). Each of these weighs 85,000 tons, 
but other shipyards build leviathans of 150,000 tons. 


A FISHING FLEET is made ready for the harvest (right) by 
the sea-going villagers of Enoshima. Japan has more 


than 400,000 fishing boats in service off its shores. 


SEAWEED HARVESTERS brave the tides and currents of 
Japan’s island-dotted Inland Sea (below) to bring in 
boatloads of a foodstuff much eaten by the Japanese. 


AN INDUSTRIAL EMPIRE basea 


A BOARD MEETING of the successful Matsushita enter- 
prises is convened by the company’s founder, Kono- 


suke Matsushita, who sits at the head of the _ table. 


INTENT WORKERS solder parts of television sets (left) 


at an enormous Matsushita factory near Osaka. This 


factory possesses an assembly line four miles long. 


on painstaking workmanship and the acumen of a remarkable businessman 


GRY PERERBE 


WAR HOD 
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A FARSEEING TYCOON, Matsushita sits among some of Born in 1894, Matsushita nevertheless epitomizes Ja- 
the more than 10,000 different items—which range pan’s post-war energy and _ progress. His welfare 
from transistors to homes—produced by his company. scheme for his workers is amazingly comprehensive. 
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TEEN-AGE ECSTASY lights up 
faces in a crowd of Tokyo 
youths waiting to see their 
idol, a singer named Ka- 
zuo Funaki, whose picture 
is held ecstatically aloft. 


Upheavals 
in Family 


and Society 


HE defeat of 1945 shook Japanese society 

profoundly, bringing changes and disloca- 
tions whose effects are still being felt. Although 
the 1945 débacle is often compared with the 
abrupt reversals that occurred in 1867 and 1868, 
when the Tokugawa shogunate was overthrown 
and the West came flooding in, the repercus- 
sions of 1945 were far deeper. The World War II 
defeat marked the end of something basic, for 
the principles of loyalty and duty which were 


the core of Japanese life and custom were chal- 
lenged as they had not been in 1867. 

To understand those principles it is necessary 
to recall the essential thoughtlessness of Japa- 
nese thought. The technician, the commenta- 
tor, the weigher and measurer of natural objects 
are common enough in Japanese history, but 
the creator of bold, rational systems is rare. The 
two main traditions of medieval Japanese Bud- 
dhism (that is, of Buddhism between about 
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1200 and about 1600) were both fundamentally 
anu-rational. One was a simple pietism, the 
religion of the masses, which preached com- 
plete surrender to the saving power of the lord 
Amida. The other was the more aristocratic Zen 
tradition, which had a profound influence on the 
arts and was the reverse of popular Buddhism 
in urging action and self-cultivation, but which 
was at one with it in ultimately denying the power 
of the intellect. Indeed, the denial by Zen has 
traditionally been the more aggressive of the 
two. A person does not make generalizations 
about Zen, including the generalization that has 
just been made, unless he is resigned to being 
beaten about the head by some Zen master, 
who will roar: ‘‘Zen is not words!”’ 

It was upon this intuitive way of the mind 
that the Tokugawa shoguns (in power from 
the 17th century to the middle of the 19th) set 
about imposing a conformity so absolute that it 
might better be described as blind identification: 
identification with one’s group and one’s betters, 
and with the state through the father of the 
family and the father-like leader of the clique 
or faction. They succeeded remarkably well. 
When the modern Canadian historian FE. H. 
Norman set off on a search through Japanese 
literature to locate a critic of Tokugawa society 
and a “stalwart champion who stood forth to 
break a lance against despotism”’, he found only 
“pale and insubstantial shadows’’. Finally, in a 
last effort, he unearthed Ando Shéeki, an ob- 
scure rustic thinker who lived around 1700 and 
whom most Japanese had never heard of. 


HEN the great changes of 1867 and 1868 

occurred, it was a relatively simple mat- 
ter for the ultimate object of identification to 
become the young Emperor Meiji, and the Mei- 
Ji success story began. In 1945 such a transfer 
of loyalty was far more difficult because the 
leaders of the country were discredited and no 
longer worthy to be objects of identification. 
The object of reverence and loyalty, the father 
of the family and state, had, in effect, died. For 
many Japanese, of course, he had died long 
before, and had been replaced by new gods, 
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whose attributes were largely ‘‘scientific’’ —the 
“scientific” historiography of Marx, the posi- 
tivism of the natural sciences and so on. For 
others, the 1945 shock brought deprivation. 
Some of them, particularly on the farms, con- 
tinued to be in the grip of family authority, but 
this domination was not as easily taken for 
granted as it had once been. One discontented 
young man from a rural area said recently in a 
newspaper interview, “It’s a pretty dismal thing, 
being the oldest son of a farmer. You're tied to 
the family, you’re driven out into the fields, and 
you don’t have time or money for any fun.” 


S the young fellow’s remarks suggest, the 
Aa family system is still strong outside 
the cities. The father is a tyrant against whom 
a son must be very intrepid indeed to rebel, and 
the oldest son, who can expect to inherit the 
family property, is little better off. Yet other 
sons and daughters can migrate to the cities. 

The rising young urban generation has set 
about turning the old principles upside down. 
The vogue is to emphasize the rights of young 
people, whereas it was once to stress their du- 
ties. Today there isa much freer attitude towards 
coeducational schooling and teenage dating. 
Departing from the tradition of arranged mar- 
riages, more and more young people are choos- 
ing their own partners. And, especially in the 
cities, many newly-weds are setting up house- 
keeping on their own instead of remaining in 
the household of the groom’s parents. 

The old relationship between mother-in-law 
and daughter-in-law is also being reversed. It 
used to be the case, and it frequently still is in 
the country, that the mother-in-law was a tyrant 
and the daughter-in-law could not expect her 
own husband to protect her from the older 
woman’s vindictiveness. A writer of an advice- 
to-the-troubled column for a large newspaper 
recently remarked, however, that her sympathies 
were shifting to the side of the mother-in-law. 
According to the columnist, there are house- 
holds in which the poor woman cannot open 
her mouth without being accused of undemo- 
cratic, old-fashioned views. 


Yet the “levelling process” has not brought 
about free association among family members 
as equals. If anything, it has introduced an 
element of uneasiness, and so increased the 
stiffness. Meanwhile the oldest brother contin- 
ues to be reared differently from the other 
brothers, and the brothers from the sisters, and 
so everyone knows his place—if only to rebel 
against it. The father is an aloof figure who 
never thinks of telephoning when he will not 
be home for difiner. He no longer brings home 
the children of his extramarital affairs for his 
wife to rear, as he once did, but the evidence in 
the newspapers is that he still considers it his 
privilege to have the affairs. The mother envel- 
opes her children in animal warmth during their 
earliest years, but when their needs start becom- 
ing more subtle she has little to say to them. 


NDEED there can be few countries where 
Detection between the generations is 
breaking down at a more rapid rate. Partly this 
is a matter of language. The father is usually 
able to read a sort of prose, still strongly under 
the influence of the Chinese classics, that is too 
much trouble for his son. Meanwhile the son 
has acquired a strange language influenced by 
Marx and Hollywood that is often gibberish to 
his father. 

Education, too, has changed. Even if the 
father is one of those who long ago found new 
gods for the old ones, he is still a product of 
traditional education, with its emphasis on 
knowing one’s place, and in whatever tight little 
faction he belongs, in business or cultural 
affairs, subordination is probably still the rule. 
The son will one day have his own faction, no 
doubt, but thus far everything that his “‘pro- 
gressive’ teachers have taught him makes his 
father’s ways look so feudal that he sees no 
point in talking. 

Yet the child psychologist who upbraids par- 
ents for having failed to provide a sufficiently 
loving atmosphere and the teacher or professor 
who says ‘‘feudal’’ things are the greatest evils 
are not likely themselves to be models of ideal 
behaviour. Rather they are likely to be aloof and 


chilly, and nowhere is factionalism as rampant 
as in the academic world. It is indicative of the 
state of things, to cite a small example, that the 
inter-library loan is practically unknown in 
Japan. When one university learns that it has a 
book not present at another university the im- 
pulse is not to offer the book but to lock it up. 

In this fragmented world, it is not at all sur- 
prising that the student should turn up in the 
singing tea-rooms which are so widespread in 
Tokyo today. There he can at least sing belliger- 
ently peaceful songs with other self-appointed 
victims of future nuclear wars. But some of his 
reactions are far more alarming. A complete 
rejection of authority is one symptom —a belief 
that anything goes. Extreme, unbridled individ- 
ualism is one of the themes running through 
post-war Japanese literature. In a novel by Ooka 
published in 1950, the young hero meditates 
on the state of man and the world: ‘“The chaos 
of defeat strengthened the idea that had been in 
his heart, as a stepchild, from long before: that 
he had only himself to rely on. . . . The be- 
haviour of the Japanese people after his release 
from the army merely underwrote the convic- 
tion. He had no interest in the student move- 
ment, he did not believe in democracy.” 


UT perhaps the supreme exponent of such 
Banc (or lack of ethics) was a young 
student named Koji Yamazaki, who in the years 
just after the war came into some prominence 
as a seemingly successful speculator. One of his 
mottoes, it seems was: “If you don’t rape her, 
someone else will.” Although he seemed to be 
making tremendous amounts of money, young 
Yamazaki presently found himself unable to 
pay his debts. He thereupon committed suicide 
—evidently to atone for violating the one prin- 
ciple he allowed himself, the sanctity of the 
contract. 

Another manifestation of the post-war malaise 
is the incidence of crime and suicide. Japanese 
suicide is a highly complicated phenomenon. 
Sometimes it seems to be nothing new at all but 
a remarkable survival of something very old. 
Such was the case with the young right-wing 
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fanatic who in 1960 assassinated the chairman 
of the Socialist party and then killed himself, 
His compulsion was evidently a hangover from 
the blind identification with father and group 
that characterized Tokugawa Japan. Sometimes 
suicide can be a somewhat theatrical gesture, 
the romantic climax to a romantic career, as 
when the flamboyant, aggressively profligate 
novelist Osamu Dazai drowned himself in 1948. 
(Even now, however, there lingers a suspicion 
that his girl friend pushed him in.) 

Finally, suicide often seems to embody an 
afterglow of Pietist Buddhism, as witnessed by 
the extraordinary incidence of double suicides, 
in which lovers kept apart in this world travel 
together to the next. In any event, there is no 
escaping the significant fact that Japan has by 
far the highest rate in the world for suicides by 
young people. Suicide is the largest single cause 
of death in Japan among young people between 
the ages of 15 and 24. 

As in many other countries, juvenile delin- 
quency is rising rapidly, and the age of the 
delinquents is falling. In one year, 1959, trans- 
gressions by people under 16 rose by nearly a 
quarter, while the figure for minors in general 
was rising by a little more than a tenth. The 
nature of the crimes is also changing. Those of 
a violent nature are rising rapidly, and sex 
crimes the most rapidly of all. Of this last fact, 
however, the Japanese Ministry of Health and 
Welfare is able to take a surprisingly sunny view: 
it suggests that young people are healthier (cer- 
tainly they are much larger than they used to be) 
and hence have more wild oats to sow. 


T is hard to see, however, why the young 
| ae must resort to crime in their search 
for gratification, unless, like well-fed cats hunt- 
ing sparrows, it is the taking and not the taken 
that interests them. Nowhere in the world is 
gratification easier to come by than in a large 
Japanese city, particularly Tokyo. The dress of 
the young is extravagantly provocative, being 
derived from Hollywood, and once provoked 
they have all manner of crannies to withdraw to: 
cheap inns that ask no questions and rooms 


80 


rented by the hour; bars to please everyone from 
Narcissus to satyr; dance halls where it is too 
crowded to do anything but jostle and snuggle; 
dark coffee shops where almost anything can 
happen; dark cinemas where everything short of 
“the final line’ is crossed; Turkish baths that 
have leaped in to fill the gap left by the outlaw- 
ing of prostitution in 1958; and brothels that 
thrive under many other names. Tokyo is a great 
pot of flesh. Foreign visitors are sometimes re- 
minded of the Berlin of the Weimar Republic. 


pleasure seekers are happy. There is some- 
thing frantic about them, milling around, all 
feet and elbows, pushing their way off trains 
so that other crowds can push their way on, 


Oire sometimes wonders if the crowds of 


forming lines a hundred yards long to board 
trains that will take them to the mountains, 
where they can push one another off cliffs and 
poke skis in one another’s eyes. On a single 
mountain north-west of Tokyo 14 people fell 
over cliffs in 1963 and at least 18 died in 1964. 
During the last week of December 1963, the 
National provided transport for 
some 37 million travellers. The Japanese film 
industry is worried not only about the competi- 
tion offered by television; it is concerned that 
the enormous vogue for travel will cut into the 


Railways 


box office as more people can afford to go on 
excursions. 

They are very restless, these people on the 
move, and prepared to face the rigours of cheap 
travel —a taxing, arduous business —just for the 
sake of getting somewhere. The rotunda of 
Tokyo Central Station at six o’clock any even- 
ing resembles a pan on the boil, and in Shinjuku 
and Ueno Stations, where people catch the ski 
trains, the effect is intensified by the fact 
that the pan is not large enough. So one 
asks the question: Are they happy? Might 
they not be happier if some strong man were 
to come along and tell them to sit down for a 
while, to stop buzzing, to be done with this 
frantic pursuit of pleasure? 

For there is another side to the story. In spite 
of such exaggerated individualists as Ooka’s 


hero and young Yamazaki, the Japanese may 
still be called a docile people, and a people 
with a strong urge to conform. Today, just as 
in the period explored by E. H. Norman, the 
true rebel is not easy to find. 


HERE is evidence, albeit tentative, that 

Japan is beginning to experience a phenom- 
enon often discussed in the West: the appear- 
ance of a conservative youth. Many of the young 
radicals who took part in street rioting a few 
years agO now seem contented in the lower 
echelons of business. Investigations undertaken 
by the conservative Liberal Democratic party 
have produced figures to show that it may 
expect a growing share of the very young vote, 
and the 20-year-old today seems altogether 
more staid and satisfied than did his predecessor 
only a few years ago. 

Tokyo may be a huge fleshpot and the 
smoke-filled coffee-houses may be popular, but 
so are the concert halls and theatres. The per- 
formances of visiting western companies and 
artists are almost always sold out in advance, 
and Japan today is producing an increasing 
number of serious young composers and artists 
of its own. 

Moreover, Japanese equivalents of the Kinsey 
Report suggest that there is still a powerful 
strain of propriety among all classes. Although 
the reports are often wildly unscientific, they 
agree that sexual experiment is considerably 
rarer among young Japanese than Kinsey 
found it to be among young Americans. 

Under certain circumstances where one might 
expect violence, the Japanese show a surprising 
docility. A Western psychiatrist on a visit to 
Japan once described his astonishment at seeing 
the most explosive sort of psychotic patients 
separated from each other only by a pane of 
glass. And Japanese drunks are among the most 
amiable in the world. Where the Irish drunk 
might be expected to grow beligerent, the Jap- 
anese drunk has a tendency to grow talkative, 
sentimental and affectionate. Perhaps he has 
been so trained to follow social forms from 
childhood that he follows such forms even when 


he has temporarily lost control of his faculties. 

So one is driven to the conclusion that the 
Japanese are a people with a strong urge to 
conform, although today they have little to 
conform to except fads, ceremonial traditions 
and a vague mood. On an intellectual level the 
mood is the anti-western one which brought 
the demonstrators of 1960 together. Emotion- 
ally it finds expresson in the restless moving 
about through the country and from one fad 
to another. In this highly fragmented society 
a great many people feel that they belong to 
nothing at all. The transition to totalitarianism 
would be less painful for the Japanese than for 
any western people. Just occasionally, as one 
watches them jump restlessly about, a glimmer 
of fear for their future may cross one’s mind: 
might they not in fact be happier if such a 
transition were to occur? 


EVERTHELESS, in matters as delicate as 
Nee it is not wise to make statements that 
have the look of predictions. Some of the in- 
tellectuals and the youth once looked starry- 
eyed on the “socialism” of Red China; today 
there is a growing awareness among them that 
China is a potential threat to Japan, made even 
more so recently by China’s successful explosion 
of a nuclear device. Anti-westernism is a more 
difficult position to maintain nowadays than it 
once was. 

If on the one hand the Japanese, and particu- 
larly the youth of Japan, seem given over to 
pleasure, on the other they seem to be res- 
trained by an almost Confucian respect for 
propriety and by a keen awareness of the im- 
pression that the nation is making on the world. 
A very discerning observer of the young of 
Japan has cogently described them as “the 
disciplined sybarites”’. 

And perhaps the most important thing about 
the younger generation is the most obvious: 
they are so full of life. The new freedom has 
brought problems, perhaps, and no one can be 
sure that there will not be a reaction against 
that new freedom, but at least it has not yet 
produced an apathetic generation. 


81 


SZ, 


Ze 
Z 


Uy 


des 


ON A TOKYO STREET, a young couple stroll together aft- 
er nightfall. The younger generation can now enjoy 


the pleasures of going out, which their parents could not. 


AT A UNIVERSITY DANCE (right), girls in kimonos and in 
western clothes chat informally with their escorts. But 


strict decorum is observed and the dance ends at 9.30 p.m. 


Y outh’s Quest 
fora Newldentity 


The urban youth of Japan are heavily engaged 


in the search for new values to replace old dog- 
mas in which they have no confidence. It is a 
process prickly for themselves and painful to 
their elders, who still submissively accept the 


oe 


authority of family, religion and state that is 
so brusquely rejected by their restless children. 
Sometimes the quest of youth ends bleakly in 
a withdrawal into self, but more often it ends 
in the excitement of new ideas and new heroes. 
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PROTESTING young Japanese 
(opposite) gather in ‘Tokyo's 


Tomoshibi tea-room to sing 


ballads which complain of 
the hydrogen bomb and _ oth- 


er nightmares of modern life. 


ESCAPING in music, youths 
hypnotize themselves with jazz 
rhythms at a Tokyo nig 

spot (right), Some are ronin, 
students who have failed 


their university entrance exams. 


DANCING at dawn, a group 
of raritteru—sleeping-pill a 
dicts— gathers by a beach fire 
(below) after a party. Many 
young Japanese have joined 


the rootless ban of raritteru. 


THE NEW IDOLS of youth include successful young actors and singers 


AN ABLE ACTRESS, Sayuri Yoshi- 
naga began her career at 10 
and had appeared in 51 feature 
films by the age of 19. Her 
acting is acclaimed both by 


critics and a host of admirers. 


RICH REWARDS of film and 
television fame for Fujiko 
Yamamoto (opposite, on the right) 
include a modern £30,000 vil- 
la with swimming pool, which 


she enjoys with her mother. 


AN IDOLIZED SINGER, Kazuo Fu- 
naki cares for one of his pet 
birds. Funaki performs in a 
traditional kimono, unlike 
many currently popular sing- 


ers who favour western styles. 
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Reflections n the placid water are cast by trees and stonework in the classical garden laid out 350 years ago by Kobori Enshi around the 
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Katsura Imperial Villa in Kyoto. Here a marriage of human artifice and natural loveliness creates a feeling of tranquillity and harmony. 


OR the finer manifestations of “the Japanese 

spirit’’—that hardy native essence which 
throughout history has made the country’s bor- 
rowing from other lands something more than 
simple imitation — the inquiring outsider should 
look to the arts of Japan. If he is lucky enough 
to be in Japan while he is making his inquiries, 
he should note the sensitive awareness of na- 
ture that forms the basis of the arts, and some- 
how manages to withstand the onslaughts of 
modernization. In architecture, painting, the 
dramatic arts and certain forms of literature, the 


Japanese contribution has been so original that 
anyone who has recognized it is the richer for 
having done so. 

In the preceding chapters the emphasis has 
been on change, and this may have given the 
impression of a nation racing madly away from 
its past, eager to be done with the whole fusty 
business. Yet for all the change, there remains 
within the Japanese a stubborn cultural con- 
servatism. Just as a millennium ago that rock 
of native spirit reared above the flood of bor- 
rowing from the Chinese, so today a distinctly 
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Japanese feeling for things has survived defeat, 
occupation and urbanization. Much about the 
Japanese spirit is admirable. 

The visitor with only a short time for investi- 
gating had best go to Kyoto and such smaller 
unbombed cities as Kanazawa in search of the 
outward signs of this spirit: the sudden mossy 
vision of stillness behind an earthen wall; the 
fire festival lighting up the summer sky or the 
temple bell echoing in the winter night; the 
cleanly appointed, sweet-smelling, rush-matted 
room that seems to live with the seasons, from 
the cherry blossoms and the lacy green of early 
spring, through summer and autumn, to the 
white dots of flowering plum and the red dots 
of camellia that keep the Japanese winter from 
ever being quite dead. 


N observer who has time and patience, how- 
A will presently see that something of all 
this remains in Tokyo and Osaka, too. They 
are cities almost without parks, huge growths 
eating up greenery, but they somehow manage 
to keep time with the rhythm of the earth, as 
most great cities have long forgotten how to do. 
In part this is because they are so largely made 
up of people just in from the country, but 
more it is because they are intrinsically Japanese. 
An ability to respond to nature and become 
part of its changing lights and moods has long 
permeated Japanese life and art. 

The River Sumida, which flows through To- 
kyo, is one of the filthiest in the world; but 
when a person goes boating on a summer night 
and the breeze brings the plaintive twang of the 
three-stringed samisen from other boats and 
perhaps the smell of the fish market (that dis- 
tilled essence of the country which lives by 
the sea), he becomes part of the summer itself. 
The huts along the bank may be miserable; and 
yet the poor districts of Tokyo, with their reed 
blinds waving in the summer breeze, their fire- 
flies and crickets bought at some market in 
delicate bamboo cages, their morning-glories 
climbing into the night, are not merely sordid, 
as similar districts of London or New York are. 
They still have their ties with nature. 


So much may be observed by walking the 
streets and floating on the waters, but it is nec- 
essary to go behind walls to find gardens in 
Japan. This is as true of Kyoto as it is of Tokyo. 
The quiet lines and colours of Kyoto make it 
seem like the essence of repose compared to the 
capital city. For real visions of stillness, how- 
ever, one has to leave the public streets. A 
garden nestled against one of the lovely eastern 
hills of the city does not make use of the hill, 
but rather — walled, self-contained and involut- 
ed — looks in upon itself. 

When a garden does attempt to make use of 
a large, open view, the effect is not the unified 
one of the great English parks, but somehow 
fragmented. The observer’s interest leaves the 
broad, over-all view and turns to the self-con- 
tained parts. Probably the most famous of the 
gardens that try to take in a larger view is the 
Shugakuin villa north-east of Kyoto. Charming 
in its details of coves and glens, it is unsatis- 
fying when viewed as a whole. 

What has been said of the Shugakuin can be 
applied to much Japanese endeavour in the arts. 
Though often moving in detail, Japanese liter- 
ary works lack sustained flights. Because of a 
certain want of body, not much Japanese litera- 
ture can be described as being of the very first 
order. In some forms, particularly short poetic 
ones, the Japanese may be said to lead the world. 
But when they attempt longer works, these 
tend, like the garden of the Shugakuin, to break 
into their component parts. 


Nees prose literature has had two great 
periods: it flourished in the 10th and 11th 
centuries and again in the 17th and 18th. The 
first, the Heian Period, produced the one true 
exception to the Japanese tendency towards frag- 
mentation: The Tale of Genji. This triumph of 
fiction is perhaps the world’s first great novel. 
Primarily concerned with the loves of a prince 
called “the shining Genji’, it brims with the life 
and the feeling for reality that are the essence of 
any novel, and it has a formal unity, within 
which its various themes—the Buddhist notion 
of retribution, the sweet-sad sense of a declining 


world, the quest for lover-and-parent—are spun 
out. The author, a court lady named Murasaki, 
is the supreme literary genius of Japan. 

Because of its formal unity and its weaving 
of themes and characters, The Genji is frequent- 
ly compared to Marcel Proust’s Remembrance 
of Things Past. But unlike Proust’s work, it is 
not a highly intellectual book. Japanese writing 
does not on the whole emphasize the intellect. 
Essentially The Genji is a love story or a series 
of them, and tunity of mood is as important to 
it as any formal unity. The book is pervaded 
by a sense of the fleeting beauty of life and the 
world: ‘“‘a feeling for things” is perhaps the 
nearest anyone can come in English to the 
phrase by which the Japanese characterize the 
mood. Here isa typical passage 
from The Genji: 

“One evening when as 
usual Genji was pondering on 
the strange fate that time 
after time, with so fatal an 
issue, had bound his fortunes 
to those of this one family, 
that intangible thing they call 
a gossamer-fly flitted across 
his path. ‘I told myself I had 
caught it, and I thought I held 
it safe. But when I looked 
the gossamer-fly had vanished 
—vanished, or never been 
in my hand!’ 

“Such was the poem that he recited sitting 
alone.” 

Japanese fiction had its next great day in the 
17th century. Then, however, it specialized in 
garrulous reporting on the combination of ex- 
travagance and frugality that made up urban 
Japanese life at the time. Charming though it 
can be, this particular variety of realistic fiction 
tends to seem frothy, lightweight and frag- 
mentary, and the reader turns rather to poetry 
in search of the Genji legacy. 

The typical poem of Murasaki’s day was a 
love poem. In the centuries following her death, 
poets turned to nature, and the old “feeling for 
things” deepened into a feeling for what might 


THE 17-SYLLABLE HAIKU 


A:ma:ga:e:ru 


Ba:sho nino:ri:te, 
So:yo:gike:ri. 
A little frog 


Riding ona banana leaf, 
Trembling. 


SHORTEST FORM in poetry, the hazku 
usually has 17 syllables (top). The ‘‘o” 


in Bashd (banana plant) counts twice. 


be called ‘‘the still heart of things”. The in- 
fluence of Zen Buddhism was strong, for Zen 
has as its goal (not, however, to be expressed 
in words) a similar insight into the ultimate 
quietness behind motion, the unity behind 
verse phenomena. The poetic form of the 
17th century was the 17-syllable haczku, perhaps 
the shortest in all literature, and Basho was the 
master poet: 


So still. 
And they sink into the rocks, 
These vores of locusts. 


To the person who has sat in the heavy still- 
ness of the Japanese summer, this is the essence 
of the matter. The warm air is liquid, and the 
locusts shrill with an almost 
tactile intensity. 

But haiku are essentially 
untranslatable, and to under- 
stand them it is necessary to 
determine their antecedents. 
It was in the Middle Ages 
(roughly 1200 to 1600) that 
the country’s most character- 
istic aesthetic principles were 
developed. Their emphasis is 
on understatement—on the 
simple, even the crude, as a 
bond with nature and with 
the stillness behind it. It was 
in those centuries, too, that 
Japanese architecture and Japanese dress de- 
veloped into something like their present form. 
Like the Japanese house, the kimono tries to be 
at one with nature. The morning-glory pattern 
of midsummer gives way to the gentian and 
then to the chrysanthemum and the maple leaf. 
Here is a modern essayist describing the kimono 
as it is when the wearer understands it: 

“The November day was overcast. A quick 
autumn shower swept by. The young woman 
wore an azure kimono dappled with maple 
leaves, some pale red, some deep red. The three- 
mat room was dusky even in the daytime, and 
the kimono seemed to give off its own beautiful 
light. As she reached to take the lid from 
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the kettle, falling leaves rustled against the roof, 
and it was as though one or two of them had 
come inside to make the pattern on her sleeve 
and shoulder.”’ 

The woman is performing the tea ceremony, 
a precisely formulated and highly stylized way 
of making tea with simple but carefully chosen 
utensils. The ceremony itself was developed in 
the Middle Ages, and it also was lighted by 
the Zen vision of the quiet behind the tumul- 
tuous. Today it is in danger of being over- 
whelmed by the profit motive. Significantly, 
the young heir to the renowned Urasenke, a 
house whose function it is to watch over one 
branch of the tea ceremony, was some years 
ago elected president of the National Junior 
Chamber of Commerce —and the nervous bus- 
tle of his advertising agents suggested anything 
but the massive calm of a Zen-inspired master. 

As a master would have put it together, the 
tea ceremony was testimony to a genius for 
finding truth and beauty in the unadorned. In 
the soft, changing light of a rustic cottage, the 
master made tea with utensils that were beauti- 
ful yet made no assertion of beauty. The sym- 
bolism of the ritual taught the twin Buddhist 
lessons that life is constant change and that 
there is Buddhahood in the common clay. If 
today the ceremony is likely to bring nothing 
more than a cup of tea and a chance for every- 
one present to wear a new kimono, in centuries 
long past it brought repose to warriors who 
did not know whether they would be alive the 
next day. 


expression in the graphic arts of the Middle 
Ages and in its dramatic form, the No play, a 
dignified, sonorous form that may be compared 
to opera in its combination of music and drama, 
and also to classical Greek drama. 

The kind of medieval painting that was in- 
fluenced by Zen is restraint itself, only a few 
strokes of black ink, with perhaps a touch of 
red or brown. It does not fill the whole of its 
rectangular space. Rather the white of paper or 
silk is left to suggest worlds unpainted. 


Tt principle of understatement also finds 
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So it is with the NO, whose slow pace, stylized 
gestures, masked or impassive faces and 
strangely hollow noises combine, as the nature 
images of haiku do or the strokes of an ink 
painting, to take the observer beyond any 
specific sensual image. The goal of the No is 
a state known as ‘‘mindlessness’’, in which the 
actor and the action merge and distinctions dis- 
appear. A No play is like an Italian opera in that 
it is an amalgam of drama, music and dance, 
but in spirit the two are quite different. When 
the No play trails off into silence and the players 
turn and move slowly from the bare stage, it 
is a silence as if all passion has been over for 
a long time. 


LL is not restraint in the Japanese spirit, 
A however. There can be an exuberant man- 
ner, in which plenty of colour is slapped on and 
nothing is left unsaid—a manner in which, as a 
matter of fact, most things are said several times. 

It may be that the gay, highly coloured paint- 
ing which flourished during the Heian Period is 
nearer the Japanese heart than the sombre ink 
painting of later centuries. In contrast to the 
monochromes of medieval Zen, the great Heian 
picture scrolls sometimes have a sensuous rich- 
ness of texture and sometimes a sort of slapdash 
gaiety, and they are known as Yamato-e (Japan- 
ese paintings). The Japanese are magnificent 
colourists: a Buddhist scripture can be turned 
radiantly sensuous by decorations which in 
effect deny the whole unworldly message. The 
carefully blended colours of the paper on which 
a poetess might leave her delicate line of ink can 
themselves make an abstract painting: a mov- 
ing, vibrating one against which the calligraphy 
(an important art in the Orient) speaks with a 
voice of silence, quiet against motion. Some- 
thing akin to this genius for colour survives in 
modern Japanese commercial art. The wrapping 
in which a gift comes is frequently more 
attractive than the gift. 

It is very rare for a Japanese painting to seem 
gaudy, even when it is highly coloured. There is 
another art, however, to which overstatement 
is so essential that it may on occasion seem to 


wander dangerously near the borders of the gar- 
ish: the drama of the 17th century and after. It 
makes use both of puppets and of live actors, and 
the exaggeration is in part due to the fact that 
the puppets sometimes overshadow the humans. 


[lees puppets are not little Punches 
and Judys bobbing over whimsical landscapes. 
They are almost life-size and the manipulators 
are clearly in view of the audience. In these cir- 
cumstances, plus the added circumstance that 
they act not farces but tragedies, the illusion of 
life is produced by making every gesture twice 
as big as life. When one first sees a puppet play, 
the illusion seems impossible to accomplish, the 
obstacles too great; but presently a strange re- 
versal takes place, and the puppets come to seem 
like savage little beasts whom the manipulators 
are trying to restrain. 

It was this dramatic style which the live Ka- 
buki actors (in pure Kabuki there are no ac- 
tresses, only female impersonators) took over. 
Kabuki was the plebeian drama of the Tokuga- 
wa Peroid, its flash and bluster the reverse of the 
severe, withdrawn No. As in the puppet theatre, 
nothing in Kabuki lacks emphasis, and laughs 
and sobs alike are among the most racking ever 
invented by man. The essential fact about Ka- 
buki, however, is that it is a richly visual art. 
The observer can be repelled by the message of 
a play, which as likely as not is an exhortation 
to blind loyalty, whatever cruel and bloody acts 
this may require; and he may occasionally wish 
that the character who has disembowelled him- 
self would manage to die a little more quickly 
and a little less articulately. But he cannot deny 
the extraordinary beauty of line and colour. The 
art of the dance is essential to Kabuki, and dur- 
ing climaxes in which, in a more realistic dra- 
matic form, there would probably be action, the 
Kabuki actors are likely to freeze suddenly into 
a gorgeous tableau, while wooden clappers em- 
phasize the moment and preclude speech. 

During the Tokugawa Period, for about two 
centuries after the rise of the puppet theatre, the 
arts of Japan were shut off from the world. Then, 
in the middie of the 19th century, Commodore 


Perry arrived and the outside world once more 
flooded in. Some of the arts— fragile, hothouse 
products of isolation—were less able to resist 
than others. Painting had become academic. The 
polychrome wood-block print that grew out of 
it had turned with considerable success from 
people to landscapes, but its great day had been 
towards the end of the 18th century. The No 
theatre had for centuries simply preserved old 
forms. In Kabuki, perhaps the liveliest of the 
arts, the tendency had long been to write dis- 
play pieces for well-known actors. In literature 
there was a certain amount of picaresque fun, 
but most writers fell into eroticism or didacti- 
cism or continued to report on urban life in a 
manner that had been done better in the 17th 
century. Poetry was at best pretty, at worst stale 
and trivial. In architecture there had been noth- 
ing really new since the Middle Ages. 


HE West came pouring in on this somewhat 
| Eee rock of tradition. Painting was 
perhaps struck the worst. The masters of the 
academic style were reduced to penury. One of 
them painted fans for shipment to China, at 
the rate of one yen for every hundred fans. Late 
in the century, with some encouragement from 
the government and the energetic backing of 
an American professor named Ernest Fenollosa, 
a modest renaissance of the traditional styles 
occurred. But they had little life in them, and 
although people today continue to produce 
‘Japanese paintings’, by which is meant paint- 
ings that use traditional materials, the future of 
Japanese art would seem to lie with an interna- 
tional style that derives ultimately from Paris 
while making use of a native feeling for line and 
colour. The contents of an art gallery in Tokyo 
may seem excessively derivative, with a pseudo- 
Matisse here, a pseudo-Klee there; but the native 
spirit does seem to be making itself seen once 
more beneath the Parisian surfaces. There has 
been an interesting revival of the wood-block 
print, again in an international style. 

The No also had bad days after Perry’s ar- 
rival, but presently it found its helpers, among 
them none other than General Ulysses S. Grant, 
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a former President of the United States, who 
visited Japan in 1879 and advised the Japanese 
to preserve their No drama. The No cannot quite 
be called affluent today, but it does seem secure, 
supported as it is by amateur disciples and 
bodies of people who, in a less austere context, 
would be called ‘‘fans’’. 

Among those who helped the Kabuki was 
the Emperor Meiji, who attended a performance 
in 1887 and thus gave the form a respectability 
it had not previously had. The Kabuki was aided 
even more by a remarkably talented band of 
actors whose careers almost spanned the Meiji 
Period and who were able to move with the 
times. As a result the Kabuki became a more 
realistic vehicle than it had previously been. 

Yet in spite of the new realism, such Kabuki 
conventions as the female impersonator made 
it necessary for those who wanted to go really 
modern—whether their upbringing was inside 
or outside the old theatrical tradition —to find 
themselves a new medium. This they did towards 
the end of the 19th century, with original mel- 
odramas and adaptations (The Merchant of 
Venice was adapted as Mercenary Affairs Under 
the Cherry Blossoms) that were vaguely realis- 
tic in technique. Early in the 20th century they 
plunged into the theatre of the West, with the 
Norwegian playwright, Henrik Ibsen, as their 
great inspiration. Today Tokyo has an experi- 
mental theatre whose energy and bravery cannot 
be denied, even though the productions, for 
want of time and capital, sometimes have a 
tacked-together look about them. 


RADITIONAL architecture and allied arts 
ale went into eclipse after the Meiji Restoration. 
The influx of the West left Japan coated with 
Victorian buildings. Some of them, such as the 
Iwasaki mansion in Tokyo and the clock tower 
of Hokkaido University, have now been made 
“important cultural properties’’, under the pro- 
tection of the government. But meanwhile the 
practising architects have gone ahead to some- 
thing new, even while going back to something 
old. Architects everywhere have begun to notice 
that the old Japanese house and the modern 
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skyscraper are in principle quite similar: both 
are frameworks in which the walls act only as 
shields or shells and have no structural function. 
The influence of the Japanese on home architec- 
ture throughout the world has been particularly 
impressive. The Hawaiian Islands and some 
parts of the American Pacific Coast are begin- 
ning to look like Japanese architectural colonies. 


OGETHER with the modernized drama, the 

modern novel has been the most sensitive of 
art forms to influences from the West. At about 
the turn of the century, Japanese novelists re- 
jected the old written language in favour of the 
colloquial. Something known as “‘naturalism”’ 
stands at the centre of the modern literary 
scene. It is derived from 19th-century France, 
and its aim, like that espoused by the French 
naturalists, is to turn a searching and scientific 
eye on particular men in particular social situa- 
tions at particular historical moments. Yet Jap- 
anese naturalism ends up as something quite 
different from the French. It is not about peo- 
ple in social situations, but about people alone. 
Loneliness is the great theme of the modern 
Japanese novel. 

The modern novel can be uniquely Japanese 
in other ways, too. Thus Yasunari Kawabata, 
one of the finest living novelists, considers him- 
self to be under the influence of the French, 
but in passages like the following the echoes 
are not French at all: 

“From behind the rock, the cedars threw 
their trunks in perfectly straight lines, so high 
that he could see the tops only by arching his 
back. The dark needles blocked out the sky, and 
the stillness seemed to be singing quietly. The 
trunk against which Shimamura leaned was the 
oldest of all. For some reason all the branches 
on the north side had withered, and, their tips 
broken and fallen, they looked like stakes driv- 
en into the trunk with their sharp ends out, to 
make a terrible weapon for some god.” 

The echoes take the reader back to Japanese 
poetry at the end of the 17th century. Despite 
a hundred years of westernization, traces of the 
Japanese spirit are still very much in evidence. 


) 


In quiet contemplation, a Buddhist monk absorbs the silent 


Stillness Unruffled by the Flow of Time 


Outwardly life in Japan throbs with a fevered 
pulse, and the cheek-by-jowl congestion of 
cities appears to dissolve the individual in the 
crowd. But solace in solitude is still to be found. 
There can be retreat within the spirit itself or 


inside the cloistered calm of a garden. The can- 
ons of Japanese art, which derive from ancient 
Buddhism, enjoin the artist to look for and to 
make order in nature —to find lessons in simple 
stones, and poems in the lilt of running brook 


Os 


A SENSE OF FORM characterizes the country’s art 


A SEA OF SAND (left), set in 
a 17th-century garden by 
landscaper Kobori Ensha 
outside Kyoto’s Nanzenji 
Temple, swirls around a 
tree that represents land. 


A FIGURE OF CLAY, called 
a haniwa (opposite), was 
stationed beside a tomb 
about 18 centuries ago as 
a symbol of a servant bur- 
ied alive with his owner. 


EXOTIC PAINTING is mspired by gods and nature 


ig 
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THE FOUR SEASONS ((e/) are dramatically THE LORD OF LIGHT, the Amida Buddha 


depicted on screens painted for rich 16th- in a 13th-century screen painting waits with 
century merchants. Autumn and winter his two attendants to escort faithful souls 
(top) are shown in a stormy, moonlit into paradise. Screens such as this were 
scene, spring and summer (bottom) in customarily placed around the deathbeds 
a green and hilly daytime landscape. of the devout to give them consolation. 
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_ THE GUARDIAN of Budd- 
_hism, the god Fudo (left) 

was painted in the 12th 
century. He holds a rope 
nd a sword for binding 
ind destroying evil powers. 


SCULPTURE of 
wood and metal 
through the centuries 


shows the varying 


moods of powerful gods 


A PENSIVE SAVIOUR, cast in bronze in 
the seventh century (left), represents 


Miroku, Buddhist redeemer of souls. 


AN ANGRY GOD (opposite), carved from 
cypress in the 13th century, was said 
to ward off evil spirits from a temple. 


A HAUGHTY QUEEN (below), in wood, 
was worshipped as a Shinto goddess. 
The figure was made 10 centuries ago. 


CLOUDS OF CONFETTI swirl 
as Keio University students 
celebrate a victory of their 
baseball team. Baseball at- 
tracts larger crowds than 
any other sport in Japan. 


HE Japanese are known as great borrowers, 
alien: they are also great preservers. And no- 
where do they show more talent for importing 
what is new and exotic, while simultaneously 
keeping what is old and familiar, than in enter- 
tainment and sport. The traditional pleasures 
and the newly imported ones are able to coexist 
in peace and prosperity. — 

Sumo, the oldest form of Japanese wrestling, 
calls itself “the national sport’. Its antiquity 


Diversions 
Borrowed 
and Preserved 


gives it a good claim to the title. In the oldest 
chronicles there is mention of a match in 30 
B.C., though the dating is unreliable. Somewhat 
later an emperor is reported to have diverted 
himself with lady wrestlers, naked except for 
the loincloth that is the traditional swmd uni- 
form. Japanese literature is full of stories about 
sumo. One legend is that two princes wrestled 
for the throne of Japan in the ninth century. 
Another has the ninth-century poet and rake 
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Narihira wrestling playfully with the emperor’s 
son and falling through the balustrade of the 
throne dais. 

To the expert, swmo is a sport of infinite 
subtlety, each of its holds and throws being as 
carefully defined and documented as the points 
of a show dog. The basic rules are nevertheless 
simple. The contestant may take a grip on the 
upper part of his opponent’s body or on the 
stiff silk loincloth; he wins a match if he forces 
his opponent from the ring or makes him touch 
any part of his body except the soles of his feet 
to the ground. 

To the non-expert, the most immediately im- 
pressive characteristics of swmo are the slowness 
and complexity of the ritual in relation to the 
brevity of the actual matches, and the extraor- 
dinary physical attributes of the wrestlers. Al- 
though most Japanese are short in stature, swmo 
wrestlers are huge and weigh three hundred 
pounds or more. The tallest one in recent mem- 
ory was more than six and a half feet tall, and 
the chronicles tell of a 17th-century wrestler 
who stood at more than eight feet. | 


HE ritual bespeaks the antiquity of sumo. 
(| es addition to demonstrating that they 
have no weapons concealed among their folds of 
fat, the wrestlers purify themselves with water 
and purify the ring with salt. Both observances 
go back to primitive Shinto, with its emphasis on 
ritual purity, and so to the earliest traditions of 
the Japanese race. Indeed the ring has a roof, 
which in olden times would have been supported 
by pillars but is now suspended from the ceiling 
of the hall and is supposed to make the ring 
resemble a shrine. 

The preparations also include elaborate feint- 
ings, stampings and crouchings, designed to 
inject a “‘spiritual’’ element into the sport. The 
wrestler who has best succeeded in calming him- 
self and arousing apprehension in the heart of 
his opponent is held to be in the better position 
to win when the time allotted for the prepara- 
tions has finally elapsed. 

All of this the spectator watches meditatively 
from the floor of the hall. There are a few chairs 
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available, but the true devotee spurns them in 
favour of the rush-matted boxes that surround 
the ring on all four sides. Seated on a cushion, 
he keeps beside him a saké bottle or a teapot 
(or both), for the hours are long, the dust can 
be troublesome, and modest intoxication adds 
to the pleasant tension as the hour for the prin- 
cipal matches approaches. 


T length the preparations are over and 
Ne match begins. The wrestlers spring at 
each other and a roar rises from the hall. The 
man who springs first has the advantage, though 
the real virtuoso will sometimes hold back to 
demonstrate that he can win anyway. Despite 
these refinements a match may well be over as 
soon as it begins (the average time is something 
like ten seconds), one of the wrestlers having 
hurtled from the ring; and so the spectator goes 
back to his tea or saké while the next two giants 
start purifying themselves. 

Today this ancient sport is big business. The 
declared incomes of wrestlers are far lower than 
those of baseball players in Japan, but fan-club 
arrangements, though elaborate and obscure, 
are usually profitable for the athletes. On tourna- 
ment days, almost every radio and television sta- 
tion in the country gives the sport an hour or 
two of peak evening time. 

Yet sumo has something quaintly archaic 
about it. The person who expects to walk brisk- 
ly up to the box office and buy himself a ticket 
for a good seat should be advised to save his time 
and inquire instead at some geisha house. The 
geisha establishments and a mysterious group 
of organizations known as ‘“‘swmo tea-houses”’ 
have ways of assuring, in Tokyo and Osaka at 
least, that relatively few good seats become 
available to the public without their intercession. 

Relations among wrestlers are not ideally 
competitive. It is common knowledge that they 
can be persuaded, under a variety of circum- 
stances, to throw a match, but the situation is so 
complex that “fix” is probably too strong a 
word for what happens. For example, a wrestler 
who has already won enough matches for one 
of the tournament prizes will sometimes give a 


match to a hard-pressed comrade who is on the 
verge of being demoted, on the understanding 
that the latter will repay the debt once his posi- 
tion is secure again. The public is likely to be 
less incensed than touched at such evidence of 
the conspiratorial and non-competitive in what 
is theoretically a test of strength. 

There are six major swmo tournaments annu- 
ally, each lasting fifteen days. The nation there- 
fore focuses its attention on the sport one day 
out of every four in the year. During the late 
afternoon hours of the big matches the public 
baths, normally humming and splashing with 
after-work crowds, are empty, for everyone is 
at his television set watching sumo. Yet swmo 
has no monopoly on the nation’s affections. 
Alongside it is a new and foreign sport that 
has become just as national. 


NTRODUCED by an American school- 
eee baseball came to Japan in 1873, 
three years before the founding of the National 
League in the U.S.A. The first international 
match took place shortly thereafter between a 
Japanese team and a team of foreigners from 
Yokohama. No one had informed the Japanese 
team that it was the catcher’s practice to wear a 
mask. Chagrined at this omission, the Japanese 
asked for a delay, in the course of whicha fencing 
mask was produced. No such lack of professional 
deftness would be conceivable today. Japanese 
players are highly skilled, and in 1960 the Tokyo 
Giants defeated the visiting San Francisco 
Giants, one of the greatest American baseball 
teams. In 1964 a Japanese, Masanori Murakami, 
made his début with the San Francisco Giants as 
a pitcher. He won one game and lost none. 

It would be hard to say which of the two 
sports, sumo or baseball, is the more popular. 
Television brings both to the whole nation. But 
baseball plays to bigger crowds. Attendance at 
ball parks is enormous, running to close to 10 
million a year for the two professional leagues. 
In 1959 the Tokyo Giants attracted an average 
of more than 20,000 people per game, and 
when their opponents were the Osaka Tigers 
the figure touched 30,000. The income of base- 


ball players is as obscure as is that of sumo 
wrestlers, but the talk among observers of the 
sport is that the biggest star of a recent season 
allowed a bonus of ¥30 million (the equivalent 
of about £29,500) to lure him on to the team 
owned by the National Railways. 

Japanese baseball has taken on certain marks 
of its own. Cheering sections at amateur and 
semi-professional games are vociferous. But the 
crowds at professional games tend to be quieter. 
than in the United States, although there have 
been some nasty explosions of anger recently. 
The player who displeases the crowds is seldom 
subjected to the derision he could expect in 
any American ball park. 

A big baseball series in Japan is even more 
elaborately staged than its American counter- 
part: pretty girls lead the parades of players, 
there are lavish firework displays, and brass 
bands delight the audience with tunes like 
“Frankie and Johnny”. Yet the game remains 
the American game, and the standard of 
excellence in play is American. Baseball is 
therefore a bond between the United States and 
Japan. 

In some imported sports, notably such 
individual ones as boxing, swimming and gym- 
nastics, the Japanese produce world champions. 
In certain team sports—baseball is one—they 
are very competent, but not quite the best in 
the world. In other team sports they do what 
they can, though their physique is against them. 
Not many Japanese are beefy enough for Amer- 
ican football or tall enough for basketball, and 
yet they are always playing “bowl games” with 
American service football teams, and they re- 
ligiously send a basketball team to the Olympics 
to lose in an early round. 


MONG the more esoteric of the tradit- 
hee sports is one from the Heian Period 
called kemari. Even today bands of people gather 
from time to time to kick around deerskin 
balls in the Heian style just as the hero of The 
Tale of Genji did a thousand years ago. This 
interesting pastime is in a way the reverse of 
soccer, for its immediate purpose is not to keep 
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the ball away from the opponent but rather to 
kick it to a companion (there are no opponents) 
so that he too can have his kick, and the ball 
moves around swiftly. 

Other sports hover on the border between 
the traditional and the new. Karate, which lit- 
erally means ‘‘empty hands’, is a lethal sort of 
fist and foot fighting that has been stylized 
almost into a dance. It developed in Okinawa 
several centuries ago, and became popular in 
Japan at about the time of World War I. More 
abstruse is duck netting, which was invented 
in the Meiji Period and which has all the sedate, 
non-competitive qualities of Heian soccer. Not 
everyone is privileged to indulge in this sport, 
for the enthusiast must wangle an invitation to 
one of the imperial duck preserves. Once in- 
side he advances upon a ditch in a line with 
other participants. He clutches a very large net, 
and he hopes that one of the ducks in the ditch, 
startled by the appearance of the intruders, will 
fly into the net. More often than not, one of 
them does, such being the size of the nets and 
the small margin for escape allowed the ducks. 
For the person so uncertain of hand and eye 
that he can never hope to bag a duck with a 
gun, the sport is a fine one—except on warm 
days, when the ducks are sometimes too sleepy 
to start up into the nets. 


S_ the statistics on baseball attendance sug- 
ya the Japanese, like most urbanized 
peoples, are becoming a nation of spectators. 
Back-street baseball is everywhere, to be sure; 
but inside the home, television, radios and gram- 
ophones provide the standard entertainment. 
The notion of family fun around the hearth has 
never been a very important part of Japanese life. 
The one exception comes at the New Year, when 
tradition requires a family to indulge in such 
pursuits as the matching of the ‘““One Hundred 
Poems” cards. In this genteel pastime the per- 
son chosen as umpire reads the first half of a 
well-known poem, and the competitors vie to 
be first in finding, from the cards spread out 
before them, the card that carries the second half 
of the poem. A real expert at the game can 
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generally find the second half after no more 
than two or three syllables have been read from 
the first card. 

For the rest of the year, the members of the 
family tend to go their various ways. When the 
children are very young, their parents will take 
them occasionally to the zoo. When they are 
somewhat older and ready to engage in the fran- 
tic national pastime of travel, they usually do 
it with their school comrades rather than in the 
company of their parents. Especially in the 
spring and autumn, every moderately well- 
known spot in the country is so overrun with 
young students as to make the unaccompanied 
tourist feel quite overwhelmed. Japanese of all 
ages shun solitary travel, instead preferring to 
move about in large groups. The National 
Railways are beginning to lose considerable 
revenue to chartered buses. 


OR the younger members of the family, 
i. films were once the principal diversion, 
but they are rapidly losing out to television, 
viewer sports, and the excursions that keep 
the railways and bus companies so busy. In 
1959 the average Japanese saw about 12 films. 
Attendance dropped by an average of about 
15 per cent in each of the three years following, 
and in 1963 it fell by almost a quarter. The 
remarkable diffusion of television in the large 
cities has already been noted, and the number 
of sets in the country as a whole had passed 
14.5 million by September 1963. During recent 
years there has been a precipitous decline in the 
number of cinemas. Between 1960 and 1963 
some 1,300 cinemas were forced to turn them- 
selves into garages, supermarkets and other 
enterprises. 

High-quality films are exported and well 
received abroad, where their stylization and 
pictorial beauty are much admired —and justly 
so. Yet the Japanese have not escaped the lures 
of tawdry mass culture. A Japanese critic recently 
remarked that only one Japanese film in 20 
would dare show its face outside Japan. Typical 
fare for home consumption are the sentimental 
melodrama and the samurai picture. The former 


often portrays bereaved and otherwise troubled 
mothers, so much so that there is a special type 
known as ‘‘the mother piece”’. The samurai film, 
which is akin to the American western, has con- 
ventions like those of its counterpart. Just 
as the cowboy is alone among men in being able 
to shoot a pistol accurately from a galloping 
horse, so the samurai is always able to find vic- 
tims who are obliging enough to fall upon his 
sword. The most famous of all exported Japa- 
nese films, Akira Kurosawa’s Rashdmon, a 
psychological study in a medieval setting, owes 
some of its bluster to this tradition. 

It may be of significance that a typical family 
situation in recent Japanese films is that of the 
American comic strip Blondie, which is widely 
syndicated throughout the world: the wife is 
strong, the husband weak. One cannot be sure 
whether the American comic strip or the modern 
Japanese family is the model, but in any event 
Japanese audiences seem prepared to accept a 
reversal of traditional arrangements (dom- 
ineering husband, submissive wife) in the films 
they see. Film daughters tend to be strong too, 
and quite without principles. 


| F films and television are chiefly for the 
younger members of the family, the older 
members also have their pleasures. Among the 
more interesting and traditional are those that 
are likely today to go with the father’s expense 
account — especially the geisha party. 

The word ‘“‘geisha’’ literally means “accom- 
plished person’, and the original function of 
the geisha was to sing and dance at parties. The 
charm of the geisha party is not always immedi- 
ately apparent, however, since the accomplished 
persons are likely to be somewhat jerky little 
creatures whose games, rather like ‘‘Simon says 
thumbs up’, wholly impede conversation, and 
whom it is the guest’s duty to entertain — not the 
reverse. Yet something does manage to get ac- 
complished, it would seem, for a large propor- 
tion of the business affairs of Japan are transacted 
in geisha houses, and geisha have on occasion 
become important personages. A Kyoto geisha 
is said to have been one of the powers behind 


Takayoshi Kido, who was one of the prime 
movers of the Meiji Restoration. Such arrange- 
ments are an after-glow of Tokugawa Japan, 
when much of the townsmen’s culture centred 
upon such pleasure quarters as the Yoshiwara in 
Edo (today’s Tokyo), the Shimabara in Kyoto, 
the Shimmachi in Osaka and the Maruyama in 
Nagasaki. In a society that tried to strangle him 
with rules of Confucian propriety and in any 
case branded him the most contemptible of its 
members, the merchant at least had his pleasure 
quarter to flee to. 


Y ET though the geisha in her original form 
was a skilled entertainer, it is not possible 
to dispose completely of the notion that she is 
a prostitute. There are all sorts of geisha, and 
geisha and prostitute merge into each other by 
imperceptible stages. When the hero of a mod- 
ern novel by Yasunari Kawabata asks for a gei- 
sha, it is quite clear that he does not want sing- 
ing and dancing, and in the novels of Kafu 
Nagai, the great authority on such matters, la- 
dies whose only accomplishments are those of 
the bedchamber happily call themselves geisha. 
At the other extreme are aloof and frequently 
elderly ladies who are among the better musi- 
cians and dancers of the land. 

It is in large measure because of the truly ac- 
complished geisha that a richness of traditional 
art and entertainment does survive in Japan. As 
Kafai Nagai said in 1909: “‘Under the law today, 
theirs is held to be an improper and unseemly 
profession; but it is they who make the donations 
by which the beauty of shrines and temples re- 
mains to decorate the city, and it is they who en- 
courage the Japanese drama with gifts of curtains 
and the like. If, in this day of Europeanizing, we 
did not have the world of the pleasure quarters, 
the music and the drama of Edo would have quite 
disappeared. We must be eternally grateful.” 

In the traditional stage arts (which in Japan 
include both music and the dance, for they are 
closely allied to the theatre), almost no styles or 
forms are allowed to die. Each faction or school 
is organized as if it were a family, with an 
zemoto, or “head of the house’, presiding. It 
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is the zemoto who guards the purity of the 
school’s artistic forms, and it is he who grants 
licences to its teachers—often for a sizeable fee. 
Even when there is very little for the zemoto 
to preside over, the right of succession to the 
post is carefully preserved. 

Sometimes music and dance forms do come 
upon bad days. The zemoto may be a wastrel 
who absconds in the night, or the art may be 
so utterly unpromising that no one cares to be 
honoured with the title zemoto. The one-stringed 
lyre, popular in the late Edo (or Tokugawa) and 
early Meiji Periods, but on the verge of disap- 
pearing today, is an example of a form of music 
that is no longer capable of attracting an zemoto. 
More often the problem is the opposite: the 
zemoto of a thriving school dies, and all sorts 
of people would like to succeed him. A fierce 
squabble thereupon breaks out over the succes- 
sion, and the school spilts into several parts, 
each new faction headed by an important disci- 
ple of the late zemoto. 

The more prosperous the school, the greater 
the possibility of such a split. Because the abili- 
ty to perform something resembling a tradition- 
al dance is still a mark of a well-reared maiden 
in Japan, the major dance schools continue to 
be very prosperous. In a single 12-month 
period in 1957 and 1958, there were splits in al- 
most all of them. One school managed to avoid 
such an upheaval by a complicated and uniquely 
Japanese compromise. Its iemoto gave up his 
title and assumed another name. His mother- 
in-law thereupon took custody of the title, on 
the understanding that she would pass it on to 
her daughter (the wife of the former zemoto) 
when the latter’s art “‘ripened”’. 


N the entertainment world and in the dra- 

matic arts, as in sports, the traditional forms 
are not the only popular ones. The Japanese are 
willing to try almost everything, and the new 
and the old live side by side. 

It is on record that the Japanese Christians of 
the 16th century took to playing western harps 
and flutes, and a slight echo of western music 
persisted in Japan all through the centuries of 
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seclusion. The little horns with which noodle 
vendors still attract customers on winter nights 
carry a Portuguese name. In 1894 a group of 
foreigners and Japanese performed the first act 
of Gounod’s opera Faust in Tokyo; less than 
a decade later the Japanese were ready to try 
opera on their own, doing so with a production 
of Gluck’s Orpheus. 


GAIN as in sports, the Japanese are very 
brave about engaging in activities in which 
nature would seem to be against them. Dressed 
in tights and asked to perform a ballet, the 
stocky Japanese physique somehow never quite 
seems to get off the ground. Yet the Japanese 
have for years been determined ballet dancers. 
In 1912 an Italian ballet master was summoned 
to Japan, and three years later the Japanese had 
an independent troupe. Today the Japanese bal- 
let still thrives, although one critic remarked 
recently after looking back over a year’s per- 
formances that the local dance was “‘somewhat 
overwhelmed” by western ballet. 

In recent years foreign ballerinas have made 
it a practice to bring their regular partners with 
them when going on tours of Japan. In the old 
days, however, the visiting stars would come 
alone and rely on native talent to support them, 
and when the long-limbed dancer from abroad 
flung herself upon her small Japanese partner, 
a gasp of apprehension, and then a titter, would 
sweep the hall. 

Ballroom dancing and jazz also flourish, and 
Japanese singers with exotic foreign names are 
conspicuous among suppliers of popular music. 
Peggy Hayama and Frank Nagai have had their 
day, but a pair of twins known (in English) as 
“The Peanuts” are perennial favourites. The 
names do not fool very many people, however. 
The nasal delivery of “The Peanuts” could only 
be Japanese, and somewhere in their bright, 
up-to-date, Westernized strains, one catches a 
plaintive note of pre-modern Japan. 

They and many other performers have made 
Tokyo the night-club capital of the Orient, per- 
haps of the world, even while it remains a mu- 
seum of old cultural forms. 


Avid golfers drive balls from the three-tiered Shiba Golf Centre, a 


Tokyo driving range which can accommodate 155 players at once. 


A Zeal for Overcrowded Amusements 


The Japanese are known as the hardest-working 
folk on earth. They also play as hard as they 
work. If gentle, solitary pleasures like flower 
arranging and composing haiku poems still at- 
tract many devotees, most Japanese prefer more 


strenuous and gregarious amusements. Families 
love to tire themselves out on summer outings. 
Millions of skiers flock to the mountains in 
winter. And all year long, vast audiences happily 
endure the crowded ordeal of viewer sports. 
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JUDO NOVICES, wearing 
traditional white trousers 
and jackets with white 
belts (left), limber up in 
a Tokyo gymnasium be- 


fore engaging in bouts. 


A SUMO GIANT, weighing 
300. pounds — (opposite), 
crouches on the sand of 
the ring with his hands 
clenched while he awaits 
the beginning of a bout. 
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GEISHA GIRLS give style 

to social life. They are not only 
elegant companions but skilled 
entertainers. Witty conversation, 
now a rarity in their profession, 


is more prized than beauty 


ON PARADE during Kyoto’s annual geisha festival, this 


woman (/eft) wears a costume traditional to her call- 


ing for 300 years. Her face is lacquered with cosmetics. 


ON STAGE in Kyoto’s Minamiza Theatre, kneeling gei- Odori, called a ‘“‘cherry dance’’ by westerners, which is 
sha from the world-famous Gion quarter of the ancient performed from April 1 till May 10. The dancers move 


Japanese capital welcome the spring with the gay Mzyako gracefully to the music of strings, flutes, drums and bells. 
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KABUKI, a form of musical drama, is closely related to puppetry 


A LION DANCER, playing a classic Kabuki role, wears A WARRIOR PUPPET three quarters life-size is manipu- 
rich robes and a luxuriant mane (opposite). His kuma- lated by two men in the Bunraku drama. One of them 
dori, or make-up, is intended to make his face mask-like. (right) wears black to give an illusion of invisibility. 
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Zen monks of the Rinzai sect, seeking “salvation through meditation and a divine emptiness”, sit cross-legged in contemplation in a hall 
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of the Mydshinji Temple in Kyoto. Buddhism claims about 45 million followers in Japan, of whom one fifth are Zen adherents. 


APAN cannot be characterized as a country 

of any single religion, as Pakistan is a Mos- 
lem country or Spain a Catholic one. On the 
contrary, Japan is a country of several religions, 
and for the most part they rest upon it lightly. 

Statistics on ‘‘believers” are impressive, the 
number of faithful adding up to considerably 
more than the total population of the country. 
Indeed, if Japanese below the age of consent 
are removed from consideration, it would seem 
that virtually everyone is counted as a twofold 
believer. What this means is that most Japan- 


ese are sufficiently tolerant of Shinto and 
Buddhism to participate in the rituals of both. 
Traditionally, a third great force, Confucianism, 
has lived peacefully beside these two. It shows 
itself today less in rituals than in lingering 
notions of duty — notions considered feudal and 
old-fashioned by the young. 

Shinto is the first religion to come into the 
life of the young Japanese. Particularly if he is 
born in a rural area, he is likely to be presented 
at a local shrine shortly after birth, and so intro- 
duced to the god under whose jurisdiction he 
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will live. There may also be ceremonies (of very 
great antiquity) to keep the young spirit from 
wandering. No doubt because of high infant 
mortality, the relationship between body and 
spirit in the early years has been considered ten- 
uous and fickle. At some time early in life the 
crisis is believed past, and the youngster is taken 
once more to a shrine, this time to be intro- 
duced as a fully fledged person whose spirit is 
firmly in tow. 


relic of this practice may be found even in 
A the large cities: the Seven-Five-Three rites 
of November 15. Boys aged five and three and 
girls aged seven and three are dressed in their 
best and—uniformly armed with bags of ‘“‘thou- 
sand-year candy’’, which ensures long life — pre- 
sented at some shrine. A novelist has recently 
provided information suggesting that whatever 
religious significance may remain is strongest 
among the poor. She observed that on Novem- 
ber 15 of one year the size of the offering to the 
shrine varied in inverse proportion to the rich- 
ness of the child’s dress. 

Shinto also has a virtual monopoly on wed- 
dings. An advanced, modern young couple will 
sometimes note that because civil procedures 
are in any case necessary besides whatever reli- 
gious ceremonies are observed, the latter might 
as well be dispensed with. Christians may also 
be suspicious of shrines and priests. But almost 
everyone else goes through Shinto rituals, com- 
plete with go-betweens, even though an increas- 
ing number of urban couples come together 
by their own design rather than by those of 
marriage arrangers. 

On auspicious days in the spring and autumn 
(people tend not to be married in the inclement 
seasons), crowds of afhanced persons, go- 
betweens and relatives pour in and out of the 
large shrines, grist for the efficient wedding mill. 
Though the organdy veil and the bridal train 
are becoming somewhat more common, most 
brides still prefer the kimono and high, cloth- 
capped coiffure of tradition. Bridegrooms are 
almost always in morning-coats and _ striped 
trousers. Whatever the garb, the swishing of 
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sacred branches and the drinking of saké are 
pure Shinto. The proceedings are speeded up a 
little, perhaps, to fit the busy schedule of the 
shrine, but they are fundamentally unchanged 
from very ancient times. Few Japanese feel 
really married unless they have taken the 
prescribed nine sips of sake. 

But not all rituals and beliefs are Shinto. Faith 
in fortune-tellers is widespread, and _ their 
origins go back into Chinese prehistory. Even a 
member of the intelligentsia will sometimes 
consult a master of divination in selecting a name 
for a child, or, indeed, a substitute one for him- 
self, if he feels that the products of his artistic or 
commercial talents should be tagged with a 
more elegant and fetching name than the one 
his parents gave him. 

Even in the heart of Tokyo, a person who has 
just bought a house can be a victim of augury. 
If he is to take possession on February 1, say, 
he must consider it sufficient cause for having 
the contract violated if the current occupant 
has consulted an almanac and discovered that 
it would be dangerous to move until such time 
as the winter solstice is further away than the 
vernal equinox. 


HE ceremonies associated with death and 
the dead are largely Buddhist. Funerals, 
memorial services and cemeteries provide the 
chief income of Buddhist temples, except for 
the famous few that live off tourists. In a recent 
short story, one of the characters, a young 
student priest, describes the limited nature of 
the profession for which he is preparing himself: 
“I knew when people would come calling 
us. In a certain house a certain person dies. A 
person of this world disappears from this world. 
Those who are left come to think that we are 
necessary. ‘hey remember that in this world 
there is a group of aliens who have connections 
with the other world. They come for us. We take 
our places like experts beside the corpse.” 

The idea of life after death is prominent in 
Japanese folklore and festivals, though not al- 
ways clearly or systematically formulated. Infor- 
mation about apparitions is detailed: they have 


no feet, they come at two in the morning “when 
the grasses sleep’’, they are likely to be encoun- 
tered beneath willows by river banks on rainy 
nights, and they do a great deal of complaining. 

The dead are the focus of the greatest festival 
in Japan, the midsummer Bon. Everyone who 
possibly can goes home to the country for it. 
In the cities Bon has been set at mid July under 
the Gregorian calendar, but in the countryside 
it still reaches its climax under an August or 
September full moon—whichever of the two 
months contains the seventh full moon under 
the old Chinese lunar cal- 
endar. At the beginning 
of the festival, lanterns or 
torches escort the spirits of 
the dead from cemeteries 
to the houses that once 
were theirs. During the 
several days of the festival 


THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM 


The kernel of the teachings of Siddhar- 

tha Gautama, who founded Buddhism 

2,500 years ago in India, is as follows: 
THE FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS 
Suffering is universal 


Of the major religions, Shinto —literally “the 
way of the gods’’—has been in the country the 
longest. It is the native Japanese faith. In its 
fundamentals Shinto is not an organized body 
of thought. It is rather the worship of myriads 
of natural deities, with great emphasis laid on 
ritual cleanliness. The Japanese feeling for 
nature and fondness for washing would thus 
seem to be very ancient. 

Primitive Shinto offered only vague explan- 
ations of spirit and the afterworld. It was no 
match for the subtleties and precise formulations 
of Buddhism, which began 
in India and came to Japan 
in the sixth century from 
China and Korea. 

Buddhism in its essen- 
tials is aimed at enlight- 
enment through liberation 
from passion and illusion. 
Since a fundamental illu- 


the spirits, together with 
everyone else, are feasted, 
invited to dance and other- 
wise made to feel at home. 
Then, under the full moon, 
they are escorted back to 
their resting-place again, 
sometimes with bonfires, 
sometimes with the lan- 
terns that escorted them at 
the beginning of the fes- 


The cause of suffering is craving 
The cure for suffering is the elimin- 
ation of craving. 

The way to achieve the elimination 
of craving is to follow the Middle 
Way, the technique of which is de- 
scribed in the Noble Eightfold Path 


THE NOBLE EIGHTFOLD PATH 


Right knowledge 

Right intention 

Right speech 

Right conduct 

Right means of livelihood 
Right effort 


sion is held to be that of 
individual being, Bud- 
dhism ultimately points 
towards the extinction of 
individuality. 

Yet Buddhism in China 
and Japan has taken so 
many different forms that 
it sometimes seems to can- 
celeitself outs Some sects 


tival, sometimes aboard 
lighted boats drifted out 
to sea or down a river. 
Japan offers no more 
moving and beautiful sight than a little provin- 
cial coastal village on the last night of Bon. 
Pale green jewels of lanterns trail up the hills to 
the cemeteries, which are like swarms of fireflies 


CORNEOM OTE COs 


in a mist—the smoke from the incense seeing 
the dead back to the skies. Down at the water- 
front those whose dead are buried far away see 
them off on tiny, candlelit boats, white jewels 
on the receding tide. The silver light suffusing 
the scene makes one realize how much has been 
lost in the cities, where the full moon is no 
longer a part of the festival. 


Right mindfulness 
Right concentration 


believe everyone can _ be- 
come a Buddha or ‘“en- 
lightened one’, free of 
illusion and liberated from 
the cycle of birth and death, while others are 
more cautious in dangling that prospect. Zen, 
an austere teaching, insists upon self-cultivation 
and discipline: liberation is possible only after 
trials and efforts, and only for a few. The pop- 
ular pietist sects, on the other hand, urge pure 
faith and an abandonment to the saving grace 
of some favoured Buddha. He who gives him- 
self to the lord Amida will spend an eternity in 
the Western Paradise, even though he may have 
been notably unsuccessful at conquering in- 
dividual passion. Yet all of these various sorts 
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SOME FAMOUS JAPANESE SHRINES 


Japan's shrines, some of the best known of which are 
shown here, are situated throughout the islands, although 
the greatest concentration is in and around Kyoto. They 
are revered by the devout and highly popular among 
sightseers. The letter B beside a shrine’s name means 
that it is Buddhist; the letter S indicates a Shinto shrine. 


Aeshass 


We 


amakurd 
Daibutsu (B) 


Agte LA bin 
d_Shrine 


IROSHIMA 


of Buddhism are alike in emphasizing the eva- 
nescence and insubstantiality of material things. 

In the earliest centuries after its introduction 
into the country, Buddhism was the religion of 
the: aristocracy. Shinto was the folk religion — 
though it was not wholly discarded by the 
aristocracy. During the Middle Ages (roughly 
1200 to 1600) the pietist sects succeeded in dis- 
seminating a popular form of Buddhism. But 
there was no fundamental conflict with Shinto, 
for, as early as the eighth century, Buddhism 
had reached an accommodation with the “eight 
million gods” of Shinto. They were thenceforth 
seen as manifestations of the ultimate Buddha, 
and so did not have to be discarded by anyone 
being converted to one of the new Buddhist 
sects. Thus was established in its essential feat- 
ures the union of the two that persists today. 
The person who marries by Shinto rites is 
generally buried by Buddhist rites. 

In the Muromachi Period (the 14th to 16th 
centuries) Shinto came to acquire an organized 
theology of its own, a development that was 
to affect its place in modern Japan. As the 
imperial court came upon the hardest times in 
its history, the cult of the imperial ancestors, and 
notably of the greatest of the Shinto eight mil- 
lion deities, the Sun Goddess, became the rally- 
ing-creed for the court’s supporters. It was this 
creed, strengthened and elaborated during and 
after the 18th century, that was used to build 
the State Shinto of modern times—the cult of 
the mystic family-state headed by the emperor. 
Today Shinto has been divested of its ultra- 
nationalism and would seem to be fairly well 
back where it began, as the loosely organized 
worship of myriads of natural deities. 


third way of thought, Confucianism, 
(AMeaae Japan at about the same time as 
Buddhism and is commonly ranged beside Bud- 
dhism and Shinto as one of the traditional Japan- 
ese religions. Whether it should be called a 
religion at all, however, is doubtful. In China it 
was a philosophy elevating the Chinese state 
and tributary states to the level of a universal 
system. In Japan it became an ethical code that 


glorified scholarship and paid careful attention 
to notions of duty. As the official code of the 
Tokugawa shogunate, it had little to say about 
other worlds, but made a number of emphatic 
points about this one, most notably about the 
obligations of inferior to superior. 

As the Japanese accepted Shinto, Buddhism 
and Confucianism, so they would perhaps have 
tolerated and even accepted Christianity if it 
had come ata more propitious time. The possib- 
ility that one idea may conflict with another 
has not usually worried the Japanese. Thus they 
can be simultaneously Confucians and Bud- 
dhists—even though this requires a simultan- 
eous belief in existence and non-existence. 

A more important reason for the Japanese 
tolerance of disparate faiths might have been 
that a growing indifference to religion itself 
began to overtake the Japanese at some time 
towards the end of the Middle Ages. Coinciden- 
tally, this process started at about the time that 
secularization was beginning in the West. There 
are many parallels between Japanese history and 
that of Western Europe, but surely one of the 
most striking is that in both places, along with 
the development of a merchant economy, the 
minds of men began to turn from another world 
to this one. 


HE beginning of the process may be placed 
eRe in the Muromachi shogunate, 
or in the 14th and 15th centuries. It was at that 
time that the pietist sects of Buddhism were 
beginning to concern themselves with prac- 
tical matters. Their great leaders during these 
centuries were not theologians so much as 
organizers and teachers of secular ethics. Their 
message of salvation through faith made it 
possible to leave the work of other worlds to the 
object of that faith, and to turn to this world 
instead as the only one in which a man’s works 
made any difference. 

By the time of the Tokugawa Period, Con- 
fucian teachers were preaching the nobility of 
commercial affairs, and in their glorification of 
the merchant they were not very far from the 
philosophy of Benjamin Franklin: “God gives 


123 


The Tolerant Believers 


all things to industry” and ‘The second vice 
is lying, the first is running in debt.” From 
this association of mercantile virtues with reli- 
gion, it is not very difficult to go a step further 
and put the conception of a deity entirely out 
of one’s mind. The deity is still off there some- 
where, but the market-place need not stand in 
fear of his wrath. 


HE process of secularization was fairly well 
sles by the end of the 18th cen- 
tury. A most important fact in Japanese religious 
history is therefore the growing indifference to 
traditional religion. Yet, as ritual observance at 
key points in Japanese life suggests, it would 
be wrong to say that Japan is wholly without 
religion. One might say, perhaps, that gods do 
not weigh heavily on Japanese minds. 

Religion does offer certain pleasures, how- 
ever. The Japanese are great lovers of festivals, 
most of them Shinto in origin. The midsummer 
Bon is now considered Buddhist, but its origins 
are probably Shinto. Much as Christianity in its 
earliest days took over some very primitive 
festival marking the end of the dark part of the 
year and called it Christmas, Buddhism prob- 
ably accommodated itself to the ancient folk 
practices of Shinto. 

But most festivals do not even pretend to 
be Buddhist. They are Shinto in name as well 
as pedigree. On a festival day the sobriety of 
ordinary days departs, The characteristic feature 
of the Shinto festival is the portable shrine in 
which the god receives a very bouncy ride 
around his domain. Even in crowded sections 
of Tokyo, traffic stops while the shrine bearers 
weave their noisy, garrulous way down the 
street, with frequent pauses for saké. On the 
warm May days of the great Asakusa festival, 
the observer feels in the air what the statistics 
have already revealed, that Tokyo is a city of 
the young. The old may complain that the god 
received a more jolting ride when they were 
young, but it is hard to imagine a more energetic 
bouncing than he gets today. 

The fundamental teachings of the traditional 
religions have become buried in all the various 
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miscellaneous observances, which do little to 
help people who may wonder what the world 
is about. The vogue for Marxism is perhaps one 
consequence; another is the rash of new relig- 
ious sects. The Japanese have long had a way 
of turning in crisis to new religious leaders. 
Some of the sects are small and uninfluential. 
Others are powers to be reckoned with. One 
such is the Soka Gakkai (Value Creation Society) 
which recently launched itself energetically, 
if unofficially, into politics. A modern lay 
organization of the ancient Nichiren Buddhist 
sect, the SOka Gakkai had recruited some 13 
million adherents by 1964. Most were from the 
lower middle class and from the urban poor, 
but others were young people seeking a non- 
Communist outlet for their discontent. 


VANGELICAL and intolerant in its relig- 
E ious fervour (it considers its teachings to be 
the only ‘true Buddhism’’) and leftist in its 
political attitudes, Soka Gakkai envisages the 
elimination of corruption, waste and political 
bosses and the establishment of a welfare state. 
Since Japanese religious groups are constitu- 
tionally prohibited from exercising political 
authority, Soka Gakkai argues — unconvincingly 
—that the Komeito (Clean Government party), 
which was organized in November 1964 under the 
direction of a Sdka Gakkai leader, is a complete- 
ly independent body. Komeito has announced 
plans to run candidates for both the powerful 
lower house of the Diet and for the upper 
house, where 15 SOka Gakkai members were 
serving in 1964—and Komeito may have con- 
siderable success. Tightly organized, members 
of Soka Gakkai are urged by the society to vote 
for its political candidates as a religious duty. 
Soka Gakkai’s militancy has created some 
apprehension in Japan as well as abroad. It 
remains an enigmatic organization that may try 
to join a rising nationalism to the wishful ways 
of the Japanese left. How far its political ambi- 
tions may carry it no one can tell. What can 
be said is that the society’s success is impressive 
evidence that the Japanese still have powerful 
longings for something in which to believe. 


Pilgrims buy amulets, hot snacks and cold drinks at kiosks in the court of the Myohoj. Temple in Tokyo during the Oecshiki festival 


Faith That Does Not Trouble the Soul 


The Japanese people are not haunted by the 
past, but manage to live with it and enjoy it-at 
the same time. They celebrate feasts in honour 
of their medieval saints with the gusto of Euro- 
peans at festivals in the Middle Ages, but the 


temple-goers now carry transistor radios and 
cameras. Ancient superstitions and modern elec- 
tronic miracles are equally taken for granted. 
But while religion leaves the Japanese unrufHed, 
it has made a deep imprint on their customs. 


Ps NER 


A GIANT FISH, fashioned 
of bamboo covered with 
painted cloth (opposite), 
is launched each July by 
Toyahama fishermen in 


honour of the ocean gods. 


A ROADSIDE SHRINE near 
Karatsu (right) is one of 
thousands of Shinto holy 
places at which devout 
passers-by pause to offer 
their prayers each day. 


VISITING THE BEREAVED, Fujiwara 
conducts a prayer to comfort mem- 


bers of a family which has lost a mother. 


INSPECTING SCROLLS ((/e/t) in his tem- 
ple sacristy, Fujiwara leaves his shoes 


outside the door, as piety demands. 


BEARING GIFTS of rice (opposite) for 
the dead, the old women of Fujiwara’s 


parish make the rounds of temples. 


A BUDDHIST PRIEST, Zosho Fujiwara, offers guidance 


and consolation to the people of the island o »f Naoshima in southern Japan 


Wee 


A SEETHING MASS of yell- 
ing youths, naked but fc 
loincloths, struggles fc 
possession of two sa 
rods cast among them by 
a priest. This ancient rite 
in honour of the Buddhist 
deity Kannon is held each 
winter in the temple at 
Saidajj Possession of 
either rod, it is said, brings 


a lifetime of happiness. 


> 


© 
& e 


s 


9 Ke, 


- 


IS 


7 
dow 


g 
LO 


vin 


u 


ying 


ti 
LED 


a! 


cur 


he 


i} 


sibienissens tea 


8 


ULSI Seti 


buildin 


WwW 


ne 


ona 


oluti 


KK 
xe 


of a re 


S 


veranda 


ck the 


pac 


Bisse 


= 
a 
~& 


0 


7 


7) 
eR 

ROS § 
ag S 
8S 
sS 
ES) 3 
OS a S 
SS 
= 


B) 


school in 


oh 


hig 


at a 


d pupils 


niforme 


U 


noe 


ful the wedge-shaped classrooms with abundant light for study. 


PY HE Japanese people are almost universal- 

ly equipped with the tools for acquiring 
knowledge, and they have great riches of print- 
ed matter to choose from. Their literacy rate, 
98 per cent, is the second highest in the world 
(only Sweden’s is higher). They are among the 
world’s greatest readers, or at least buyers, of 
newspapers. The number of titles that the Japa- 
nese publishing industry turns out every year is, 
per capita, among the highest in the world. If 
it is true that people need only be given the 
ability to read and plenty of books and news- 
papers, and the race will automatically move 
ahead, Japan would seem to be in a happy posi- 
tion. Yet a question remains: In what direction 
are these vast resources for shaping minds actu- 
ally doing their work? 

The pre-war educational system was in many 
respects a good one: the literacy rate even in 
the 1930s was approximately what it is today. 
The system was more European than American. 
Elementary education was provided for everyone, 
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but the graduates of primary schools were 
divided into three groups: those who went 
to work immediately, those who went on for 
a few vocational training, and the élite few who 
aimed at the 
thereby almost automatically went to the 
universities. But the educational system stres- 
sed the concept of loyalty and service to 
the state, relied heavily on memory work and 
did little to encourage imaginative specula- 


senior high schools and 


tion. 


OMPETITION for the high schools was 
Cree The notion that everyone had a 
right to a university education was quite 
foreign to the system. But the system was 
justly administered. Although the son of the 
tenant farmer was at a great disadvantage in 
not being able to take time off for advanced 
study, there was nothing to bar him from the 
great, virtually tuition-free national universities 
if he was bright enough to get into one of the 
senior high schools. 

The notion of educating an élite was repel- 
lent to the leaders of the American Occupation, 
who set about increasing the number of univer- 
sities by reorganizing and elevating many of 
the old technical institutions and senior high 
schools. The theory was that with an enormous 
number of universities to choose from, students 
would find each institution much like the next, 
and the competition to enter the old universi- 
ties would decrease. The nation would thereby 
become filled with well-rounded college grad- 
uates, one not much different from another. 

These hopes were not to be realized in full. 
The Occupation authorities did not reckon 
with the possibility that the quality of the 
universities would be uneven and, if for no 
other reason than that, prospective students 
would continue to favour the few universities 
with excellent reputations. Nor did the Occu- 
pation take into account the nature of Japa- 
nese society. Because belonging to the right 
clique or faction is deemed so important to 
future personal success and status, ambitious 
Japanese try to join an influential group at an 
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early age. Today, this means affiliation with a 
college—the right college. Top Japanese busi- 
ness firms, for example, select most of their 
executive trainees from the two leading state 
universities, Tokyo and Kyoto, and from the 
two finest private ones, Waseda and Keio. 
Graduates of Tokyo and Kyoto also have an 
inside track to successful government careers: 
with one exception all the post-war prime 
ministers graduated from one or the other— 
and the single exception, Tanzan Ishibashi, is a 
Waseda graduate. 

This being the case, it is not surprising that 
competition for admission to Tokyo and Kyo- 
to is so fierce that the chances of being ac- 
cepted by either of them at the first try are 
small and ever diminishing. In 1963 Tokyo 
University admitted only about one out of 
every four applicants. An ambitious student 
frequently prefers to become a ronim, or stu- 
dent without university, and take the entrance 
examinations over again year after year rather 
than settle for a lesser university. Each year 
ageing and weary freshmen enter Tokyo Uni- 
versity after having waited as long as eight 
years for the honour. 


HE ronin group, moreover, is no longer 

limited primarily to youths who are trying 
to enter an élite university, but now includes stu- 
dents trying to get into any college. Although 
the number of institutions of higher learning 
has increased rapidly in the post-war years, the 
number of students desiring to nter them has 
increased at an even faster pace. Of an esti- 
mated 462,000 applicants, 142,000, or nearly 
a third, are currently being turned away for 
lack of space, and during the late 1960s the 
problem is expected to grow even worse. 

In terms of years spent in various types of 
school, the reformed Japanese system is exact- 
ly like the American one in those parts of the 
United States where the junior high school is 
standard. In other words, a student goes to ele- 
mentary school for six years, to “lower second- 
ary’’ for three and “upper secondary” for three. 
But for complicated reasons the change to this 


system meant the introduction of a new system of 
high schools just below the universities. Again 
for a complexity of reasons, the new high schools 
are not up to the standard of the old ones, 
which were élite establishments. The result is 
that in spite of intense competition to get past 
the entrance examinations, the university under- 
graduate today is about at the level of the 
undergraduate in the pre-war senior high school. 


HE fact that the university graduate is not 
ae well educated as he used to be is much 
lamented. In the days when the pre-war system 
and the post-war one overlapped, employers had 
a marked preference for graduates of the old 
system. The education reform also had the 
effect of cutting short the only boisterous time 
a young student had to look forward to: his 
high-school days, when almost everything was 
permitted him, and his shabby student uniform 
—the shabbier the better—set young hearts a- 
fluttering. Students in the new high schools do 
not have the old verve. 

The Occupation could not have foreseen all 
these developments, but it must be held account- 
able for one rather serious difficulty. This 
has to do not with the structure of the educa- 
tional system but with its content and methods. 

Only a few months after the start of its rule, 
the Occupation decided —on the recommenda- 
tion of a group of American educationists who 
formed a U.S. Education Mission — that memory 
by rote had played too big a part in Japanese 
education. It was therefore decreed that strong 
doses of the pragmatic methods recommended 
by the American philosopher, the late John 
Dewey, should be administered. According to 
this theory, the acquisition of knowledge should 
be a response to the challenges of the world, 
not an accumulation of so much inert mental 
baggage. Here, in a summary of the education- 
ists’ report, is the pertinent message: 

“In order that the newer aims of education 
may be achieved, teaching methods emphasiz- 
ing memorization, conformity and a vertical 
systern of duties and loyalties should be mod- 
ified to encourage independent thinking, the 


development of personality, and the rights and 
responsibilities of democratic citizenship. The 
teaching of morals, for example, should be less 
by precept than by instruction deriving from 
experiences in concrete situations in school and 
community.” 

The study of morals, which in the pre-war 
years had been a principal method for indoctrin- 
ating the young in militaristic nationalism and 
blind loyalty to the state, was eliminated. A 
subject known as shakaika, or ‘‘social studies’, 
thereupon became a crucial part of the primary 
and lower secondary school curriculum — 
that is, of the nine years of compulsory edu- 
cation. In ‘‘social studies” children learn from 
experience. They are supposed to look upon 
the society around them and—with guidance 
from their teachers, of course—to discern the 
principles governing it, and themselves in it. 

To a foreigner, there may seem to be nothing 
at all wrong either with the recommendations 
of the U.S. mission or with “social studies’. 
The trouble, however, is that the average 
primary-school student in Japan, if not else- 
where, is much too immature to develop prin- 
ciples of his own. Rather he is at the mercy 
of his teacher’s principles, and anything as 
vaguely defined as ‘“‘social studies” gives the 
teacher free rein. 


Gy. favourite teaching device used in 
‘social studies” is the excursion: a class of 
primary students may be taken out on a tour of 
the other side of town so that they may under- 
stand the inequalities of wealth. Another device 
is the introspective composition: youngsters may 
be asked to set down their thoughts in “‘self- 
reflection” on the quiet desperation of their 
parents’ lives and on possible remedies. 

If the teachers happen to be firm believers 
in a free, pluralistic society, and strong sceptics 
about the absolute validity of any single explana- 
tion of society and history, then in the course 
of several years the pupil may develop a similar 
independence of mind. But what if a teacher 
does not measure up to this high standard? 
What if he is so unprepared and confused over 


135 


Powerful Moulders of Young Minds 


what is expected of him—as was often the 
case, especially during the early years of the 
reform programme —that he fails to provide 
any moral guidance, and fails to instil any 
sense of purpose or responsibility in his 
students? Or, as has been the case with even 
more teachers, what if he yearns for a “‘classless”’ 
society, a proletarian dictatorship free of the 
clutter and inefficiency of democracy? The 
trouble with “learning from experience: mis 
that it provides no defences against a teacher 
who knows all the answers. 


DUCATIONAL authorities became so 
EK worried about this “spiritual vacuum’’, as 
they called it, that in 1958 they reintroduced a 
moderate programme of ‘moral’ education 
and early in 1964 distributed to teachers further 
instructions about character building. 

These modifications of the Occupation 
authorities’ intentions have already shown some 
positive results. But it will still be some time 
before the materialism inculcated by Marxist- 
oriented teachers can be overcome. 

To some extent most Japanese teachers have 
been subject to the influence of Marxism. The 
majority of them are members of the Japan 
Teachers’ Union. This organization claims a 
membership of at least 600,000, or some four 
fifths of all the non-university teachers in Japan. 
Although the claim is probably somewhat 
exaggerated, even enemies of the Teachers’ 
Union concede that at least two thirds of the 
teachers in the country belong to it. No other 
teachers’ organization is anywhere near as large. 

There is no mystery about what the Teachers’ 
Union stands for, because it has been extremely 
active in publicizing its aims. Teachers, the 
union believes, are members of the working 
class. Their assigned position is the school- 
room, and there they must further the class 
struggle. The world conflict is seen as one be- 
tween “‘capitalism” (not democracy, it is im- 
portant to note) and communism. That conflict 
is a problem for the United States and the So- 
viet Union to solve, and one in which Japan 
should not allow itself to become involved. ‘The 
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union’s sympathies for communism are clear, 
as are its ideas on who is to blame for the 
tensions in the world. 

It is alarming to try to imagine what might 
happen should the slender twigs bent today 
by “‘‘social studies” grow large enough to blot 
out the sun. But perhaps one need not lose 
hope. ‘The reasons for a teacher’s belonging to 
the union are varied, and the mere fact that he 
belongs does not mean that he is under its 
influence. The union has, moreover, been play- 
ing down its Marxism in recent years, and 
its assemblies have emphasized the “‘economic 
struggle” over the political. 

There is also a possibility that propaganda 
for the Marxist view has had an unlooked-for 
effect on its recipients: it has bored and alien- 
ated them. The beginnings of conservatism 
among the very young have already been 
remarked upon. And, finally, the union no long- 
er has quite the monopoly it once had. The 
strength of dissident unions of generally more 
moderate inclinations has risen both absolutely 
and relatively since 1960. 


\ \ J HATEVER its defects, the school system 

gives almost every Japanese the ability to 
read if he so wishes. Journalism and the publish- 
ing business in turn give him an enormous 
amount of reading material to choose from. 
Seldom was a country more richly supplied with 
printed words than Japan is today. 

Every month the supply of books becomes 
richer by more than 2,000 titles, and every 
week a flood of magazines burdens the National. 
Railways. The total number of magazines 
dumped upon the news-stands has run as high 
as some 20 million a week. Bungei Shunjti, the 
biggest of the highbrow monthlies, has an 
estimated circulation of half a million. 

Japan is a paradise for the free-lance journal- 
ist and the popular writer. There is a most 
prosperous class of the former, who are prepared 
to offer an opinion on anything. As for popular 
writers, the declared incomes of the most 
famous run four or five times as high as those of 
the best-paid baseball players, and it is a very 


rare film star who does as well. The output of 
the more prolific writers is staggering. Some- 
times they have a number of serials running 
simultaneously in newspapers and magazines. 
When a writer has made his name, his great 
problem, if he wishes to maintain any literary 
standard, is to keep from writing too much. 

The weekly magazines go in for sex and crime, 
and a strong anti-foreign strain runs through 
them. They are never happier than when their 
lurid tales involve that most corrupt institution, 
the foreign community of Tokyo. The strain 
persists even on the higher journalistic levels. 
Dominating the rarefied upper reaches of 
journalism and publishing is an_ institution 
with a following so devoted, especially among 
the young, that its aamirers might almost be 
called a religious congregation: the Iwanami 
Publishing Company. It is a mark of belonging 
to the intelligentsia for a young Japanese to 
have an Iwanami book or magazine showing 
somewhere on his person. Much of Iwanami’s 
prestige derives from its reputation as a pub- 
lisher of solid, scholarly works. But its magazines 
and soft-cover books are generally far to 
the left. Sekai, the principal Iwanami monthly 
magazine, has a distinct fondness for the “newly 
emergent forces” of former colonial nations 
which are so beloved of Red China. The best- 
seller lists are never without titles from the 
Iwanami paperback series, whose _ political 
orientation is similar to that of the magazine. 


ESIDES books and magazines, the Japanese 
Beis public has newspapers in over- 
whelming supply. Total daily circulation is 41.7 
million, which is equivalent to almost half the 
population of Japan. Far more than American 
ones do, Japanese papers depend upon circula- 
tion for income. The biggest newspapers are 
among the best in the country. The largest and 
most influential of all, Asahi, claims a nation- 
wide circulation of some five million, and it 
would be on anyone’s list of the four or five 
best in the country. 

Japanese newspapers are technically highly 
impressive. The difficulties of transmitting the 


Japanese written language have been overcome 
with the most remarkable ingenuity. Teleprint- 
ers are in operation which can handle both the 
Roman alphabet and Sino-Japanese characters. 
In 1959 Asahi and the other two Japanese press 
giants, Mainichi and Yomiuri, became the first 
newspapers in the world to make printing plates, 
on a commercial basis, directly from facsimile 
transmission of complete news pages. The 
method is in use for the papers’ far north editions. 


Y journalistic standards rather than engin- 
B eering ones, however, the biggest Japanese 
papers are not quite up to the world’s best. They 
are sometimes wanting in what might be called 
integrity —and by this it is meant not that they 
are dishonest but that they fail to rise to what 
in the West might be regarded as journalistic 
responsibility. The various departments seem 
to go their own ways, so that on a given day 
an editorial will be advising caution and “‘self- 
reflection’? on some problem or other, while 
the literary page will be demanding immediate 
action on the same problem, and the back pages 
will be in effect inciting to riot. 

There seem to be many causes for this con- 
fusing state of affairs: a reluctance on the part 
of the top editors to discipline subordinates 
who have ideas of their own; the work of pres- 
sure-groups whose activities infringe on editor- 
ial prerogatives; and the neutral poses adopted 
by most of the big newspapers, which claim that 
they do not take sides in politics. In practice 
this means that the various parts of the papers 
are free to take what sides they will, and the 
viewpoints represented in any one newspaper 
often seem to cancel each other out. 

As for the pressure-groups, their influence is 
leftist. Chief among them is the Shimbun Roren, 
or Federation of Newspaper Workers, which is 
affiliated to the Marxist Sohyo trade-union 
federation. The Shimbun Roren’s aims are 
partly political. In 1960, that year of crisis in 
Japan, its attitudes caused the Newspaper Pub- 
lishers’ Association to complain as follows: 

“Times have changed, and restrictions today 
come not necessarily from above. Against those 
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from below, a free press has almost no legal 
defences. . . . On all sorts of pretexts, unions 
continue to interfere with editorial rights. A 
major reason is that SOhyo, to which the Shim- 
bun Roren belongs, has departed from the 
prime function of the trade-union movement, to 
improve the economic position of the worker, 
and has launched out on excessively political 
activities. It has, for instance, mobilized its 
unions towards such political ends as preventing 
amendment of .. . the Security Treaty with the 
United States. . . . It has attempted to make its 
position reflected in editorial policies.” 


\ \ J] HETHER or not the Shimbun Roren can 

claim full credit, the tone of the news 
stories in the biggest papers was noticeably par- 
tial to the forces opposing the Security Treaty 
with the U.S.A. in 1960. Headlines suggest 
that sensational newspaper coverage helped 
a great deal towards keeping the disturbances 
going—indeed that important sections of the 
press were intent upon doing exactly this. Even 
while the editorial writers were urging quiet 
reflection and cautioning against a continuation 
of the violence, the news columns were wildly 
beating the drum. The size of the demonstra- 
tions was consistently exaggerated. The figures 
released by the demonstrators were prominently 
featured in the headlines, while those released by 
the police, only a fraction as high, were ignored 
or buried. During the lull following one demon- 
stration the headlines would commence build- 
ing up for the next. When a girl student was 
killed on June 15, the newspapers were maudlin, 
Wholly unwarranted publicity was given to the 
theory that the police strangled her or clubbed 
her to death. In short, some of the best news- 
papers in Japan were irresponsible. 

Zenro, the anti-Sohy6 trade-union federation, 
accused the Shimbun R6ren of persuading its 
members to distort the news in the bitter Miike 
coal strike of 1959-60. The strictures of Zenro 
and the Publishers’ Association would perhaps 
not be entirely convincing were it not for the 
fact that one important organization of journal- 
ists—the Japan Congress of Journalists— 
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publicly boasted of its success in giving the 
papers an anti-treaty bias. 

Yet, as with Japanese teachers and their un- 
ion, the situation has never been entirely black, 
and it may be improving. The papers have not, 
in the years since, enjoyed a festival of irre- 
sponsibility to compare with that which was 
theirs in 1960. Partly this has been because there 
have been no international crises requiring the 
Japanese to make up théir minds, and partly 
it has been because the Sino-Soviet split has 
left the world a more difficult place for the 
“peaceful, socialist forces’. But there is evi- 
dence as well that important factions in the 
newspaper world were distressed by the 1960 
performance and have worked hard to see that 
it will not be repeated. 

As early as the autumn of 1960, it was appar- 
ent that the haughty Asahi was having a bout 
with its conscience. Since then there have been 
clear signs that stronger editorial control is being 
exercised, and Asahi has come to be the national 
newspaper best supplied with “integrity” in 
the sense described above. A recent struggle 
for control of the paper has apparently had to 
do not with editorial but with managerial policies. 
The new authority of the editors seems firm, 
and the young reporter no longer has the oppor- 
tunities he once had for colouring the news. 


{ is worth noting, too, that advertising is 
becoming more important in the journalistic 
world. Circulation is at the saturation point, but 
total advertising revenues have increased by 
almost 17 per cent a year since 1950. Perhaps, as 
papers come to depend on something besides a 
titillated and agitated mass following, they will 
find it necessary to have principles, and prin- 
ciples that do not imply tearing society apart. 
In the West, the notion of successful pressure 
on a newspaper by its advertisers may in 
principle seem repellent. But the reader of the 
Japanese press finds himself occasionally think- 
ing that almost any influence would be welcome 
if it were to stimulate more newspapers into a 
search for the integrity that has until now been 
largely lacking. 


First-year pupils at the Showa Primary School in Tokyo join in a reading drill. Intensive teaching gives Japan a high literacy rate. 
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A Testing Time for Changes in Learning 


The educational reforms of the Occupation had broadening of opportunities for higher educa- 
many aims, but among the most important were tion. The results are still extremely speculative, 
the replacing of unquestioning acceptance of and critical problems must be solved. Japan 
authority with thorough training in citizenship, has no lack of educational administrators, but 
the granting of equal status to girls and the there is a severe shortage of first-rate teachers. 


4T HIGH SCHOOL, girls 


have been gwen greater 


opportunities for advancing 


their studies, thereby 


opening up au hole new world 


for themselves 


A DRAMA GROUP at Tokyo’s Hakuo High School re- 
hearses parts for a play. Boys and girls join in many 


other club activities, including dancing and journalism. 


A CHEMISTRY CLASS watches its instructor conduct 
an periment (left). Technical progress has created a 


growing need for services of skilled women in industry. 


ie 


. 


GN 
. 


A FIELD TRIP to the Diet gives a_ high-sch soci the lower an excursion is a novelty, par- 


studies class an eye-witness view of the working ; ticularly for the girls, since Japanese women played no 


democratic government from the visitors’ galle part in politics until 1946, when they first got the vote. 


UNIVERSITY Lie a 


tranquil tume, but competition 


for entry is acute, and academic 


success 1s difficult to achieve 


TENSE STUDENTS (left) crowd around an o ficial 
notice board at a university in Tokyo to find out the 


results of examinations which will determine their future. 


LEISURE HOURS bring students to the Tokyo munic- 
ipal swimming pool (opposite), which is part of a vast 


complex of new buildings for a variety of games events. 


DILIGENT SCHOLARS at the Aoyama Gakuin University 


(below) cram for tests and quiz one another. This Toky 


institution is well known for its English studies. 
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DEMONSTRATING in favour 
of neutralism in 1960, groups 
of union members oppose 
Japan’s Security Treaty with 
the U.S.A. Their cause failed 
but is still a political issue. 


A Nation 
in the 


Balance 


a HERE is an imaginary border-line skirting 
the ridges of Tokyo, which thrust eastwards 
towards the bay like fingers. In the days when 
the city’s predecessor, Edo, was a fishing village, 
the ridges came down to the water’s edge. 
The shogunate later filled in the shallow fringes 
of the bay to provide a mercantile centre for 
the city and a place for the merchants to live. 
The line between the eastern “downtown” of 
the flats and the western “uptown” of the ridges 


therefore became the line between the easy- 
going, slangy, pleasure-loving townsmen and 
the austere members of the warrior class. 
Today it may be taken to symbolize the political 
division of the country. 

East of the line, in the flats, is the world of 
the Japanese who works hard, does not trouble 
himself much with transcendental thoughts and 
loves to have a festival now and then. Although 
he may not be deliriously happy with things as 
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they are, he generally accepts them. In the hills 
to the west is the world of the professional and 
white-collar classes, of commuter trains, drab 
middle-class housing, the huge Iwanami Pub- 
lishing Company and the influential and some- 
what highbrow newspapers. Suspicious of the 
West and wishful, if at the moment confused, 
about the Communist bloc, this is the articu- 
late half of the country, and it can be generally 
relied on to oppose suggestions for an expan- 
sion of the alliance with the West. It is not from 
the poor low-lying districts east of the imagin- 
ary line but rather from the hilly white-collar 
districts to the west that Communists are 
elected to the Tokyo City Council. 

Badly divided, with one half willing to accept 
fundamental principles that the other half 
wants only to ignore, Japan as yet finds it difficult 
to come forward as a nation and answer the 
question that is put to it: Which side is it on? 

The Japanese should not be pushed for an 
answer, but they may not be ignored. They have 
accomplished too much during the last century 
and particularly the last two decades, and their 
position in the world is too important. Until a 
few years ago, Japan’s economic stability was 
heavily dependent on the American economy. 
Today the dependence has been so reduced that 
some economists think Japan could weather a 
fairly severe American recession, though not a 
full-scale depression. If the resourcefulness of 
the Japanese stays with them, even the rising 
monster across the China Sea need not be as 
threatening a competitor as one might think it. 


HE Japanese economy is one of the half- 

dozen most powerful in the world. Any 
transfer of such an economy to the other side in 
the cold war would be an event of tremendous 
moment. By tipping a delicate balance in Asia, 
it could, indeed, be the jolt that would send 
the whole precarious structure of world politics 
crashing into disaster. 

Of all the great industrialized peoples of the 
world, the Japanese are the least committed, 
and so perhaps among those most strategically 
placed for administering that final push. Itcould 


146 


be argued that France, with its own kind of 
polarization and its disaffected intellectuals, is in 
an equally good position; but when the French 
underwent a crisis in 1958, they turned for help 
not to a Marxist but to a conservative and a 
Roman Catholic, General de Gaulle, and so 
back to the very sources of the western tradition. 
A shift to the other side would be for them.a 
shattering revolution, 


| N the middle years of the 1960s, the Japanese, 
industriously building, gave a surface im- 
pression of having allowed old uncertainties 
to recede into the background. Certainly the 
country leans towards the West at present; yet 
only a relatively few observers would make 
the definite assertion that it would be impossible 
for Japan to shift to the other side. A few more 
years of prosperity, of Red Chinese truculence 
and of freedom from rankling incidents in 
relations with the United States might see the 
old uncertainties buried for ever. The future 
will tell, and it may be significant that the Left 
was unable in 1964 to make visits of American 
nuclear submarines to Japan into the issue that 
had been made over revising the Security Treaty 
with the United States in 1960. For the present, 
the wise ally ought still to be aware of a certain 
suspicion of U.S. motives on the part of some 
Japanese. 

It is difficult to blame the Japanese for 
their lack of firmness. They are part of the 
western alliance not because they are part of its 
tradition but because they lost a war with 
its strongest member. Material prosperity has 
not ended a feeling of restlessness. No number 
of washing machines can really substitute for 
a sense of mission. When Eisako Sato became 
Japan’s 10th post-war prime minister in 1964, 
almost his first words were: ‘“‘Japan’s interna- 
tional voice has been too small.’’ What that 
voice will say is as yet unclear. Obviously, 
dreams of empire are gone, but the Japanese 
government apparently does wish to take a 
more active role in the free world’s fight for 
peace. The country is already giving £215 
million in aid to underdeveloped nations. It 


would like a seat on the United Nations Security 
Council, and there have been proposals in 
Japan that the country contribute a_peace- 
keeping force to the U.N. But Japan as a whole 
remains ambivalent about playing a strong 
international role. 

By and large, the Japanese still dread the 
prospect of rearmament. Many Japanese—in a 
general way, those from east of the symbolic 
Tokyo line—are able to sink themselves into their 
work and so to accept the chiefly negative attrac- 
tions of the American alliance. Others look to the 
Chinese or the Russians or waver between them. 

United in a fear of war and the atomic bomb, 
to which they alone have offered victims, the 
Japanese are in a difficult position. The observer 
pities a country that cannot make up its mind 
to defend itself but cannot really make up its 
mind to let others defend it; that cannot live 
with armaments (especially nuclear ones) but 
cannot live without them. The observer can even 
understand, so emotion-ridden is the question, 
why those who resolve the dilemma by dismiss- 
ing defences and defenders show a strong ten- 
dency to try to eat their cake and have it too. 

It is the articulate intelligentsia that does so, 
and ina way this is a new twist to the venerable 
Japanese institution of blithely accepting con- 
tradictory beliefs. The policy approved by the 
intelligentsia means, in effect, that a country 
can have security without paying for it. The 
policy in question is disarmed neutralism, and 
it has the support of the second largest party in 
the country, the Socialist party. 


HERE are two cynical but logical ways of 
defending such a policy. One is the posi- 
tion of the few who have followed their Marxist 
assumptions through to a conclusion: that neu- 
tralism is a device for preparing to switch sides 
in the world conflict. The other is the hard- 
headed position held by such operators as Pres- 
ident Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt: that the two 
sides can be played off against one another. 
For most of its supporters, however, disarmed 
neutralism is simply a matter of wishfulness and 
self-deception. Its advocates assume that an 


economically powerful country, situated far 
from the nearest help, would be safe if disarmed, 
because any invasion or fifth-column subversion 
would start a major war. In other words, it as- 
sumes that the Americans, even if they were re- 
stricted to their own side of the Pacific, would 
come to the aid of the Japanese in an attack. 
Hence a self-deception arises that verges on 
wilful duplicity: the West is simultaneously 
condemned and looked to for protection. 


ET intolerable though this attitude may 
Nig to the Americans, it is after all one 
which might have been anticipated. The stronger 
party must accept it in good humour and hope 
that there will one day be an awakening. 

The chances of an awakening certainly seem 
better than they were a few years ago. Although 
it is still far from victory, the Socialist party 
creeps a little closer to it with every election. 
In its eagerness to make the last push, it may 
turn to wooing the essentially conservative voter 
east of that imaginary downtown-uptown line. 
It cannot do so unless it stops talking revolu- 
tion and tones down its hostility towards the 
United States, a country that continues to be 
popular east of the line. So far the talk has been 
ambiguous, with one clause contradicting the 
next in the same sentence. The whole argument 
apparently leads to the conclusion that there will 
be a revolution, but not quite yet, and a revolu- 
tion that will not necessarily have to be achieved 
by forceful means. 

However domestic politics alone might have 
altered its position, the Socialist party has 
recently been exposed to winds from abroad. 
The Chinese nuclear test and the belligerent 
position of Peking on revolution by force, as 
well as its attack on the nuclear-test treaty con- 
cluded between the Soviet Union and the United 
States early in 1964, have driven the Socialists into 
the arms of Moscow and to an acceptance of 
Moscow’s line of peaceful coexistence. By back- 
ing the treaty, the Socialists, for the first time 
since the Occupation, have taken a position in 
international affairs that is openly at odds with 
that of the Japanese Communist party. The 
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Russians may move towards the West, and the 
Japanese Socialists may move with them, but on 
that possibility one can only speculate. 

If the Russians, the Chinese and the Japanese 
themselves can influence this left-wing Japa- 
nese pole, possible influence on it from the 
Americans must be listed as a poor fourth, 
Yet the American influence in Japan is not 
negligible, as witness the fact that the Security 
Treaty was, after all, accepted in 1960 despite 
all the fulmination from the Left, and by the 
fact that successive post-war governments have 
affirmed their support for the U.S. alliance. In 
1965 Premier Sato, on a visit to the United States, 
declared that Japan and the U.S.A. were bound 
by ties of “mutual interdependence”’. 


O many forces shaping the future of Japan 
S are nevertheless out of Japanese hands, and 
therefore beyond the power of anyone to influ- 
ence, that no country can afford to be unmind- 
ful of them. This can be said of any country, 
but it is particularly true of a country that 
remains divided. 

For the West, and particularly its most power- 
ful nation, a pair of injunctions would seem to 
be an apt conclusion to what has been said: Be 
quiet, and be strong. 

Be quiet. If the troubles of 1960 taught a 
lesson, it was that the Japanese must not be 
pushed to a decision about their responsibilities 
in the world. They may eventually come to a 
decision by their own devices, but as things 
stand today nothing should be done that might 
give the impression that Japan is being 
pressured, 

Proposals which demand of the Japanese more 
positive co-operation with the West than they 
are now Offering are still more dangerous. It 
may seem that every nation has an obligation 
to defend itself, particularly if on occasion its 
international monetary problems seem of less 
moment than those of its chief ally. Yet the 
Japanese are too important to the western world 
and too vulnerable to be left wandering unpro- 
tected, and today there are elements in Japan 
itself which seem to have reached that conclu- 
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sion. There are even some important factions in 
Sato’s, the prime minister’s, Own conservative 
party that not only recognize the necessity of 
U.S. nuclear defences but also see a need for 
Japan to have nuclear weapons of its own. That 
is not a widely shared view; any proposal for 
adequate defences flies squarely in the face of 
the American-drafted Japanese Constitution, 
and any effort to alter the Constitution would 
provoke violent opposition. So the disagreeable 
but undeniable fact, not likely to change for a 
long time, is that the Americans must be respon- 
sible for the defence of Japan, and can expect 
considerable vituperation in return. 

And the West must be strong. There is yet 
another important element in Japanese neutral- 
ism. In addition to being in some measure 
cynical, in some measure pro-Communist and 
in some measure wishful, neutralism is based 
on fear and opportunism, in this case closely 
intertwined. There are Japanese who simply 
want to be on the winning side, and they think 
they see which side it will be. Hence, whether 
or not they have any convictions, they say 
favourable things about China. 


ie is possible to understand and even to 
sympathize with such people. The United 
States is across the Pacific, but the Soviet 
Union is within sight of the northernmost 
Japanese island, and across the China Sea lies 
the newest of the nuclear powers, larger in terms 
of manpower than all the others put together. 

On a practical level, the strength of the 
American economy is important. Although Japan 
is not as dependent on the United States as it 
once was, it is nevertheless more dependent on 
the United States than on any other country. 

A serious recession in the West is the thing 
most certain to disturb the solid voting habits 
of the Japanese. To remain prosperous is 
perhaps the best thing the United States and the 
West can do for Japan. Economic stability may 
not answer all the questions, but economic 
disaster would be quite certain to produce all the 
wrong answers. 
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Two children (opposite) play on the floor of their Tokyo home, which combines Japanese and western comforts. 
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HISTORICAL DATES 


B.C. 660 


A.D. 200 


284 


552 


Legendary founding of the Jap- 
anese Empire by Emperor 
Jimmu 

Korean expedition of Empress 
Jingo 

Japanese court sends to Paikche 
(Korea) for scribe Wani. 
Official adoption of Chinese 
script follows 

Paikche sends Japan image of 
Buddha, volumes of the scrip- 
tures and, in 554, men learned 
in the classics, medicine and 
other scholarly fields 


646 Taika reform edict is formu- 


710 


741 


794 


1185 


1192 


1199 
1219 


1274 


1281 
1333 


1336 


1392 


1467-1477 


1477 


1500 


lated, applying to Japan the 
centralized bureaucratic sys- 
tem of the Chinese Empire 

Nara, first permanent capital, 
is laid out on model of the 
Chinese capital 

Buddhism becomes in effect 
the state religion 

After 10 years of building a new 
capital at Nagaoka, Emperor 
Kammu switches to Kyoto, 
five miles distant, and re- 
builds his capital there 

Struggle between Taira and 
Minamoto clans, which ends 
in victory for the Minamoto. 
Epic period in Japanese 
history 

Yoritomo becomes shogun; sets 
up bakufu (military head- 
quarters) at Kamakura, in 
eastern Japan 

Hojo regency begins on death 
of Yoritomo 

Fujiwara puppet shogun set up 
in Kamakura 

First invasion of Japan by 
Kublai Khan, Mongol ruler 
of China 

Second Mongol invasion 

Emperor Go-Daigo destroys 
Kamakura. Hojo regency 
ends withsuicideoflastregent 

Rival courts: Go-Daigo estab- 
lishes ‘Southern’ court; 
Ashikaga Takauji sets up 
Emperor Komyo in Kyoto 

Half-century struggle over suc- 
cession — fundamentally a re- 
distribution of feudal power 
—ends with Ashikaga su- 
premacy 

Feudal Wars of Onin. Many 
families destroyed 

Collapse of central government 
as result of civil war. Ashikaga 
shoguns powerless. Imperial 
house penniless 

Whole of Japan at war. Many 
peasant uprisings 
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1582 


1587 
1592 


1600 


1615 
1624 


1637 


1657 
1716 


1783-1787 


1838 


1853-1854 


1858 


1863 


1864 


First major contact with the 
West: three Portuguese 
sailors shipwrecked. Traders 
and Jesuit priests follow 

Spanish missionary St. Francis 
Xavier reaches Japan 

Nobunaga becomes de facto sho- 
gun. End of Ashikaga power 

Nobunaga destroys warlike 
monasteries and crushes 
Buddhism as a political force 

Hideyoshi succeeds Nobunaga 
and imposes peace 

First persecution of Christians 

Unsuccessful Korean expedi- 
tion terminated in 1598 by 
death of Hideyoshi 

Second Korean expedition 

Ieyasu, founder of Tokugawa 
shogunate, succeeds Hide- 
yoshi 

Battle of Sekigahara won by 
Ieyasu against rebel chiefs. 
Edo, later called Tokyo, be- 
comes country’s administra- 
tive capital. leyasu becomes 
shogun 

Ieyasu becomes master of Japan 
by victory at Osaka Castle 

Expulsion of the Spaniards. In- 
creasing anti-foreign feeling 

Drastic anti-foreign and anti- 
Christian edict. Shimabara 
rebellion, caused primarily 
by agrarian troubles but given 
moral impetus by Christian- 
ity, leads to expulsion of 
Portuguese and closure of 
country to foreign influence 

Great fire in Edo 

Increased pressure fromchang- 
ing economic conditions. Yo- 
shimune, an_ enlightened 
shogun, tries to remedy 
desperate situation bya “back 
to Ieyasu”’ policy 

Rice riots. Growing opposition 
to the shogunate 

Famines. Financial embarrass- 
ment of shogunate. General 
economic collapse threatened 

Perry’s “black ships” arrive. 
First treaty with U.S.A. signed 

Commercial treaty with U.S.A. 
signed without emperor’s 
sanction, Opposition to shog- 
unate foments anti-foreign 
demonstrations in which “out 
side lords”’, especially of Sat- 
sumaand Choshu, are leaders 

Reprisal bombardment of 
Kagoshima, capital of Sat- 
suma clan by British fleet. 
American, Dutch and French 
vessels fired on by Choshu 
forts at Shimonoseki 

Reprisal movement of four 
powers. Choshu forts destroy- 


1867-1868 


1869 


1871 


1874 


1876 


1889 


1894-1895 
1904-1905 


1910 
1912 


1914 
1921 
1923 
1924 
1926 
1931 
1933 


1936 


1937 
1940 
1941-1945 


1945-1952 
1952 


1960 


1964 


ed by squadron of Dutch, 
French and British ships 

Shogunate overthrown. “Resto- 
ration” of power to emperor. 
Mutsuhito accedes as the Mei- 
ji Emperor; moves imperial 
court to Edo, naming it 
Tokyo (Eastern Capital) 

Chiefs of the four great clans 
(Satsuma, Choshu, Tosa and 
Hizen) surrender their fiefs to 
theemperor. Clan heads made 
governorsof former provinces 

Second reorganization. System 
of local autonomy abolished. 
Disestablishment of the 
samurai 

First popular assembly. Alliance 
between government and Mit- 
subishi interests for punitive 
expedition against Formosa 

Samurai forbidden to wear two 
swords. Conscript army of all 
classes set up. Dissatisfaction 
of samurai culminates in the 
Satsuma rebellion 

Constitution (drafted by Prince 
Ito, on German model) ‘‘sol- 
emnly promulgated”. Imper- 
ial Diet opened in 1890 

Sino-Japanese War, won by the 
Japanese 

Russo-Japanese war, won by 
the Japanese 

Korea annexed to Japan 

End of Meiji reign. Accession 
of Yoshihito 

Japan enters World War I on 
the side of the Allies 

Incapacity of Yoshihito, Regen- 
cy of Hirohito 

Great Earthquake 
much of Tokyo 

U.S. Congress passes exclusion 
law aimed at the Japanese 

Death of Emperor Yoshihito. 
The Showa period begins 
with Emperor Hirohito 

The “Manchurian Adventure” 

Japan withdraws from League 
of Nations 

Top government officials assas- 
sinated by army extremists. 
New cabinet dominated by 
military 

War opens with China. Sacking 
of Nanking 

Japan concludes alliance with 
Germany and Italy 

War with the United States, 
Britain and the Netherlands 

U.S. Occupation régime 

Treaty of San Francisco restores 
Japanese independence 

Riots break out over extension 
of Security Treaty with U.S.A. 

Eisaku Sato becomes 10th post- 
war prime minister 


destroys 
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FAMOUS FIGURES AND WORKS IN JAPANESE CULTURE 


In this list, proper names are written in the Japanese style: family name first, given name second. 


ARCHAIC PERIOD (BEFORE A.D, 552 


Sculpture: 


ASUKA PERIOD (552-645) 
Architecture: 


Sculpture: 
Painting: 


NaRA Periop (645-794) 


The first surviving Buddhisttemple, Horyiji, near Nara. 
Wooden and bronze sculpture of the Tori school. 
Religious scenes on doors and panels of Tamamushi-zushi, a miniature shrine in the Horyuji. 


Ancient Shinto artifacts near burial mounds, in particular clay figurines known as haniwa. 


Architecture: Building of monasteries. Toshddaiji, pagoda of Yakushiji. 
Sculpture: Giant Buddhas in bronze, clay and hollow dry lacquer: bronze, 53’-high seated Buddha in the Tédaiji 
at Nara; the thousand-armed Kannon of Téshédaiiji. 
Painting: Frescoes of Buddhist Paradise in the Horydji. Sutras of Past and Present Karma, oldest preserved scrolls. 
Poetry: Manyoshit (Collection of Myriad Leaves): anthology of 4,500 Japanese poems, ranging from the waka 
in 31 syllables (alternating five- and seven-syllable lines) to choka, or ‘long poem”, in more than 
100 lines. 
Prose: Kojiki (Record of Ancient Matters) in Japanese, Nihon-shoki (Chronicles of Japan) in Chinese: officially 


commissioned, myth-laden histories of Japan. 


HEIAN Periop (794-1185) 


Architecture: Shinden-zukuri, building-and-garden complex. Phoenix Hall, H66d6, at Uji, near Kyoto, Five- 
storeyed pagoda at Daigoji, near Kyoto. Kasuga shrine at Nara. 

Sculpture: Shaka and Kannon statues in the Mur@ji, near Nara. Rise of hereditary schools from Joché; Amida 
by Jocho in Phoenix Hall. Eleven-headed Kannon in the Hokkeji. 

Painting: Beginning of landscape painting. Mandalas, symbolic representations of the universe. Amida 
Buddha and bodhisattvas descending from heaven at the Koya monastery on Mount Koya. 
rem ase Beginning of secular art in the Yamato-e (coloured picture scrolls): The Tale of Genji 
scroll. 

Poetry: Kokinshu (Ancient and Modern Collection): anthology of elegant and complex poetry written by 
aristocracy. 

Prose: Genji monogatari (The Tale of Genji) by Lady Murasaki (c. 978-c. 1031): world’s first great novel. Makura 


no sdshi (Pulow-Book) by Sei ShOnagon (c. 966-c. 1013): perceptive commentary on court life. 
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KAMAKURA PERIOD (1185-1333) 


Architecture: New style of Zen architecture: Nanzenji, Daitokuji, Kenninji, Tofukuji and My6shinji in Kyoto; 
Kenchoji and Engakuji in Kamakura. 

Sculpture: Golden age of sculpture, beginning with Kokei: the bronze (42' 6” high) Amida Buddha at 
Kamakura; wooden religious images and portrait statues by Unkei and his school. 

Painting: E-makimono (picture scrolls with narrative content): scrolls of lives of Buddhist saints; Heiji 


Monogatari scroll of the battle between the Taira and Minamoto families; Buddhist hand scroll of 
hungry ghosts; hand scroll of diseases. Portrait of Yoritomo, The Tosa school. 


Poetry: Shinkokinshti (New Ancient and Modern Collection): includes outstanding waka by priest 
Saigy6 (1118-90). 
Prose: Emphasis on military tales, theme of impermanence of all things, and use of symbolism as 


attempt to suggest eternal truths: Heike monogatari (The Tale of Heiki), anonymous; Hojoki (An 
Account of My Hut) by Kamo no Chomei. 


MUROMACHI PERIOD (1333-1568) 
Architecture: Kinkakuji, Golden Pavilion; Ginkakuji, Silver Pavilion in Kyoto. 
Painting: Josetsu, Sh6bun, Sesshii and Sesson, masters of Zen-inspired black and white ink painting. The 
Kano family. 
Poetry and Drama: No dramas (developed from primitive song and dance playlets) by Kan’ami Kiyotsugu (1333- 


1384) and his son Seami Motokiyo (1363-1443). Kyogen (comic interludes), employing popular 
language, intersperse NO performances. Waka poetry gives rise to linked verse sequence (renga), 
first three lines of which become independent poem — hazku. 


AzuCHI-MOMOYAMA PERIOD (1568-1615) 
Architecture: New type of castle architecture: Shirasagi (White Heron) castle in Himeji. Chashitsu (the tea-house). 
Painting: Gold leaf screen and wall paintings by Hasegawa Tohaku and Kano Eitoku. 


Epo oR TOKUGAWA PERIop (1615-1868) 
Sculpture: Polychrome carvings of the Nikko shrines. 
Painting: Colour prints by Harunobu, Kiyonaga, Utamaro, Sharaku, Hokusai, Hiroshige. Paintings, designs, 
lacquers and pottery of Ogata Korin. Hon’ami Koetsu, Tawaraya Sotatsu, Kano Tan’yu. 
Maruyama Okyo, leader of the naturalistic school. Shiba Kokan, Ikeno Taiga, Watanabe Kazan, 
early painters influenced by western art. 


Craft: Pottery, brass and iron utensils, folk toys, fans, lacquer trays, netsuke (small carvings, usually in 
wood or ivory). 

Poetry: Matsuo Basho (1644-94), Yosa Buson (1716-81) and Kobayashi Issa (1763-1828), masters of 
haiku, which becomes important genre. 

Prose: Novels to suit newly prominent commercial class: Five Women Who Loved Love and The Japanese 
Family Storehouse by Ihara Saikaku (1642-93); Hizakurige by Jippensha Ikku (1766-1831). 

Drama: New drama forms: joruri (puppet theatre) plays by Chikamatsu Monzaemon (1653-1725), Takeda 


Izumo (1691-1756) and Chikamatsu Hanji (1725-83). Kabuki dramas with live actors, 
appropriating much of repertory of jorwr7. 


MEyI AND MODERN PERIODS = (1868 to Present) 
Poetry: Akiko Yosano (1878-1942), poetess of great emotional power. Sakutar6é Hagiwara (1888-1942), 
among the most successful poets in colloquial Japanese. Takuboku Ishikawa (1885-1912), 
most popular modern waka poet. 


Literary Criticism: Essence of the Novel by Shéyo Tsubouchi (1859-1935): influential in development of Japanese 
novel. 
Prose: The Drifting Cloud by Shimei Futabatei (1864-1909): first modern Japanese novel in subject | 


and style. The Wild Goose by Ogai Mori (1862-1922): realistic study of Meiji Period 

woman. Kokoro by Soseki Natsume (1867-1916): introspective, philosophical fiction. 

The Broken Commandment by Toson Shimazaki (1872-1943): social realism. 

Journey in the Night, At Kinosaki by Naoya Shiga (1883-): mainly autobiographical fiction. A 

Fool’s Love, Some Prefer Nettles, The Makioka Sisters by Junichiro Tanizaki (1886-): conflict in 

claims of East and West. Hell Screen, Kesa and Morito by Ryunosuke Akutagawa (1892-1927): 

morbid and satirical short stories. The River Sumida, A Strange Tale from East of the River 

by Kafa Nagai (1879-1959): elegies for a changing Tokyo. Thousand Cranes, Snow Country 

by Yasunari Kawabata (1899-): psychological fiction. The Temple of the Golden Pavilion, 

The Sound of Waves by Yukio Mishima (1925-): traditional themes in modern settings. 
Drama: The Madman on the Roof by Kan Kikuchi (1888-1948): lyric, poetic fantasy. Twilight 

Crane by Junji Kinoshita (1914-): folklore turned into modern drama. 
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Duck netting, 108 


Earthquakes, 2. By 

Last Indies, 29 

Economic Planning Board, 13 

Economic policy, 49 

Economy: annual growth of, 64; 
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Tokugawa Period, 27, 30-2, 77, 
78, 80, 93, 109, 110; religion 
during, 30, 123 

Tokyo, *8-9, 12, 16, *21, 30, 33, 
53, 57, 64, 79, 80, 112, 124, 125, 
133, 137, 142, 150; becomes 
capital, 32; description of, 9- 
11, 90, 145-6; entertainment 
in, *20, 76, 81, *82, *84-5, 94, 
106, 110; golf centre, *111; 
military parade in (1936), 
*38-9; population of, 9, 13, 32; 
schools, *139, *140; univer- 
sity life in, *142-3. See also Edo 

Tokyo, University of, 134 

Tokyo Bay, 11 

Tokyo Giants, 107 

Tomoshibi, Tokyo tea-room, *84 

Toyahama, 127 

Toyotomi, Hideyoshi, 27, 29, 30 

Trade, foreign, 64; beginnings 
of, 29; resumption of, after 
isolation, 32 

Trade-union movement, 44, 45, 
49, 66, 67, 124, 145, 147; 
Sohyo, 137-8; Zenr6, 138 

Traffic problems, 11 


Transport, 10-11, 80 
Travel, 11,81, 108 
Typhoons, 12, 100 


Es 2 Park, Tokyo, *21 

Unions. See ‘Teachers’ Union; 
‘Trade-union movement 

United Nations, 147 

United States, 13; baseball, com- 
pared with Japanese, 107; and 
defence of Japan, 46, 47, 147, 
148; films, compared with 
Japanese, 108-9; influence of 
Japanese architecture in, 94; 
Japanese attitudes towards, 
44, 49, 147; Japanese co-oper- 
ation with, 47, 148; Japanese 
dependence on economy of, 
146, 148; Japanese trade with, 
64; nuclear arms, 45; Occu- 
pation policies of, 43, 44, 66, 
134-6, 139; Opens trade rela- 
tions with Japan (1853), 31- 
32; Security Treaty with Japan 
(1960), 16 43, 47, 48-9, 57, 
138, 145, 146, 148; suggested 
attitudes and policies of, to- 
wards Japan, 147-8; in World 
War IT; 31), 32; 33 

U.S. Education Mission, 135 

Universities, 134; factionalism 

of, 79; student life in, *82-3, 
*84-5, *149-3 

Urbanization, 12, 22, 32, 33 


V alignano, Alexandro, 68 

Value Creation Society. See 
Soka Gakkai sect 

Veblen, Thorstein, 32 

Voting rights: for men, 32; for 
women, 44, 45, 141 


Wiaces. See Income, personal 

Warrior class, Tokugawa, 30, 
145 

Wartime leaders, purge of, 11, 
45 

Waseda University, 134 

Welfare, Ministry of. See Health 
and Welfare, Ministry of 

Welfare, public, 49, 64 

Western influences, 17, 26, 27, 
33, 77; on art, 93-4, 110; on 
education, 134-5; on enter- 
tainment, 108, 110; on Japan- 
ese society, 78-9; Occupation 
reforms, 44-6 

Women: equal rights for, 45, 
139, 140; voting right of, 44, 
45, 141 

Wood-block print, 93 

Working class, 66; income of, 
64, 67; living-standard of, 67, 
68 

World War I, 32, 49 

World War II; 30, 33, 77; 
defeat, 33, 40, 77; Japanese 
Empire during, map 31; re- 


habilitation, 66 

Wrestling, swmd, 105-7 

Writers, popular, 16, 136-7 

Writing, Japanese system of, 10, 
14, 26; and printing problems, 
137 


Y amaguchi, Otoya, *56-7 

Yamamoto, Fujiko, *87 

Yamato province, 27 

Yamato-e, 92 

Yamazaki, Koji, 79, 81 

Yokohama, 11, 12, 13, 107 

Yomiuri, newspaper, 137 

Yoritomo. See Minamoto, Yori- 
tomo 

Yoshida, Shigeru, 48 

Yoshinaga, Sayuri, *86 

Yoshitsune. See Minamoto, Yo- 
shitsune 

Yoshiwara, Edo, 109 

Youth, modern influences on, 
78-81, *82-3, 86. See also 
Education; Students 


Zen Buddhism, 124; beginnings 
of, 27; influence of, on arts, 
78, 91, 92; number of followers 
of, 119; teachings of, 78, 121 

Zen monks, *118-19 

Zenro trade-union federation, 
138 
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